
From Pastor Rachel…  

It is the last week of the year. It 

is an in between time. Images 

of Christmas Eve worship 

linger in my mind. The deep 

reds of poinsettias glow in the 

white light of the Christmas 

trees. The wagon wheel Advent 

wreath hovers over worshipers 

heads. Flames flicker in the dim 

light of the nave. Children’s 

bright, expectant faces peer into 

the manger scene at the foot of 

the altar. They take turns 

placing the figures beneath the 

wooden shed. First there is the 

shepherd and then the three 

kings. Who else do we need, I 

ask? One child cries out, “The 

baby Jesus.” Of course, we need 

the baby Jesus. And Mary and 

Joseph. And angel gets perched 

on the roof of the shed. The 

sheep get snuggled in too. One 

child tentatively approaches the 

group of children. She hangs 

back until all the children have 

returned to their families. Then 

she quietly comes near, and we 

both kneel at the manger. She 

touches Mary and Joseph and 

then takes the baby Jesus in her 

tiny hand. She gently returns 

the baby to the bed of straw. 

And then we turn, she takes my 

hand and we walk back to her 

father. One quiet moment that 

touched me very deeply.  

 

This was one moment of light 

in a month of deep shadows. 

Unrelenting violence in our 

world invaded our hearts and 

minds. Fear of terrorists 

threatened to harden our hearts 

to the strangers in our land. Yet 

we found the path forward, a 

path with the signposts of 

Hope, Courage, Joy and Love.  

Each week during Advent 

Evening Prayer we pondered 

one of these signposts as we 

gazed upon a myriad of 

candles place upon the altar. 

We sang quiet, simple songs, 

sat in silence and prayed for 

peace to illumine our hearts, 

our community and our world.  

During this in between time as I 

look into the New Year, I will 

continue to focus on these 

signposts.  

I invite you to take a cue from 

our little ones who gathered 

with joy at the manger on 

Christmas Eve. Let the wonder 

of God come to earth as a little 

child, as flesh and blood give 

you hope for all humanity. I 

will pray for courage for 

myself, for you, for our leaders 

and for our world. Let love 

open your heart to your 

families, friends and strangers 

both far and near. God be with 

you as we enter this New Year 

with Hope, Courage, Joy and 

Love. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Rachel 
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January 2016 



2016 Annual Meeting is coming! 
The annual congregational meeting will be held on  

January 24, 2016. 

On that day there will be one worship service at 9:00AM with the meeting 

beginning immediately following worship.  Breakfast will be provided by the 

Fellowship Committee.  Please contact Kris Oolman at 399-8801 if you are 

available to help. 

 

From our Intern 

One of the readings that we have in our 

lectionary just after Christmas is the story of 

Jesus as a young boy who stays behind in the 

temple in Jerusalem as his parents travel home 

from the celebration of Passover.  The text says, 

“After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions. And all who heard him 

were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers.” (Luke 2:46-47)   

This might lead us to believe that Jesus had 

everything figured out… that somehow he was 

born with inherent knowledge of God and faith.  

And yet, later in this passage we are told that 

after he left the temple with his family, “Jesus 

increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine 

and human favor.” (Luke 2:52)  In the Greek that 

word “increased” is προέκοπτεν (pro-ék-op-ten), 

which means “to go forward” or “to make 

progress”.   

Even though we might be tempted to think that 

Jesus knew everything he needed to know about 

God, we can see in this passage that he still had 

more to learn, more progress to make in his 

spiritual formation.  And we can assume that he 

grew in wisdom by being a part of a nurturing 

faith community. 

Now while it’s not likely that this congregation 

has entertained a prospective messiah in recent 

years, you have been a part of the spiritual 

formation of many leaders for this church.  

Because of your commitment to the internship 

program at Wartburg Theological Seminary, you 

have nurtured and encouraged women and men 

in their call to public ministry.  I have been told 

by some of my predecessor colleagues that they 

were able to learn lessons and share relationships 

here at Trinity that are unique and valuable to 

their ongoing ministry.  You are a vital part of 

the pastoral formation process.  And speaking for 

myself, as I reach the halfway point of my 

internship, I am so very grateful for your 

investment of time and resources to help me 

learn to be a better pastor.   

Reading this passage from Luke reminded me of 

how important our spiritual community can be 

in lifting up future leaders.  At Trinity Lutheran 

Church, you have been living out that example 

for almost 20 years.  What a joy to be a part of 

such a family of faith!  Thank you so much for all 

that you do for me and for the church!!!   

Peace… 

 

Jennifer Michael, Intern



 

 

Photos Wanted 

We will be putting together a 

2015 highlight video for our 

annual meeting.  If you have 

any pictures of Trinity 

activities and people from 

2015 that you would be 

willing to share, please email 

Andrea Toven at this address: 

gophermackem@gmail.com.    

