
Sunday, January 10, 2016 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are happy that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us by intinction.  White grape juice 
is available in the crystal chalice.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to 
bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

WELCOME… We pray your worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

Baptism of Our Lord: 
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all baptismal blessings. We 
recall and celebrate our adoption as daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the 
promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . 
fire.” On this day the heavens open again, for this assembly, and we receive the gift of the 
beloved Son of God in bread and wine. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

The assembly stands. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, 
who unites us and sends us. 
Amen. 



 

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Mighty and loving God, 
 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We seek our own way. 
We divide the body of Christ. 
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 
Let the words of our mouths, 
the thoughts of our hearts, 
and everything that we do 
be filled with faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the voice of Jesus: 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
to proclaim release to the captives.” 
 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
I proclaim to you 
that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 
The joy of the Lord is your strength, 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

The service continues with gathering song. 

GATHERING HYMN: “This Is the Spirit's Entry Now” (ELW 448) 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

 

 

 



KYRIE 
A Kyrie is sung in dialogue between an assisting minister and the assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy 
Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are 
born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7  
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring them home. They need no longer be afraid, because the one 
who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and 
honored, and God loves them. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 1But now thus says the Lord, 
  he who created you, O Jacob, 
  he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3For I am the Lord your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 



  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 7everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 

   

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
 
PSALM: Psalm 29  
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 1Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods, 
  ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name; 
  worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the Lord is upon the | mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees; 
  the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 
 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
 7The voice | of the Lord 
  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying, “Glory!” 
 10The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
 11O Lord, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.  

 

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17  
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized after hearing the good 

news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of 

hands. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive 



the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; 
instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles 
the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 
a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 



CHILDREN’S TIME 
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 

 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “When Jesus Came to Jordan” (ELW 305) 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Giving thanks for the gift of baptism and the gifts of grace in the world, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

For your church on earth, that your Spirit guides your children. Unite us in our common call to 
live out your justice and stand with our siblings of every faith community. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 



For this world, which you redeemed, that the 
powerful in all nations foster its health and care for 
all its creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give your people of every land the tools and strength 
to care for one another. Give passion to strive for 
justice to your people. Bless all countries with the 
courage to follow what is wise and good. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Lift up the poor and oppressed, ease the troubled 
minds and hearts of those in turmoil, and surround 
those who are ill with the comforts of good medicine 
and good friends, signs of your healing. We pray 
especially for . . . .  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Guide those preparing for baptism, their sponsors, and this assembly so that we all live into 
the promises made in baptism. Lead us all to scripture, the holy supper, and toward justice and 
peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for the lives of the faithful departed and for the assurance of the same 
resurrection by our baptism into Christ’s death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all of your beloved for whom we pray, trusting 
in your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 



OFFERING 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY 
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills 
were gathered together to become one bread, 
so let your church be gathered together 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s abundant life for you. 

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Baptized in Water” (ELW 456) 
“O Blessed Spring” (ELW 447) 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

We thank you, O God, 
that you have fed us at your banqueting table 
with bread and wine beyond compare,  
the very life of Christ for us.  
Send your Spirit with us now, 
that we may set the captive free, 
use your gifts to build one another up, 
and in everything reflect your glory 
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
God Almighty send you light and truth 
to keep you all the days of your life. 
The hand of God protect you; 
the holy angels accompany you; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and forever. 
Amen. 



PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” (ELW 451)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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A Word About the Gospel Today 

Sacred Passages 

Jesus was baptized when he was about 30. Scripture doesn’t give us a lot of glimpses into Jesus’ life before this 
moment and it’s not hard to guess why. He was born for this day—this day of his baptism. This day the heavens 
opened and revealed to all that what had been foretold was now coming true and that what had been until now 

only a whisper was now a shout of revelation. 

How did Jesus feel that day? Surely he had known this was coming. Or perhaps he hadn’t; some scholars think 
that scripture shows evidence that Jesus’ divinity was hidden from him until his baptism day. Regardless, how 
must it have felt for him to finally be in the moment where he knew what he was born to do—when he stood on 
the edge of who he had been and stepped forward into all that he was to 

become? 

We’ve glimpsed such things ourselves. God makes it so. We may not get to see 
the Spirit descending like a dove or hear a voice from heaven marking our 
passages, but we feel their weight and joy nonetheless. Remember when you 
clasped your hand with your love’s and realized that was the hand you would be 
glad to hold the rest of your days. When you heard the baby cry and gasped to 
know nine months of heartburn and swollen ankles had finally come to this—
blessed this! When you embarked on that task which both exhilarated and 

frightened you nearly to tears, and knew you were the one to do it. 

Our passages are sacred as well. And God is no less present in the baptismal 
waters that run over us than God was present in the water and the Word at the 

river Jordan the day Jesus was baptized.  

 
 

Commemorations This Week 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. — Friday, January 15, 2016 

An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent preacher, a leader of the 
nonviolent resistance to race- segregated society, and recipient of 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on this date, he was assassinated on 
April 4, 1968. 
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