
Sunday, December 27, 2015 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are happy that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us by intinction.  White grape juice 
is available in the crystal chalice.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to 
bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

WELCOME… We pray your worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

2nd Sunday in Christmas: 
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a 
human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the 
beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell 
among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new 
birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of 
God’s grace and truth.  

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

The assembly stands. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Maker of heaven and earth, 
the Word made flesh, 
the Lord and giver of life.  
Amen. 



 
Let us come into the light of Christ, 
confessing our need for God’s mercy.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of peace, 
we confess that we are not at peace— 
with others or with ourselves. 
We bring to you all that tears us apart: 
discord in our families, 
violence in our world, 
our own conflicted hearts. 
In your mercy, mend us. 
Reconnect us to one another and to you. 
Let peace reign over all the earth, 
through the Prince of peace, 
our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
In the Word who has come to dwell with us, 
God has given us grace upon grace: 
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, 
love that can heal every broken heart. 
Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace: 

in the name of ☩ Jesus our Savior, 
you are free from all your sins. 
Rise, shine, for your light has come. 
Amen.  

 

The service continues with gathering song. 

GATHERING HYMN: “O Word of God Incarnate” (ELW 514) 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 

 

 

 

 



KYRIE 
A Kyrie is sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your 
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of 
food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

 7Thus says the Lord: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O Lord, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor, together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9With weeping they shall come, 
  and with consolations I will lead them back, 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 



  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy, 
  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the Lord. 

   

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 12Worship the Lord, | O Jerusalem; 
  praise your | God, O Zion, 
 13who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 
  and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 
 14God has established peace | on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 
 15God sends out a command | to the earth, 
  a word that runs | very swiftly.  
 16God gives | snow like wool, 
  scattering | frost like ashes. 
 17God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 
 18The Lord sends forth the | word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 
 19God declares the | word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 
 20The Lord has not done so to any | other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14  
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, 

we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 



foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us 
for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he 
freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With 
all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan 
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In 
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, 
having been destined according to the purpose 
of him who accomplishes all things according to 
his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the 
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this 
is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise 
of his glory. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word became 
flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 

in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being 

through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to 

what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, 

not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was 

he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 
16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is 

God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 

 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Word of God, Come Down on Earth” (ELW 510) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Let us pray for the church throughout the world; for bishops—especially ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and our own Bishop Jim Gonia of the Rocky Mountain Synod; for 
pastors—especially Pastor Rachel; for ministers of word and service, and all other leaders of 
our church; for teachers and missionaries; for the newly baptized and those preparing for 
baptism. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For rivers and deserts, prairies and valleys, coastlands and mountains—especially Snowy 
Range, Vedauwoo and Medicine Bow; for wilderness and cities, lakes and oceans; for 
farmlands and pastures, forests and rangelands; and for orchards, vineyards, and gardens. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 
 



 
For those who live in the north and the south, the east and the west; for all who are advocates 
for peace; for those whose safety is threatened by warfare; and for immigrants and refugees. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For those who are hungry; for those who live with disabilities; 
for those who fear what the future holds for them; for those 
who grieve; and for all who are sick, especially…   
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
For this assembly; for council members and all other leaders; 
for those who help us learn from our past and plan for the 
future; and for all whose faithful stewardship sustains this 
congregation’s ministry. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With thanksgiving, we remember all who have died and those who have pointed us toward the 
light of Christ and the truth of your love. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Pondering the mystery of your love, we offer our prayers in the name of Christ, the Word 
made flesh. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 

OFFERING 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY: “What Feast of Love “ (ELW 487)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
Let us pray. 
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. 
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The mystery hidden for the ages 
is revealed for us in this meal. 
Come, behold and receive your God.  

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 



LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (ELW 490) 
“In the Singing” (ELW 466) 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

that in this bread and cup of Christ’s very life, 

you give us food for our journey. 

As you led the magi by a star, 

as you brought the holy family home again, 

guide us on the way unfolding before us. 

Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim 

good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord . 

Amen.  



 

BENEDICTION 
May the Word that Mary brought to birth 
carry you into new and abundant life. 
Amen. 
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 
enfold you with love and strength. 
Amen. 
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song 
bring harmony to our world. 
Amen. 
And the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” (ELW 288)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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A WORD ABOUT THE GOSPEL TODAY 

Christ Has Found Us 

It’s not uncommon when we are shopping to hear the phrase, “Did you find everything you were looking for?” We 
arrive at church with needs and expectations. We arrive having experienced all sorts of joys and sorrows. We 
pray and sing and share in the sacraments and when it’s all said and done, “Did you find everything you were 

looking for?” 

The pastor and her seven-year-old son were in the nursing home waiting room one evening. Jesse was playing a 
video game while his mom was visiting with a parishioner, Frances. When the pastor stood to take Frances to her 
room, she told Jesse she would be right back. On the way there, she remembered she hadn’t seen another 
parishioner at the supper table, so she stopped by his room to greet him before returning to the waiting room. In 
the meantime, Jesse had tired of waiting, walked down to Frances’s room, and gotten scared when he didn’t see 
his mom. Back in the waiting room he started to cry—which was how his mom found him when she arrived 

moments later. 

“I was looking for you!” he said. “I couldn’t find you—I thought you had forgotten me!” She hugged him and 
reassured him that she had been nearby all along and would never leave him. (And also that she wouldn’t make 

any more stops in other rooms without first letting him know where she’d be!) 

Sometimes we think we are more lost than we are. Sometimes we are certain we have been abandoned when the 
truth is that all is well. This Lord’s day, as we are on the cusp of the new year, perhaps it is not the question, “Did 
you find what you were looking for?” that interests us. Rather, it is the assurance: “Christ has found us.” Christ, 

the living Word, has come to us. Christ is with us. Always.  

 
 

 

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK 
 

John —Sunday, December 27, 2015 

The son of Zebedee and brother of James, John was one of the twelve disciples and witness to the 
transfiguration. Tradition has named him also the writer of the Gospel of John, the three New Testament letters 
bearing his name, as well as Revelation. 
 

Holy Innocents —Monday, December 28, 2015 

This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in his jealous attempt to murder the 
baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be born for our salvation. 
 

J. K. Wilhelm Loehe —Saturday, January 02, 2016 

A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to enliven the church with the eucharist at its 
center, from which would flow evangelism and social ministry. He sent pastors to North America, Australia, New 
Guinea, Brazil, and the Ukraine. He is also the founder of Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa 
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