
Sunday, December 20, 2015 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
 

To all who join in worship, we are happy that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us by intinction.  White grape juice 
is available in the crystal chalice.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to 
bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

WELCOME… We pray your worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

4th Sunday in Advent: 

Advent is about wandering and homelessness.  A young family is uprooted from their home. 
They make a perilous journey to a place where they are unwelcomed, taking refuge in the only 
place they could.  This experience is not dissimilar to many refugees from Syria and elsewhere 
seeking asylum and safety.  The Rocky Mountain Synod Council has asked congregations to 
declare one Sunday in Advent 2015 as “Refugee Sunday” in our congregations.  In today’s 
worship we open our hearts and imaginations to see God’s coming to be with us among the 
least, and the lost. 

PRELUDE  
(10:30AM—“O Come All Ye Faithful” by 
John Francis Wade) 

WELCOME 

The assembly stands. 

HYMN: “Light One Candle to Watch  

  for Messiah” (ELW 240) 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 



We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the candles on this wreath, 
open our eyes to see your presence 
in the lowly ones of this earth. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 
that we may sing of your advent among us 
in the Word made flesh. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.  
Amen. 
Light all four candles.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, 
the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, 
the Dawn from on high who guides us into peace. 
Amen. 
Let us come before God in confession. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

To you, O God, 
we lift up our souls. 
You know us through and through; 
we confess our sins to you. 
Remember not our sins; 
remember us with your steadfast love. 
Show us your ways; 
teach us your paths; 
and lead us in justice and truth, 
for the sake of your goodness 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers, come with joy and draw water from the well of salvation. 

Remember the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; 
you belong to Christ; you are anointed to serve. 
Stand up and raise your heads! 
The reign of God is near. 
Amen. 
The service continues with gathering song. 



GATHERING HYMN: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257) 

    (st. 1-2 & 6-8) 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 

KYRIE 
A Kyrie is sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a  
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like David, will come 
from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and bring 
peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Jesus. 
 

A reading from Micah. 
 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 whose origin is from of old, 



  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55  
We are presented with Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, two women filled with the Holy Spirit and 
with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts 
up, and fulfills all things. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 

greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 



womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 

Lord.”  

  

THE MAGNIFICAT by Larry Hazlett (Soloist -Terri Rittenburg) 

 46And Mary said,  

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 

 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Let Us Go Now to the Banquet “ (ELW 523) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Emmanuel has come, is here, and is coming soon. Let us join in prayer for the church, the 
earth, and those who are in need, that all receive what God promises to give. 

A brief silence. 

Good and gracious God, you are a Wanderer. You left the majestic uniqueness of your 
transcendent holiness to create a universe which could give you delight. You created humanity 
in your image so that creatures could find their true self in your reflection. 
We praise you, God, for your majesty. 



You descended from the sanctuary of your holy mountain so that you could accompany a 
people you called to yourself; you wandered with them through the wilderness. 
We thank you, God, for your willingness to accompany us. 
 
In the fullness of time you decided to become our brother. You made a virgin’s womb your 
home and took on our flesh and blood. 
We are humbled, God, that you have joined yourself to us. 
 
In Jesus, you continued your journey. Mary and Joseph left their home—their safety—and 
traveled to Bethlehem in the last weeks of a precarious pregnancy. They experienced 
homelessness, suffered the indignities of poverty, were turned away by those fearful of 
reaching out to the stranger. 
We mourn with them, O God, and we confess our own hardness of heart. 
 
Rejected by a world that had forgotten how you love 
us, your Son was abandoned on a cross and left to 
die. And to prove that nothing could ever separate us 
from your love, you raised Jesus from the dead and 
pledged that in him you would be with us forever. 
We are amazed by your love and power. 
 
Jesus is there to comfort those who are broken in 
both body and spirit.  On this day we pray for the 
needs of those who suffer, especially… 
We ask for your mercy, O Lord. 
 
Jesus reminded us that he would meet us in those 
who seem lost and forgotten: the hungry, the poor, 
the homeless. The shock and wonder of your cross 
and open tomb meet us in the stranger who seems 
God-forsaken. 
Surprise us again to find you in places where we 
do not expect to find you. 
 
In this place we gather to sing Mary’s song.  It is a song of pregnancy about the miracle that 
grows inside us.  It is the miraculous song of God’s work in us, who lifts up the lowly and fills 
the hungry with good things.  So on this day we remember refugees and immigrants—all who 
have left home to flee to another place. We commend them to your care. Provide shelter, food, 
security—draw near them in your Son. And melt our own hearts that we may commit 
ourselves to work together so that they may have a home and find a welcome among us. 
Compassionate and loving God, your will be done on earth as in heaven! 
 
