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Thursday, March 24, 2016 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is available in 
the cups in center of tray.  Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the 
bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

Maundy Thursday: 
With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around 
the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. At the heart of the 
Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the 
feet of his disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, 
especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’ sacrifice of his 
life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of the world. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

GATHERING 
 

 

 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The presiding minister invites the assembly into the confession. 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to 
which we were called at baptism. 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace 
of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter 
the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

The presiding minister leads the assembly in the confession. 

Most merciful God, we enter your presence with soiled feet, calloused and dirty with the 
messiness of our lives. We have walked in the mire of selfishness and pride, not loving 
others as you have loved us. We are not able to wash ourselves, the stain is too great. 
Bring us again to the refreshing waters of our Baptism. Wash us and make us white as 
snow. Set our feet on the paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. Forgive us and 
make us clean.  
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Hear the Good News! Christ’s life, death and resurrection have won for you forgiveness and 
life eternal. Through the waters of Holy Baptism you have been washed clean of all sin and 
guilt and now stand before God as one who is spotless and new. Go forth refreshed and 
renewed in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
People may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands. 

The minister, laying both hands on each person’s head, addresses each in turn. 
In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 
The person may respond Amen. 
 

Then the assembly stands. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, and 
in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service.  Grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed our spirits, and 
refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14 
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This 
festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the 
threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, 

especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death. 

A reading from Exodus. 
1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a 
lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people 
who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 
sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of 
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 
8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, 
with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, 
and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on 
all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for 
you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the 
Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one 
another, because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful 

participation in this meal is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future. 

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 

 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 

 
GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus 
performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one 

another. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 
And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 
and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, 
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you 
are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 
“Not all of you are clean.” 



  12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 
to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you 
are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do 
as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them.” 
 
  31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the 
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” (ELW 358)  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 
FOOTWASHING  
The assembly is seated.  

On this night we have heard our Lord’s commandment to love one another 
as he has loved us. We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to 
love one another, to be servants to each other as Jesus became our servant. 
Our commitment to this loving service is signified in the washing of feet, 
following the example our Lord gave us on the night before his death. 

Those who desire may go to a footwashing station. 

 

HYMNS:  “Where Charity and Love Prevail” (ELW 359) 
   “Where True Charity and Love Abide” (ELW 642) 
 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

At this service of communion at Christ’s table, let us join together in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Blessed are you, O God, for the church. Bring all people into your fellowship of love. Make us 
worthy to share your food. Pass us over from death into life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you for this good earth. Protect the waters from pollution. Bless the growing crops 
with your rain and sun. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you for our nation. Inspire us and all nations to live in peace and concord. Free 
those who are enslaved by injustice. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you for this table. We pray for the hungry, those in need, the sick, and for those 
alienated from you. Answer their cries. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Blessed are you for this community of faith. Form us into servants for this neighborhood. Give 
us your spirit of service. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Blessed are you for all believers who have gone before us. Bring us all at the end into your 
everlasting glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive, O loving God, our prayers, and grant that we and all people may know the mercy of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
 



OFFERING 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 
God of glory, 
receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. 
As Jesus was lifted up from the earth, 
draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, 
that all creation may be brought from bondage to freedom, 
from darkness to light, and from death to life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 

The presiding minister continues: 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 
You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 
transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Where charity and love abide, there is God. 
Rejoice in this holy communion. 

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Go to Dark Gethsemane” (ELW 347) 

“Stay with Me” (ELW 348) 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament 
you strengthen us with the saving power 
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. 
May this sacrament of your body and blood 
so work in us that the fruits of your redemption 
will show forth in the way we live, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR  
Psalm 22 sung by cantor. 

All depart in silence. 
 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License #SAS017696. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  



A Word About the Gospel 
Today 

The Tension Builds 
Tonight is one of those nights where the tension 
hangs thick in the room. The gospel writer wastes 
no time inviting us into this tension as we hear 
from the beginning of the text that Jesus “knew his 
hour had come” (John 13:1). We cannot help but 
see this whole night through that lens. Along with 
Jesus, we know what is coming, and we have no 
option but to follow. The tone is set. 

But even as we know what is coming, we 
approach this night with questions. This is a night 
for questions, after all. And Peter’s question on 
this night invites our own: “Are you going to wash 
my feet?” (John 13:6). While footwashing is 
uncomfortable for some, that feeling is appropriate 
on this night of uncomfortable questions and 
commandments. “Is there release from this 
tension?” we ask. “Can this be different? Must we 
love everyone? Is this your only parting word to 
us?” 

These questions accompany us as we shuffle to the 
washing station, the table of grace, and that garden 
where we’ll stay tonight. These questions pull at 
us, creating a tension inside of us that won’t be 
relieved for another few days. We become okay 
with this, relying on God amidst this 
uncomfortably building tension. 

Time is short. This story is coming to a climax. 
These forty days of Lent are reaching their peak. 
And even as we may know the ending, we’re 
caught here on this side of the tension praying for 
release. 

But not yet. Not until we wash, eat, drink, and 
wait. Tonight we receive the grace of God, the 
love of Christ, in both commandment and physical 
action: washing, bread, and wine. Live deeply into 
the tension this night; do not rush for release. Hear 
the commandment to love your neighbor and do so 
these next three days more than any other. Tonight 
we are invited to wait and to pray. 

 

Holy Week 

 

We continue our observance of Holy Week on this 
Maundy Thursday as we hear the story of Jesus’ 
washing of his disciples’ feet and his words, “I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another.” (John 13:34) Remembering Jesus’ act of 
servanthood our pastoral leaders will wash the feet of 
congregants. Remembering Jesus’ last supper before 
his death, we will share Holy Communion this night. We 
depart in silence to return on Good Friday. 
 
The Good Friday liturgy tomorrow is the Tenebrae. 
Tenebrae, Latin for "darkness," was the name given to 
the medieval predawn morning prayer celebrated by 
monks during the last three days in Holy Week. In the 
monastic practice, it was a service of prayers and 
readings from scripture. As the light began to dawn, the 
candles used for reading were gradually extinguished, 
so that at the end of the service, the rising sun provided 
the necessary light for reading and singing. In recent 
centuries, this monastic liturgy—despite its early 
morning light imagery—was transferred to an evening in 
Holy Week. 
 
In our Good Friday service, the extinguishing of candles 
is placed within the reading of the Passion According to 
St. John, the ancient gospel narrative for the day. 
Following each portion of the reading, a hymn is sung 
and a candle extinguished. The writer of John sees 
Jesus' death as his glorification. Rather than "mourning" 
the dying or dead Jesus on Good Friday, the cross is 
acclaimed as the sign of the world's redemption.  
 
Join us for the grand celebration of the  Resurrection 
of Our Lord on Sunday morning. We will rejoice that 
Jesus has passed from death into life. Raised with 
Christ, we go forth into the world empowered with the 
good news of the resurrection. 
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