It would work best to get any 

photos digitally - on CD, 

DVD, or flash drive, or via 

Dropbox folder.   

Thanks for the help!

 

Current Financial Status 

As I write my last column as 

your liaison for stewardship 

on the TELC Council, I want 

to thank all of you for this 

opportunity to serve.  I am 

constantly awed by the great 

generosity of the members of 

this congregation.  You share, 

not only of your financial 

means, but of your time and 

of the many gifts God has bestowed upon you.  We have a lot of 

talent in this church, and it is such an amazing gift to see how 

people reach out to help those who are sick, people in the 

community who are down on their luck, children in countries far 

from us to give them a special Christmas – the list could go on and 

on.   

 

We adopted an ambitious budget last year and have struggled to 

attain it.  We estimated the expected offerings for the year at 

$239,955.21 in order to meet our budget needs.  At this writing, 

halfway through December, offering income based on the counters’ 

ledger is $221,768.75, which leaves us $18,186.46 behind, a figure we 

still might achieve by December 31.   

 

We are very close, and with God’s help and Christmas giving by all 

of us, by the time you’re reading this, I hope we have met our target.  

Whether we have or not, it has been a pleasure working with the 

Council and serving you in this capacity. 

 

We will have difficult, important decisions to make at our annual 

meeting this year, driven in part by budget concerns.  I ask you all 

to open your hearts and minds and consider how we will go 

forward in pursuit of Trinity’s mission as part of the body of Christ.  

Thank you all. 

 

Terri Rittenburg, Stewardship Chair 

 

Going into 2016, Trinity 

Lutheran needs 5-6 

people who would be 

willing to be nominated 

to serve on our church 

leadership team.  The 

council is a three-year 

service term, but other 

time commitments can 

be considered.  Please 

speak with Pastor Rachel 

or any current council 

member if you are willing 

to serve. 

SERVE! 

mailto:gophermackem@gmail.com


Education Is 

Important! 

Our Education Committee 

coordinates with the pastor to 

oversee Sunday school, appoints a 

Sunday School director, and helps 

the director choose a curriculum 

and find teachers.  They can also 

be involved in adult education, 

and other aspects of Christian 

education.  This area will be open 

on Church Council.  Please 

consider becoming involved, as 

either a council member or a 

committee member. 

Sunday School 

Resumes 

Spring may still be a few months 

away, but our spring term of 

Sunday School begins on January 

10, 2016.  All children and youth 

are welcome to join in the fun.  For 

more information, contact Darcy 

Loseke, darcy_loseke@yahoo.com. 

Property Committee Report 

Property is planning to attend to a number of needed issues.   

Sanctuary Flooring – Finish the Sanctuary Doorway 

Transitions   

Recently we had Carpet One, install transition carpet between 

hardwood and the commercial carpet to the north of the 

sanctuary.   

Since there is a small include between the wood floor and the 

commercial carpet, we will install an oak transition bar in front of 

both doorways to prevent people from tripping.  We also plan to 

put some molding around the pillars to bring the oak around the 

pillars together with the oak flooring.  There currently is a gap 

between the oak around the pillars and the floor.       

Office Equipment Upgrades and Network Upgrades  

Computers in the church offices can now print to the color/black 

& white copy machine.  The copy machine can also be used for 

scanning.   

This is a real improvement over the stand-alone printers that 

were attached to each individual machine. 

A new router was also placed, improving both the wired and 

wireless signals. 

A new/used PC running Windows 10 and Office 365 was place in 

the church secretary's office. 

We will continue to make improvements to the network and to 

the technology in the offices as needed.   

Looking towards Spring/Summer 

Later in the new year, I would like to do some painting to spruce 

up the hallways, basement and the exterior of the church. 

The exterior panel to the north of the doors leading into the 

Gruver Room could really use some paint. 

Watch for announcements calling for volunteers as the weather 

improves towards spring. 

mailto:darcy_loseke@yahoo.com


News about our staff 

We have hired James Greening to serve as our 

new office secretary.  A lifelong Lutheran, James 

brings a wide variety of experiences and interests 

to Trinity, from art to cross-country to auto 

racing to poetry to extreme sports.  He has 

served in many areas of ministry in his home 

church in Ohio.  James and his wife Kacey 

moved to Laramie this fall from Ohio.  We are 

excited to welcome James to our Trinity family! 

Prayer Group Continues 

Did you know that 

Trinity Lutheran 

Church has an active 

prayer chain?  If you 

would like to 

participate in this 

group prayer effort 

or if you have a specific 

prayer concern you would 

like to be included in the weekly prayers, then 

please email Jennie Lawrence at 

Missjennae@yahoo.com, or call her at 761-1085. 