 



Help us to extend to refugees and immigrants the same hospitality, the same opportunities, the 
same hopes and dreams so many of us sought when our families first came to this country. 
Bless all who now share this land, and let your grace and Holy Spirit teach us how to be good 
stewards of all these things which truly belong to you.  
All praise and glory be to you, Compassionate God. 

 
Receive our prayers, merciful God, and make us ready to receive you when you come through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.   
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 

OFFERING 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY:  
“Blessed Be the God of Israel” (ELW 250)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God fills the hungry with good things. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

 
 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (ELW 254) 
“Each Winter As the Year Grows Older” (ELW 252) 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 

be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 

greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen.  

 



BENEDICTION 
May God direct your ways in peace, 
make you abound in love for one another and for all, 
and strengthen your hearts 
until the coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “Canticle of the Turning” (ELW 723)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  
(8:00AM—“O Come All Ye Faithful” by John Francis Wade) 
Musicians: Lauren Frick, Kent Henry, Philip Henry, Tracy Kidwell,  

Rosalind Kidwell, Sharon Leder, Robin Nikolai, Jennifer Lyford, & Mark Lyford  
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A WORD ABOUT THE GOSPEL TODAY 

Some Things Can’t Be Rushed 

Mary is in a hurry. So much has happened to her. She senses that there is one person she can trust completely 
with her story. As Mary rushes to the home of Elizabeth, we discover that the Holy Spirit was already there, 

waiting on her to arrive. 

Some things can’t be rushed. Mary could not rush through her 
pregnancy. She couldn’t rush the time it would take for people to 
recognize that the baby in her womb was extraordinary in every 
way. But somehow she knew that Elizabeth would understand—so 
she hurried to be at her side. Here are two women, one quite young, 
the other much older, sharing their amazing stories about angels, 
prophesies, and babies on the way. Together they celebrate the 
power of the Holy Spirit that changed their lives. When Elizabeth 
says to Mary with a loud voice, “Blessed are you among women,” 
Mary sings in response, “The Mighty One has done great things for 
me.” As the church overhears this grand conversation, their story 

becomes our story. 

The Advent season keeps reminding us that some things can’t be 
rushed. Whenever the Holy Spirit calls us to gather and hear God’s 
word and share in the promises of holy baptism and the wonders of 
holy communion, God promises to empower us with both patience and boldness. Remember that God is working 
in powerful ways, whether we find ourselves waiting or moving, listening or speaking, giving or receiving. This is a 
great time to share the faith stories of loved ones and people we know, whether they live close to us or far away. 
How do their lives show us the power of God working today to lift up the lowly and fill the hungry with good things? 
How will the Holy Spirit speak through us as we lift our own voices to tell others: The Mighty One has done great 

things for me?   

 

 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
 

Katharina von Bora Luther —Sunday, December 20, 2015  

Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a nun, but around age twenty-four she and 
several other nuns who were influenced by the writings of Martin Luther left the convent. Six children were born to 
Katie and Martin. 
 

Stephen—Saturday, December 26, 2015 

Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one of those seven upon whom the apostles laid 
hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and others in need. Later, Stephen's preaching angered the 



NEXT WEEK—December 27, 2015 

Preacher: 9:00AM Intern 

Jennifer Michael 

Lector:  9:00AM Bob Middleton 

Acolyte:  9:00AM Kent Henry, Jr. 

Ushers:  9:00AM Mike Nutter 

  Mike Smith 

Greeters: 9:00AM Doris 

Eyestone 

Nursery:  9:00AM Hailey 

Anderson 
  

TODAY—December 20, 2015 

Preacher: Intern Jennifer Michael 

Assistant: Intern Jennifer Michael 

Lector:  8:00AM Laura Buckner 

 10:30AM Mark Lyford 

Acolyte:  8:00AM Connor Frick 

 10:30AM Rebecca Lyford 

Ushers:  8:00AM Amy & Eric Wright 

 10:30AM Debbe & Lindsay 
  Conyers 

Greeters: 8:00AM Betty 

Carstens 
  Janet Overman 
 10:30AM Ed & Lois Hiller 

Stewards:  Margot Birkholz & Lindsay Conyers 

Altar Guild: Debbe & Lindsay Conyers 

Pastor ....................................................... Rachel Larson 

Intern ................................................... Jennifer Michael 

Office Secretary ..................................... James Greening 

Congregation President ........................... Andrea Toven 

Organist ........................................................... Meng Xu 

Choir Director ............................................. Larry Hazlett 

107 South 7th Street — Laramie, Wyoming 82070 
(307) 745-4222          e-mail: telc@qwestoffice.net 


