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Sunday, April 3, 2016 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is available in 
the cups at the center of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to 
bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

 

The Second Sunday of Easter: 
In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is 
hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). 
Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating 
Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the Lord Jesus will return to us again 
and again in the mystery of the holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, 
and offering us his peace. 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 



 
Let us come into the light, 
the revealing and healing light of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of grace and glory, 
you have brought us through the night of sin 
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. 
Make us alive in Christ, O God. 
Make us new as you make all things new. 
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, 
renew us in grace, 
and restore us to living in your holiness, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! 
The light of the risen Christ 
puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, 
restores innocence to the fallen, 
casts out hate, brings peace, 
and humbles earthly pride. 
Jesus Christ loves you 

and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood. 
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “The Day of Resurrection!” (ELW 361)  
 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son.  
By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “To His Garden” 

(1826 Kentucky Harmony  Arr. by Susan Matsui) 
 

The Lord into his garden comes, the spices yield a rich perfume, 
The lilies grow and thrive, the lilies grow and thrive. 
 

Refreshing show’rs of grace divine from Jesus flow to every vine. 
And make the dead revive, and make the dead revive. 
 

Come children, you who love the Lord, who taste the sweetness of his word, 
In Jesus’ word now live, in Jesus’ word now live! 
 

Unfurling to the Light divine, Let your leaves and blossoms intertwine, 
Bearing fruit in Christian love, bearing fruit in Christian love. 



FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32  
Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response 
to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin 

through repentance. 

A reading from Acts. 
 

 27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high 
priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here 
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s 
blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any 
human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging 
him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (ELW 533)  
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8  
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ, experienced by a Christian prophet 
named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all 

time. 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31  
The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful 
disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the 

resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 

The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 
 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “We Walk by Faith” (ELW 635)  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the church, the 
lives of people in need, and the life of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

 
Holy God of resurrection, fill us with your Holy Spirit to announce the new life you give 
through Christ Jesus. Lead us to people who need to hear good news.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 



Breathe new life into all of creation. Send sun to warm and water to saturate yards, fields, and 
mountains. Set all things in order, that abundance may come forth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Open paths for cooperation between nations to care for refugees, survivors of natural disaster, 
and people living through war. Bless the efforts of peacemaking troops, diplomats, and relief 
organizations to foster peace in the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Pour out your enduring mercy to strengthen those who persevere in difficult times. Guide 
them to places where they may find shelter in your presence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gather together the various gifts of this community and unite us in praise. Harmonize the 
sound and movement of instruments, voices, hands, feet, and, bodies. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You have united yourself with the saints at rest through Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead. 
Join us all together in his resurrection on the last day. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring all 
things into the risen life of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
OFFERING 

 
CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY  
“We Place upon Your Table, Lord” (ELW 467)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The table of life is spread before you. 
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God. 

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Bread of Life from Heaven” (ELW 474)  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
that you make your home with us, 
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. 
Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here, 
that we may wipe away tears, 
tend to those in mourning and pain, 
seek the healing of the nations, 
and bring to earth the presence of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



BENEDICTION 
The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, 

the blessing of ☩ Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  

 
SENDING HYMN: “Thine Is the Glory” (ELW 376)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEXTS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
First Reading—Acts 9:1-20  

Psalm— Psalm 30 

Second Reading—Revelation 5:11-14 

Gospel—John 21:1-19 
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A Word About the Gospel Today 

Free Captives 

If captivity is at one end of the spectrum and freedom is at the other, where are 
you? All of us should find ourselves completely on the free side of the spectrum 
because at the empty tomb, we were released once and for all from the power of 
sin and death. Yet many of us don’t find ourselves there. Most of us find 
ourselves locked up in that room with the disciples. 

 

The disciples receive the news that Jesus has been raised from the dead, and in 
their fear they lock themselves behind closed doors. They are set free only to 
jump back into captivity. What a reaction! What a familiar reaction. 

 

The disciples are proof that we need Easter constantly. We continually forget our 
new status as free creatures. We continually forget that, without Easter, we really 
are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Yet Jesus gives us the means by 
which we can have Easter constantly. He gives each disciple a key that will 
unlock any fellow captive at any moment of any day. “If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained” (John 20:23). The key is forgiveness. With this key in hand, we join 
Jesus in the work of emptying the prison! 

 

Many weeks we begin our worship with words of confession and forgiveness. 
We come together and pull that key out of our pockets so that we can practice 
using it. When we go back out into the world, we’ve got forgiveness in our 
bones. 

 

Because of the gifts of the Spirit given at baptism, you have the key to the 
prison. Who will you set free? 

        
 
 

 



Commemorations this week 

 

Benedict the African, Confessor, died 1589 
Monday, April 04, 2016 

 
Born a slave on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope ordered all 

hermits to attach themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict joined the 
Franciscans. Though illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor                          

and later superior of his community. 

 

Albrecht Dürer, died 1528; Matthias Grünewald, died 1529; Lucas Cranach, died 
1553; Artists 

Wednesday, April 06, 2016 
These great artists revealed through their work the mystery of salvation and the wonder of creation. Dürer's work 
reflected the apocalyptic spirit of his time. Though he remained a Roman Catholic, he was sympathetic to Martin 
Luther's reforming work. Grünewald's paintings are known for their dramatic forms, vivid colors, and depiction of 
light. Cranach's work includes many fine religious examples and several portraits of Martin Luther. Cranach was 

also widely known for his woodcuts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Theologian, died 1945 
Saturday, April 09, 2016 

 
Bonhoeffer was a German theologian who wrote profoundly, yet in an 
accessible manner. In the Second World War, he became a leader of 
the Confessing Church in Germany that resisted the Nazi movement. 
Linked to a plot to kill Hitler, he was hanged shortly before the end of 

the war. 
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NEXT WEEK—April 10, 2016 

Preacher:   Pastor Rachel Larson 

Lector:     8:00AM Mark Rehwaldt 
  10:30AM Diane Fiedler 

Acolyte:   8:00AM Carl Buckner 
  10:30AM Rebecca Lyford 

Ushers:    8:00AM The Jablin  
  Family 
  10:30AM Lois & Edward  
  Hiller 
Greeters: 8:00AM Sara Pommarane  
  Den’ja Pommarane 
  10:30AM Sharon Leder 
  Iris Brunett 

Nursery:  8:00AM TBA 
  10:30AM TBA 

THIS WEEK—April 3, 2016 

Preacher:   Intern Jennifer Michael 

Lector:    8:00AM Judi Weatherwax 
 10:30AM Mark Lyford 

Acolyte:    8:00AM Marygrace Buckner 
 10:30AM Makayla Renneisen 

Ushers:    8:00AM Maia Anderson 
  Marie Frick 
 10:30AM Bob Campbell 
  Mike Smith 
Greeters:   8:00AM Bobbie Schimek  
  Al Schimek 
 10:30AM Jason Sherwood 
  Teresa Sherwood 

Nursery:    8:00AM Hailey Anderson 
 10:30AM Tracy Kidwell  

Stewards:  Judy Moline & Charles Nye 

Altar Guild:  Judy Moline 

Coffee Fellowship:  The Anderson Family 

 

 


