Sunday, February 7, 2016
Service of Holy Eucharist
To all who join in worship, we are happy that you are here today!






We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is available in
the cups in the center of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us to
bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.
Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5
years and younger. If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get
the attendant. A changing table is available in the nursery.
Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or someone you know would
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer.

WELCOME… We pray your worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

Transfiguration of Our Lord:
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting that glory
in the world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray
that it will be true of all of us who see the glory of the Lord in the word and in the supper and
who are being “transformed into the same image” by the Spirit of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us and forms us,
who redeems us and calls us,
who unites us and sends us.
Amen.

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Mighty and loving God,
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We seek our own way.
We divide the body of Christ.
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us.
Let the words of our mouths,
the thoughts of our hearts,
and everything that we do
be filled with faith, hope, and love.
Amen.
Hear the voice of Jesus:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
to proclaim release to the captives.”
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
I proclaim to you
that your sins are forgiven and you are released.
The joy of the Lord is your strength,
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” (ELW 318)
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Cantor begins:

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your glory in the
face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity
so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “OH LOVE! OH LIFE!”

By Stephan Casurella and words by john Greenleaf whittier

FIRST READING: Exodus 34:29-35

Moses’ face shone with the reflected glory of God after he received the ten commandments on Mount
Sinai. The sight caused the Israelites to be afraid, so Moses wore a veil to mask the radiance of God’s
glory, taking it off when he spoke directly with God.
A reading from Exodus.
29
Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two
tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because
he had been talking with God. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his
face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; and
Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them.
32
Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord
had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put
a veil on his face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would
take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had
been commanded, 35the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was
shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 99

The psalm for the day is sung.
The Lord is king; let the | people tremble.
The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake.
2
The Lord, | great in Zion,
is high a- | bove all peoples.
3
Let them confess God’s name, which is | great and awesome;
God is the | Holy One.
4
O mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity;
you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob.
5
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down be- | fore God’s footstool;
God is the | Holy One.
6
Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel
among those who call upon your | name, O Lord,
they called upon you, and you | answered them,
7
you spoke to them out of the pil- | lar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you gave them.
8
O Lord our God, you answered | them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their | evil deeds.
9
Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God’s | holy hill;
for the Lord our God is the | Holy One.

1

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2

In his debates with the Corinthians, Paul contrasts the glory of Moses with the glory of Christ. The Israelites could
not see Moses’ face because of the veil. But in Christ we see the unveiled glory of God and are transformed into
Christ’s likeness.

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13not like Moses, who put a
veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was
being set aside. 14But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the
reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside.
15
Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one
turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as
though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of
glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.
12

Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose
heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning
or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the
conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
4:1

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: Luke 9:28-43a

The conversation about Jesus’ suffering and death is enclosed in a dazzling foreshadowing of the resurrection.
God affirms Jesus’ identity, the disciples are stunned speechless, and Jesus resumes his mission with a
demonstration of his power over evil.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
28

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and
went up on the mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and
Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down
with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood
with him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not
knowing what he said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and
they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said,
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

37

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met him.
Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my
only child. 39Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he
foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 40I begged your disciples to cast
it out, but they could not.” 41Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how
much longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42While he was
coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean
spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 43aAnd all were astounded at the
greatness of God.
38

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Oh, Wondrous Image, Vision Fair” (ELW 316)
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing with all the faithful, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
God of glory, guide and empower your church’s leaders to trust your promises as Moses and
Elijah did. Shine the light of Christ through your church to the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of majesty, from the highest mountain to the lowest valley, your power is seen in your
creation. Help us to protect and care for soil, air, water, and all the creatures you have made.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of hope and freedom, give just laws; fair leaders; sufficient food, water, and shelter; and
abundant peace to all nations in poverty, strife, or at war. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of wholeness, bring clarity to those in confusing times, healing to those in painful times,
and peace to those in trying times. We pray especially for . . . .
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of new life, show us your will for the ministries in this place, and transform us for
mission and witness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of glory, we give thanks for all the beloved who rest in your loving arms. Keep us from
losing heart and strengthen our faith in your promise of everlasting life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all of your beloved for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY “Come to the Table” ELW 481
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.
Let us pray.
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills
were gathered together to become one bread,
so let your church be gathered together
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s abundant life for you.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (ELW 631)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The assembly stands to receive the blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads the prayer.
Let us pray.

We thank you, O God,
that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare,
the very life of Christ for us.
Send your Spirit with us now,
that we may set the captive free,
use your gifts to build one another up,
and in everything reflect your glory
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

God Almighty send you light and truth
to keep you all the days of your life.
The hand of God protect you;
the holy angels accompany you;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and forever.
Amen.

PARISH SHARING TIME

Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God’s mission in the world.

SENDING HYMN: “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” (ELW 314)
The assembly stands.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

TEXTS FOR NEXT WEEK:

First Reading—Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm—Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Second Reading—Romans 10:8b-13
Gospel—Luke 4:1-13
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A Word About the Gospel Today
Miracle of the Everyday
We are captivated by the extraordinary. The self-help shelves of bookstores are filled with quickfix solutions for attaining greatness. Popular culture idolizes millionaire athletes and celebrity
artists. Meanwhile, the Internet keeps buzzing with countless choices for escaping the doldrums of
our “boring” everyday experience.

On the mountain, Jesus also encountered something extraordinary: he appeared transfigured,
wrapped in dazzling light and flanked by prophets of the past—a miracle! But Jesus did not stay
on the mountain. He turned back toward the valley below to be among the broken and the
hopeless. This is the greater miracle: not dazzling light on a mountaintop, but ordinary love in the
valley—love that went all the way to the cross.
The transfiguration into which Jesus invites us cannot be reduced to mountaintop experiences. It is
also found in the ordinary discipleship of love and service in daily life. Here—in the middle of
scrubbing bathtubs, helping with homework, attending worship, balancing budgets, taking lunch
breaks—here, we may receive from God’s hand a joy deeper than happiness and a peace truer than
satisfaction.
But, often enough, we are like Peter: we cling to the extraordinary. We imagine a life that is all
brightness and no sacrifice, which promises everything but calls us to nothing. We want to stay on
the mountain, far from the pain and struggle of the valley. So we end up not taking risks, boxing in
our lives to keep them safe . . . safe and dead.
But there is a voice challenging us, crying out, “Listen to him!” (Luke 9:35). Listen to the one
who goes down from the mountain, who humbles himself on the cross! Listen to the one who
found life even in death!
So, as we stand poised to enter into the season of Lent, let us listen for God: Where is our
mountain of comfort? Where is our valley of challenge? What is our
path to life?

Commemorations This Week
Cyril, monk, died 869; Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries to
the Slavs
Sunday, February 14, 2016
These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were sent to
bring Christianity to the Slavic people. In the course of their work they created a
written language, inventing the Cyrillic alphabet for it, and translated the Bible
and the liturgy.
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