
Sunday, February 28, 2016 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is available in 
the glass chalice.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread 
and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

WELCOME… We pray your worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

Third Sunday in Lent: 
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of 
repentance. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to 
attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The 
landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more 
year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God! 

 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

The assembly stands. 

 
 
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who brings us safely through the sea, 
who gives us water from the rock, 
who leads us into the land of milk and honey. 
Amen. 
Let us come home to God, confessing our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful Father, 
we have sinned against heaven and before you. 
We do not fully live as your sons and daughters. 
We use your gifts to our own ends. 
Forgive us and restore us, 
that we may resist all that draws us away from you, 
and be at peace with one another. Amen. 
 
We are reconciled to God through Christ; 
for his sake, God does not count our trespasses against us. 
Once dead in sin, we are now alive to God. 
Once lost, we now are found. 
God clothes you in the finest robe of all, 

the righteousness of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
forgiving you all your sins 
and making of you a new creation. 
 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church”

 (ELW 321)  

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you.  

 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and 
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to 
fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “O JESUS, JOY OF LOVING HEARTS” 
(By Allen Orten Gibbs, attr. Bernard of Clairvaux) 

            O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, fount of life and our true light, 

            We seek the peace your love imparts, and stand rejoicing in your sight. 

            Adoramus te, Domine. 
 

            For you our restless spirits yearn where e're our changing lot is cast; 

            Glad when your presence we discern, blest, when our faith can hold you fast. 

            Adoramus te, Domine. 
 

            O Jesus, ever with us stay; make all our moments calm and bright; 

            Oh, turn the dark of night away, shed o'er the world your holy light. 

            Adoramus te, Domine. 
  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9  
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of 
abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to the Lord will enjoy 

new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways. 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 



 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
 6Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
  call upon him while he is near; 
 7let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8 
The psalm for the day is sung. 

1O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you; 

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  

as in a dry and weary land where there | is no water. 

 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place, 

  that I might behold your power | and your glory. 

 3For your steadfast love is better than | life itself; 

  my lips shall | give you praise. 

 4So will I bless you as long | as I live 

  and lift up my hands | in your name.  

 5My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods, 

  and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips, 

 6when I remember you up- | on my bed, 

  and meditate on you in | the night watches. 



 7For you have | been my helper, 

  and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice. 

 8My whole being | clings to you; 

  your right hand | holds me fast.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13  
Paul uses images from Hebrew story and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is our rock, our 

water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness. 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. 
1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 
from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was 
not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 
 
  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 
7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat 
and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of 
them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as 
some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them 
did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an 
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 
12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken 
you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond 
your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to 
endure it. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9  
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a hard 
call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be 

tempered by patience. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when 
the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as 
they did.” 
  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I 
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it 
be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and 
put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 
 

SERMON 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “As the Sun with Longer Journey” (ELW 329)  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Hearing the call to return to the Lord, let us join the whole people of God in prayer for all who 
cry out in pain and in hope. 

A brief silence. 

Refrain is sung and then repeated after each petition. 

Incline our ears to you, faithful God. Open us to receive your word. Transform our thoughts 
into your thoughts and our ways into your ways for the glory of your kingdom.  
Hear us, O God. 
(Refrain) 



Send rain to dry and weary lands, faithful God. Quench the thirst of the earth and every living 
creature. Hear us, O God. 
(Refrain) 
 
Make all governments thirst for your justice, faithful God. Bring citizens and elected officials 
together to create communities where all people may live in peace. Sustain us by your grace in 
this work. Hear us, O God. 
(Refrain) 
 
Fill the cups of the thirsty, faithful God. Fill the plates of the hungry. Give peace to all who 
mourn and healing to all who live with mental illness. Be with all who suffer. 
Hear us, O God. 
(Refrain) 
 
Gather the hungry around your table, faithful God. Satisfy and unite us with the body and 
blood of your Son. Send us out to share the bountiful feast you give to us.  
Hear us, O God. 
(Refrain) 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Keep us in your steadfast love, faithful God. We give thanks for all who mentored each of us 
in the faith and now celebrate life eternal with you. By their witness we know you more fully. 
Hear us, O God. 
(Refrain) 
 
To you, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your boundless mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”  
 (ELW 334: Stanza 1 and Lent 3 only) 
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, 
you have not fed us with bread alone, 
but with words of grace and life. 
Bless us and these your gifts, 
which we receive from your bounty, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe... 

...With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 



Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All who thirst, all who hunger, 
come and be filled with the goodness of God. 

 
 
 



COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
“There's a Wideness in God's Mercy” (ELW 588) 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, we thank you for gathering and feeding us 
as a mother hen embraces her young. 
Release us now to go on our way in these forty days, 
ready to see our work as prayer, 
ready to fast from complacency, 
and ready to share with those in need; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The blessing of God Almighty, 

the wisdom and power of ☩ Christ Jesus, 
and the light of the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  

 
SENDING HYMN: “Restore in Us, O God” (ELW 328)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

TEXTS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
First Reading—Joshua 5:9-12  

Psalm—Psalm 32 

Second Reading—2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Gospel—Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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License #SAS017696. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



A Word About the Gospel 
Today 

Looking for Fruit 
Christians have sometimes been referred to 
jokingly as the “frozen chosen.” This has 
nothing to do with geography or climate. The 
expression refers to the tendency many of us 
have to clam up or freeze when it comes to 
talking about or doing “good works.” 

This may be especially true for those of us who 
believe the heart of the gospel is the good news 
that we are justified—reconciled—with God not 
because of anything we do but because of what 
God has done through Christ. This doing, God’s 
doing, is a gift, not something we earn or 
deserve. So references to “works” can fill us 
with suspicion. Are we somehow thinking that 
we have some pull, through our own thoughts 
and behavior, to make ourselves acceptable to 
God? 

Our good works, all the ways in which we 
demonstrate our love for God and neighbor, do 
not and cannot put us right with God, no matter 
how great our effort or how spectacular our 
success. 

That does not mean, however, that we do 
nothing. The man in Jesus’ parable comes 
looking for fruit on his fig tree. Elsewhere in the 
gospels Jesus says that trees are known by their 
fruit (Luke 6:44, Matt. 12:33). Good works 
don’t save us, but they do come as naturally to 
Jesus’ followers—to God’s beloved children—
as apples grow on the branches of a healthy, 
well-fed apple tree. To be loved freely is to 
freely love. To have mercy shown is to show 
mercy. To rejoice in the sheer grace of God is to 
reach out to others with and from the same 
grace. 

Are we bearing fruit? Fruit not for ourselves, 
but for the well-being of the world God loves so 
much? If we aren’t, we can still give thanks, 

knowing that God the gardener is fertilizing the 
soil around our hearts. 

Commemorations this week 
 

George Herbert, Hymnwriter, died 1633 
Tuesday, March 01, 2016 

An excellent scholar, Herbert served briefly in the 
English parliament, then became a parish priest. He 

was known for devoted care of his parishioners, as well 
as for writing poetry and 

hymns, including "Come, my way, 
my truth, my life." He died at age 

40. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Wesley, died 1791; Charles Wesley, 
died 1788; Renewers of the church 

Wednesday, March 02, 2016 
 

These brothers led a revival originally intended to 
remain within the Church of England, one that involved 
frequent communion and advocacy for the poor. Except 
for a brief 

time in 
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