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WELCOME  

 

HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (ELW 504) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world. 
We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 
to remember before God our brother, Ralph, 
to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, 
we were baptized into his death. 
We were buried therefore with him 
by baptism into death, 
so that as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, 
we too might live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 
we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth,  
who formed us from the dust of the earth,  
who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life,  
who suffered death for all humanity,  
who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life,  
we praise you. 
We praise you. 



Holy Spirit, author and giver of life,  
the comforter of all who sorrow,  
our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God of grace and glory, 
we remember before you today our brother Ralph. 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 
 

FIRST READING: Psalm 23  
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 

 for his name's sake. 
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff —  
 they comfort me. 
 You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 



 my cup overflows. 
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 my whole life long.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-7  
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, 
 
 "See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away." 
 

5And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he 
said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6Then he said to me, "It is done! 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as 
a gift from the spring of the water of life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these things, and 
I will be their God and they will be my children.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:1-6  
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to 
the place where I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

RESPONSE HYMN: “Lord of All Hopefulness” (ELW 765) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON:   Pastor Sarah Moening 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done” (ELW 366)  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ. 
 

Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, 
and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, 
that, casting all their sorrow on you, 
they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 
that, where this world groans in grief and pain, 
your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, 
to believe and trust in the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed 
the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 
things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “The Seal Lullaby” (by Eric Whitacre)  
 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Ralph to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
Silence is kept. 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Ralph. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, 
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
May God's eternal sun be warm and kind to you 
And on the darkest night, some stars shine through.  
On the grayest morn a radiance brew 
And when dusk comes, God's hand to you. 
 



DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: “For All the Saints” (ELW 422)  
The assembly stands. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Committal immediately following at Green Hill Cemetery. 
 
 
 

The entire Rohr family is in deep gratitude for your attendance, support, and love.  
Thank you for joining us today in celebrating Ralph's life.  

You are cordially invited to a meal in the Rohr Fellowship Hall. 
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R 
everend Ralph Arthur Rohr, 68 of Laramie, died Sunday April 10, 2016 at Ivinson Memori-

al Hospital with his wife by his side.  He was born  August 16, 1947 in Fairview, OH, the 

son of Elmer and Catherine (Darlington) Rohr.  He received his schooling in Ohio, graduat-

ing from Westlake High School, then attending Baldwin Wallace University in Berea, OH, receiving 

his bachelor’s degree.  He then entered Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, OH, marrying his 

high school sweetheart, Judy Schuenemann, June 13, 1970 in Westlake, OH. Ralph went on an intern-

ship in Lodi, CA for a year, then returned to finish Seminary.  His first church assignment was in Car-

leton, NE, then Chillicothe, MO, and then Ft. Morgan, CO where he pastored until 1988 when the call 

came to serve at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Laramie, where he served until his retirement in 

2013.  He was a member of Trinity Lutheran Church of Laramie and enjoyed baseball, both watching 

and playing, especially in his early years.  He enjoyed traveling, gardening, and most of all his family.  

He was preceded in death by his parents and a son, Colin Timothy Rohr.  He is survived by his wife 

Judy Rohr of Laramie, WY; daughter Amy Castello (Lee) of Desert Hot Springs, CA; son Eric Rohr 

(Lara Azar) of Woodbury, MN; sisters, Jeannette Evans of Peninsula, OH and Arlene Stevenson of 

Berea, OH; a brother Carl Rohr of Ronan, MT; five grandchildren Declan, Wyatt and Garland Castello 

of Desert Hot Springs, CA and Jonas and Isabelle Rohr of Woodbury, MN; and his mother-in-law 

Nancylee Schuenemann of Westlake, OH.   

Memorials may be made to the “Ralph Rohr Memorial Fund” to be used for various charities, in care of 

Montgomery-Stryker Funeral Home, 2133 Rainbow Ave., Laramie, WY 82070. 

Participants in Service 

Preacher:    Pr. Sarah Moening 

Presider:     Pr. Rachel Larson 

Lectors:     Pr. John Sorenson, Pr. Carl Rohr, & Amy Rohr-Castello 

Musicians:   Meng Xu (Piano & Organ), Derk Lyford (Cello),    
  Amy Wright (Cello), Rebecca Lyford (Violin),    
  Jennifer Lyford (Violin) 

Sanctuary Choir: Larry Hazlett, Conductor 

Collegiate Chorale: Holly Darymple, Conductor 

Ushers:     Don Holmstrom & James Greening 
Nursery:    Susanna Holmstrom 

Meal Hosts:  Doris Eyestone, Barb Rouse, Kris Oolman, & Judy Moline 
 


