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The Third Sunday of Easter 



Sunday, April 10, 2016 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is available in 
the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread and 
wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

 

The Third Sunday of Easter: 
The disciples make a big splash and have breakfast with the risen Jesus in the gospel. Wading 
in the water (remembering our baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating the holy 
communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us, with Peter, again 
and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the 
Easter life to others. 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 



Let us come into the light, 
the revealing and healing light of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of grace and glory, 
you have brought us through the night of sin 
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. 
Make us alive in Christ, O God. 
Make us new as you make all things new. 
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, 
renew us in grace, 
and restore us to living in your holiness, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! 
The light of the risen Christ 
puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, 
restores innocence to the fallen, 
casts out hate, brings peace, 
and humbles earthly pride. 
Jesus Christ loves you 

and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood. 
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 
Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” (ELW 389)  
 

 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and 
might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Christ is Arisen” 

(12th c. German Kyrieleis, arr. by Crawford Thoburn, words by Charles Wesley ) 
 

 Christ is arisen, Christ the Lord is risen today, All on earth with angels say, 
 Raise you joys and triumph high, Sing ye heaven’s and earth reply: Alleluia! 
 
 Love’s redeeming work is done, Fought the fight, the battle won, 
 Death in vain forbids Him rise, Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 
 Lives again our glorious King, Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
 Once He died our souls to save, Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 
 Christ is risen, Alleluia! 



FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-20  
Each of us has a story of meeting God’s grace. Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all 
who followed the Way of Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation, beginning with an 

encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 

A reading from Acts. 
 

 1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he 
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 
him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men 
who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 
8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they 
led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank. 
  10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here 
he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said 
to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles 
and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suffer 
for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul 
and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was 
baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength.  
  For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to 
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 30   
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 1I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lift- | ed me up 
  and have not let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 2O Lord my God, I cried | out to you, 
  and you restored | me to health. 



 
 3You brought me up, O Lord, | from the dead; 
  you restored my life as I was going down | to the grave. 
 4Sing praise to the Lord, | all you faithful; 
  give thanks in ho- | ly remembrance.  
 5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor | lasts a lifetime. 
  Weeping spends the night, but joy comes | in the morning. 
 6While I felt se- | cure, I said, 
  “I shall never | be disturbed. 
 7You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.” 
  Then you hid your face, and I was | filled with fear. 
 8I cried to | you, O Lord; 
  I pleaded with | my Lord, saying, 
 9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down | to the pit? 
  Will the dust praise you or de- | clare your faithfulness? 
 10Hear, O Lord, and have mer- | cy upon me; 
  O Lord, | be my helper.”  
 11You have turned my wailing | into dancing; 
  you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy. 
 12Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing; 
  O Lord my God, I will give you | thanks forever.  
 

 
SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14  
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship on the Lord’s Day. At its 

center is “the Lamb who was slain.” 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
12singing with full voice,  
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
 and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all 
that is in them, singing,  
 “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
 be blessing and honor and glory and might 
 forever and ever!” 
14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 21:1-19  
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first called. After 
echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of the cost of a disciple’s 
love and obedience. 

The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples 
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were 
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, 
“We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. 
  4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 
6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they 
cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7That disciple 
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other 
disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, 
only about a hundred yards off. 
  9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 
10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though 
there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the 
Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 
   



15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, 
I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you 
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten 
a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 

 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” (ELW 384)  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the church, the 
lives of people in need, and the life of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you supply everything we need, and more. Equip us to do the work you intend with 
the confidence that you will multiply the outcome. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Open our eyes to the promise of new life all around us. Make sprouting plants, awakening 
animals, and swimming fish all bear witness to your glorious abundance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Preserve the lives of those who are persecuted for their devotion to you. Use the faithfulness 
and insight you have given them to transform their persecutors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Restore the well-being of people who cry out to you in suffering and in want. Pour out your 
mercy upon them, and turn their wailing into dancing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Inspire the work of translators, authors, and composers who bring your word to others.  
Reveal your life through their work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Remembering the saints who praised you in life and in death, bring us also to the day when 
you will gather all people to sing hymns of praise in your presence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring all 
things into the risen life of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 
 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY  
“We Place upon Your Table, Lord” (ELW 467)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 



OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The table of life is spread before you. 
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God. 

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 



LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (ELW 843)  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
that you make your home with us, 
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. 
Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here, 
that we may wipe away tears, 
tend to those in mourning and pain, 
seek the healing of the nations, 
and bring to earth the presence of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



BENEDICTION 
The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, 

the blessing of ☩ Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  

 
SENDING HYMN: “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” (ELW 548)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TEXTS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
First Reading—Acts 9:36-43  

Psalm— Psalm 23 

Second Reading—Revelation 7:9-17 

Gospel—John 10:22-30 
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A Word About the Gospel Today 

Washed Onto Shore 
What happened in the water as the night turned to day? What happened to make the still, lifeless water 
turn into a sea teeming with life so abundant that the disciples could scarcely haul it all into the boat? 

Maybe these are questions the disciples asked that morning as they hauled in their nets full of fish after 
a long night with not so much as a bite. Maybe these are questions asked in our churches today as 
people contemplate the mystery of water poured over bodies at baptism. What happened in the water? 

Two weeks ago, at the Easter Vigil, congregations all across the world met in the night to greet the 
Easter sun, asking these same questions. What happened in the water that night, as candidates for 
baptism were plunged into seemingly lifeless water only to be washed onto shore with more life than 
they could carry? 

With the disciples, we ask these questions from the shore looking back at the sea. If Easter Day was a 
day marked by the water, then these weeks after Easter are weeks spent on the shore. This teeming 
water has marked us. What now? We have experienced this miracle of death transformed into life, 
empty nets transformed into full ones. What now? 

Now we haul our catch onto shore! In the water we were made sons and daughters, we were given new 
life, forgiveness, and the promise of the Holy Spirit. We carry what we can of this tremendous catch 
out into the world. 

Now, with Christ, we feast on the shore! On the beach Christ invited the disciples to add what they had 
to the meal he already had cooking. At the table each Sunday we are invited to do the same. We offer 
our gifts of time, talent, and treasure and place them beside the meal Christ has prepared for us. This is 
life on the shore. Taste and see! 

 

Commemorations this week 
 

 

Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, died 1557 
Sunday, April 10, 2016 

 

 

Consecrated bishop of Turku, Finland, without the approval of the 
pope, Agricola began a reform along Lutheran lines. In only three 
years, he translated the New Testament and worship texts into 
Finnish, in the process establishing the rules of Finnish writing that 

are still used today. 
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NEXT WEEK—April 17, 2016 

Preacher:   Pastor Rachel Larson 

Lector:     8:00AM Laura Buckner 
  10:30AM Jan Hanson 

Acolyte:   8:00AM Madie Jablin 
  10:30AM Ian Meyer 

Ushers:    8:00AM Amy Wright  
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  10:30AM Debbe, Lindsay, 
  & Lily Conyers 
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  10:30AM Rosalind Kidwell 
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