 

Choir Rehearsals Resume 

Trinity carries forward a rich Lutheran tradition 

of incorporating rich music into worship and 

educational life.  Because of Martin Luther’s 

insistence that congregations participate in hymn 

singing in worship, the Lutheran Church has 

been known as “the singing church.”  Our 

worship and celebrations are enriched by a 

priceless collection of liturgies, choral and 

instrumental works, as well as hymns and songs 

through which we express our faith. 

Our Sanctuary Choir (Adult SATB) resumes 

rehearsal on Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at 

7:00PM.  We invite you to consider how you 

might add your voice to the celebration.  For 

more information on participating in the choir, 

please contact Larry Hazlett at 

Hazlett@uwyo.edu or call 742-4117. 

 
 

Shine into our hearts the light of your 

wisdom, O God, and open our 

minds to the knowledge of your 

word, that in all things we may think 

and act according to your good 

will and may live continually in the 

light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 (Bread for the Day 2015, p. 405) 

mailto:Missjennae@yahoo.com
mailto:Hazlett@uwyo.edu


The Star of the Magi 

You are invited to “Star of the 

Magi”, a planetarium show by 

Chip Kobulnicky, UWyo 

Professor of Physics and 

Astronomy.  It is an Epiphany 

celebration sponsored by St. 

Matthew’s Episcopal Church.  

Seating is very limited, so if you 

are interested in attending reserve your spot early. 

When: Sunday, January 10 at 5:00PM 

Where: UW Planetarium 

Supper: After the show, pizza at Canterbury House 

 110 S. 9th. Street 

Register: Seating quite limited - first come, first serve. 

 Call or text Di Wolverton #307-760-7373  

 Email:  Diane.Wolverton@gmail.com 

 Put St. Matthew’s in the subject line. 

 Also include how many tickets you need. 

Cost: Donations accepted! 

Trinity Lutheran Campus Ministry 

With the coming of the spring semester, that means we will also be 

hosting students for the Trinity Lutheran Campus Ministry again, 

beginning on January 31, 2016. 

The group meets each Sunday between 5-7PM where we share a meal 

and fellowship followed by some programming.  We have plans to 

continue a bible study with our students using the SparkHouse 

resource called “Animate:Faith”.  This video based study explores 

concepts of faith including topics like God, Religion, Jesus, the Cross, 

the Bible and Church.  We welcome anyone interested to join the 

discussion group.  

Additionally, we are looking for volunteers to provide meals for this 

group.  If you are willing to help, please sign up on the meal list located 

in the Gruver Room.  If you have any questions about Campus 

Ministry, contact Intern Jennifer Michael at ipastor@qwestoffice.net.

 

 

Coffee Host List 

Coffee Hosts are very 

important to worshipers’ 

Sunday Morning experience. 

A hot cup of coffee, or a cup 

of juice is a nice way to 

welcome visitors.  If you are 

available to provide treats for 

our Sunday morning 

fellowship time, please sign 

up on the list located in the 

Gruver Room.   

Flowers for the 

Sanctuary 

Flowers are often a lovely 

way to adorn the sanctuary in 

honor or in memory of 

someone special.  A new list 

for 2016 has been posted in 

the Gruver Room.  If you 

would like to participate in 

providing these flowers to 

add to the worship 

experience, please mark your 

name by the specific date.  

Also please indicate the 

reason for your gift.  Thank 

you for helping to make our 

worship space more beautiful! 
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 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31 February 7 

Lector – 8:00AM Laura Buckner Mark Rehwaldt Judi Weatherwax Maia Anderson Steve Boss 

Lector – 10:30AM Terri Rittenburg Thom Edgar Derk Lyford Diane Fiedler Klaus Hanson 

Acolyte – 8:00AM Maddie Jablin Rylie Heggie Carl Buckner Eli Jablin Marlena Meyer 

Acolyte – 10:30AM Kent Henry, Jr. Rebecca Lyford Makayla Renneisen Ian Meyer Silja Alexander 

Usher(s) – 8:00AM 
Mark Rehwaldt 
Jennie Lawrence 

Betty Carstens 
Judi Weatherwax 

Bobbie & Al Schimek 
Keith Ensley 
Wayne Sutherland 

Amy & Eric Wright 

Usher(s) – 10:30AM 
Barb Rouse 
Helen Sussenguth 

Ed & Lois Hiller Jason & Jolene Roesler 
Eric Nye 
Mike Smith 

Cindy & Steve Barrett 

Greeter(s) – 8:00AM 
Den’ja & Sara 
Pommarane 

Jablin Family 
Doris Eyestone 
Janet Talbot 

Morgan Mathison 
Tracy Bennett 

Bobbie & Al Schimek 

Greeter(s) – 10:30AM Jan & Klaus Hanson George & Jennifer Zenor Jason & Trey Sherwood 
Debbe, Lindsay & Lily 
Conyers 

