
Sunday, December 6, 2015 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
 

To all who join in worship, we are happy that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  White grape juice 
is available in the center glasses of the tray.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would 
like us to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

WELCOME… We pray your worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

2nd Sunday in Advent: 

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the Baptizer’s voice 
in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophesy could as easily 
herald the coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are 
called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the 
coming of the Lord and assist all flesh in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

The assembly stands. 

HYMN: “Light One to Watch for Messiah”  

  (ELW 240, st. 1 & 2 only) 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be light shining in the darkness. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 



that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 
Light two candles.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, 
the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, 
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 
Amen. 
Let us come before God in confession. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

To you, O God, 
we lift up our souls. 
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you. 
Remember not our sins; 
remember us with your steadfast love. 
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths; 
and lead us in justice and truth, 
for the sake of your goodness 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers, come with joy 
and draw water from the well of salvation. 
Remember the gift of baptism: 

your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; 
you belong to Christ;  
you are anointed to serve. 
Stand up and raise your heads! 
The reign of God is near. 
Amen. 

 
The service continues with gathering song. 

GATHERING HYMN: “Hark, the Glad Sound!” (ELW 239) 

GREETING 



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 
A Kyrie is sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all 
the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4  
The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) shall prepare the 
way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined . 
 

A reading from Malachi. 
 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—

indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears?  
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 



silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 

will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 
The psalm for the day is sung in a hymn. 

PSALM HYMN: “Blessed Be the God of Israel” (ELW 552) 

 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11  
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in partnership with the 

Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages 

them to grow in love and knowledge. 
 

A reading from Philippians. 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 
4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 

prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident 

of this, that the one who began a good work among 

you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all 

of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 

you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 

the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for 

all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And 

this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more 

and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help 

you to determine what is best, so that in the day of 

Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having 

produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6  
John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we 
hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by 
this coming Lord. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all 
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 
4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”  
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 

 

 



SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Prepare the Royal Highway ” (ELW 264) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

                and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Emmanuel has come, is here, and is coming soon. Let us join in prayer for the church, the 
earth, and those who are in need, that all receive what God promises to give. 

A brief silence. 

O God, our hope of unity, come to your church around 
the world. Purify your people and give to all the wisdom 
and courage to proclaim your word of forgiveness and 
renewal.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God our Savior, come to the earth that you made. 
Nurture the health of lands and seas. Give to plants and 
animals favorable weather.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God of peace, come to all the nations. Inspire heads of 
state and regional leaders with a passion for justice. 
Bring peace throughout the world. We pray especially for 
Israel, Palestine, Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and others we 
name…  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God of love, come to everyone in need. Heal the sick. 
Answer the cries of those who are poor, those without 
housing, and those who have fled from violence or 
famine. We pray especially for . . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O God of compassion, come to our congregation and our community. This Advent, help us to 
prepare for your coming. Make us gifts to one another, that no one remains destitute or 
despairing.  Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O Lord of hosts, we praise you for the lives of all the faithful. Bring us with them to your feast 
of eternal compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers, merciful God, and make us ready to receive you when you come through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 

OFFERING 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY:  
“Blessed Be the God of Israel” (ELW 250)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,  

and with them our very lives.  
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need 

 until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God fills the hungry with good things. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Around You, O Lord Jesus ” (ELW 468) 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” (ELW 473) 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

     
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 

be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 

greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 
May God direct your ways in peace, 
make you abound in love for one another and for all, 
and strengthen your hearts 
until the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “People, Look East ” (ELW 248)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
 

Nicholas—Sunday, December 06, 2015 

Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-day Turkey. According to legend, 
he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of anonymous gift-giving. 
 

Ambrose—Monday, December 07, 2015 
While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same day he was 
baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and helped lead St. 
Augustine to faith.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A WORD ABOUT THE GOSPEL TODAY 

Make the Crooked Become Straight 

When we speak of a level playing field, we are usually talking about a situation that is fair to everyone 
involved. Whether we have in mind an athletic competition, an employment situation, or even an 
economic system, most of us will object if someone tries to cheat or take advantage of the rules that are 

supposed to apply to everyone. It just doesn’t seem right to allow an unfair situation to go unchallenged. 

When John the Baptist began his preaching ministry, he repeated what the prophet Isaiah had said 
about the coming of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God. That means everybody. That 
means that those who were low in status would have access to the same gifts of grace that were offered 
to people accustomed to privilege and power. That means that no child would be neglected, and no food 
pantry would be left empty, and no one on a 
great journey would have to walk alone. 
Whatever God was planning to do, it would be 
done in a way that was just and fair to 
everyone. The coming of the Lord creates a 

level playing field for us all. 

Our baptism into Christ empowers us to share 
in ministries that help prepare us to respond 
faithfully to the transforming love of Jesus. 
Because of his grace, we discover how our 
repentance and God’s forgiveness impact the 
life we share as God’s people. We learn that 
God wants to hear our voices cry out in the 
wilderness, just like John’s did. As we tell the 
world the good news of Jesus Christ, we must 
speak up and work to change the things we 
see that are unjust, unfair, and unrighteous—in our hearts and in our world. During the season of 
Advent, let us pray together for God’s word to inspire and renew our vision of how we can help make 

crooked things straight and rough ways smooth.  
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Lector:  8:00AM Andrea Toven 

 10:30AM Steve Barrett 

Acolyte:  8:00AM Eli Jablin 

 10:30AM Ian Meyer 

Ushers:  8:00AM Laura Buckner 

  Morgan Mathison 
 10:30AM Jason &Trey Sherwood 

Greeters: 8:00AM Mark 

Rehwaldt 
  Jennie Lawrence 
 10:30AM Shirley Heggie 
  Mike Smith 

NEXT WEEK—December 13, 2015 

Preacher: 8:00AM Pr. Rachel 

Larson 
 10:30AM Children’s Program 

Assistant: Intern Jennifer Michael 

Lector:  8:00AM Bobbie Schimek 

 10:30AM Children’s Program 

Acolyte:  8:00AM Marlena Meyer 

 10:30AM Silja Alexander 

Ushers:  8:00AM Anderson Family 

 10:30AM Jan & Klaus Hanson 

Greeters: 8:00AM Den’ja & 

Sara 
  Pommarane 
 10:30AM Barb Rouse 

Stewards:  Margot Birkholz & Lindsay Conyers 

Altar Guild: Debbe & Lindsay Conyers 

Pastor ....................................................... Rachel Larson 

Intern ................................................... Jennifer Michael 

Congregation President............................ Andrea Toven 

Organist ........................................................... Meng Xu 

Choir Director ............................................. Larry Hazlett 

107 South 7th Street — Laramie, Wyoming 82070 
(307) 745-4222          e-mail: telc@qwestoffice.net 