Ed & Lois Hiller 

Nursery Attendant – 
8:00AM 

Lexi Dockter Hailey Anderson Kelcey Anderson Lexi Dockter Hailey Anderson 

Nursery Attendant – 
10:30AM 

Rosalind Kidwell Kate Jablin Rosalind Kidwell Chris Henry Tracy Kidwell 

Altar Guild Debbe & Lindsay Conyers Debbe & Lindsay Conyers Debbe & Lindsay Conyers Debbe & Lindsay Conyers Eric Nye 

Stewards 
Margot Birkholtz 
Lindsay Conyers 

Margot Birkholtz 
Lindsay Conyers 

Margot Birkholtz 
Lindsay Conyers 

Margot Birkholtz 
Lindsay Conyers 

TBD 

 

 

Barbara Rhodine 1 Linda Kidwell 15 
Tommy Nachtigal 3 Tom Gossett 18 
Mary Johnson 4 Jude Wright 19 
Phyllis Ricklefs 4 Bob Campbell 21 
Chris Blackmon 5 Janet Talbot 23 
Anna Reinemer 5 Irene Devin 24 
Laura Brande 6 Colben Sorenson 24 
Judy Moline 10 Kelsey Wine 25 
Stephanie Cossairt 12 Kate Jablin 29 
J.T. Conyers 13 Carlye Weiss 29 
Raenne Groathouse 13 Steve Barrett 30 
Ashleigh Dockter 14 Sonja Hanson 30 
    

Church Council 2015 
   

Andrea Toven President 

Steve Boss Vice President 

 Property 

Kris Oolman Secretary 

 Fellowship 

Margot Birkholz Evangelism 

Lindsay Conyers Social Ministry 

Jennie Lawrence Christian Education 

Sharon Leder Worship & Music 

Terri Rittenburg Stewardship 

Mark Stayton Mutual Ministries 

   

Bev Gossett Financial Secretary 

 

Birthdays 



ELCA presiding bishop continues call to confront racism 

CHICAGO (ELCA) – As 

racism remains an enduring 

crisis in the United States, the 

Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, 

presiding bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), is 

continuing her call to our 

church to address the 

complexity and implications 

of the issue in "Confronting 

Racism: A Holy Yearning" – a 

live webcast Jan. 14 at 8 p.m. 

(CST). This is Eaton's second 

live webcast on the topic of 

racism. 

Among other topics, the 

January webcast will raise the 

question of the racial disparity 

in the U.S. criminal justice 

system, emphasizing the 

ELCA's commitment to pray 

for the incarcerated, their 

families and communities, 

and those wrongly convicted, 

as well as to pray for law 

enforcers and those who work 

in the system. The webcast 

will also underscore the 

denomination's declaration to 

name racism as a sin and 

highlight the ELCA's ongoing 

work to eliminate racial, 

ethnic discrimination in the 

church and society. 

William B. Horne II, a 

member of St. Paul's Lutheran 

Church in Clearwater, Fla., 

and a former member of the ELCA Church Council, will serve as 

webcast host.  ELCA members joining Eaton and Horne are Judge 

Yolanda Tanner, an associate judge for the Baltimore City Circuit 

Court; Leonard Duncan, who will share his experience of 

incarceration, poverty and homelessness; and Charlene Guiliani, a 

former police sergeant. 

Duncan is a student at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 

Philadelphia (LTSP); Guiliani is a student at Wartburg Theological 

Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa. Both are scholarship recipients of the ELCA 

Fund for Leaders, an endowed scholarship fund to provide tuition 

assistance for qualified candidates studying at ELCA seminaries. LTSP 

and Wartburg are two of eight ELCA seminaries. 

In several public statements, the ELCA presiding bishop has called for 

sustained conversations about racism and racial justice, particularly in 

response to several events across the United States.   

"God's intention for all humanity is that we see the intrinsic worth, 

dignity and value of all people. Racism undermines the promise of 

community and fractures authentic relationships with one another. We 

need to talk and we need to listen, but we also need to act," Eaton said 

in a June 24 statement.  

 

Information about the webcast is available at www.ELCA.org/webcast, 

where a link to the live webcast will be embedded. A live stream also 

will be available at www.Facebook.com/Lutherans. Twitter handle is 

#ELCAConfrontRacism.  

ELCA members are invited to submit a question to be considered 

during the live webcast at livinglutheran@elca.org.
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 This is Christ’s church… there is a place for you!  
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