
SUNDAY, MAY 8, 2016 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF  

EASTER 

My Sheep Hear My Voice... 



Sunday, May 8, 2016 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is available in 
the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread and 
wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter: 
It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his 
death, the petitions of the ascended Lord for his own throughout history—to our day—and 
beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy baptism we become believers in God, have our robes 
washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive the gift of life forever with all the 
saints. 

PRELUDE 

 

GATHERING 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 



Let us come into the light, 
the revealing and healing light of God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of grace and glory, 
you have brought us through the night of sin 
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. 
Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. 
Make us alive in Christ, O God. 
Make us new as you make all things new. 
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, 
renew us in grace, 
and restore us to living in your holiness, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! 
The light of the risen Christ 
puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, 
restores innocence to the fallen, 
casts out hate, brings peace, 
and humbles earthly pride. 
Jesus Christ loves you 

and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood. 
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 
Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” (ELW 392)  

 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Bless the Lord, My Soul” 

 (J.S. Bach’s Arioso from Cantata 156, Arr. by Hal H. Hopson, Sop. solo Ariana Hahl) 

Bless the Lord, my soul, all that is in me bless the Lord.  I lift my thankful praise.  
O bless God’s holy name. 
God is a God of love who hears my prayer, who redeems my life; 
Who heals my very soul and gives strength like eagles in their flight. 
 

O bless the Lord, my soul. 
 

God will protect my life. God hears the needy when they call. 
As heavens are high, so is God’s love,  
So is God’s love for those who call on God’s holy name.  
 

God is full of mercy.  Yes, God is like a faithful father who loves his children. 
The steadfast love of the Lord is forever for those who fear the Lord. 
God’s truth and love endures to all our children’s children. 
 

Bless the Lord my soul, all that is in me bless the Lord. 
I lift my thankful praise. O bless God’s holy name. 
 

O bless the Lord, my soul. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 16:16-34  
The owners of a slave-girl who used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas into jail for “healing” 
her and, consequently, ruining their business. In prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the 

gospel to the jailer and his family. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

16One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who 
proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her.” And it came out that very hour. 



  19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul 
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20When they had 
brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are 
Jews 21and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 
22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing 
and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23After they had given them a severe flogging, they 
threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24Following these 
instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
  25About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 
were listening to them. 26Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of 
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains 
were unfastened. 27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But 
Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called 
for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought 
them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  
32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour 
of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were 
baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he 
and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 97 
  1The Lord reigns; let the | earth rejoice; 

  let the multitude of the | isles be glad. 

 2Clouds and darkness sur- | round the Lord, 

  righteousness and justice are the foundations | of God’s throne. 

 3Fire goes be- | fore the Lord, 

  burning up enemies on | every side. 

 4Lightnings light | up the world; 

  the earth | sees and trembles. 

 5The mountains | melt like wax 

  before the Lord of | all the earth. 

 6The heavens declare your righteous- | ness, O Lord, 

  and all the peoples | see your glory.  

 7Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight | in false gods! 

  Bow down before the Lord, | all you gods. 

 8Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Ju- | dah rejoice, 

  because of your judg- | ments, O Lord. 



    9For you are the Lord, most high over | all the earth; 

  you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 

 10You who love the | Lord, hate evil! 

  God guards the lives of the saints and rescues them from the hand | of the wicked. 

 11Light dawns | for the righteous, 

  and joy for the hon- | est of heart. 

 12Rejoice in the | Lord, you righteous, 

  and give thanks to God’s | holy name.  
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  
The ascended Christ, hidden from our sight, promises to come again. We eagerly pray, “Come, Lord 

Jesus,” with all who respond to this invitation. 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 
  14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life 
and may enter the city by the gates. 
  16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
 And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
 Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
  20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  
  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
  21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.  



GOSPEL: John 17:20-26  

Jesus prays that the life of his followers will be characterized by an intimate unity of identity with God. To 
be so identified with God means also to share in God’s mission: to proclaim the word that will bring 

others into this same unity. 

The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus prayed:] 20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will 
believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I 
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The 
glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in 
them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that those 
also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
  25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that 
you have sent me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the 
love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 
 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” (ELW 769) 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the church, the 
lives of people in need, and the life of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of renewal, fill us to overflowing with the grace we receive in word, in water, in the 
meal. Draw others to join the life we share in your church. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Declare your righteousness through the blossoming of creation. By the wind’s blowing and 
birds’ singing, inspire us to join in the hymn of all creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Be the source of all strength and peace for people who are imprisoned. Renew them with the 
overwhelming power of your salvation, and give them release for their spirits.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Reveal yourself to the Dana Family and all others who feel isolated because of illness, grief, 
status, or the prejudice of others. Comfort and welcome them into your Spirit-filled 
community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Bless those who serve in a mothering role for others. Send your Spirit to those who mourn, 
who have not known their mothers, or who long to be a mother. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You draw all the saints into your presence. Draw us into the mystery and wonder of your 
presence until Christ comes again. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring all 
things into the risen life of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 



The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,  
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 
 

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY:  
“We Place upon Your Table, Lord” (ELW 467)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The table of life is spread before you. 
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God. 

 
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Abide with Me” (ELW 629)  
“Here Is Bread” (ELW 483)  
 

 
 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

We give you thanks, O God, 
that you make your home with us, 
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. 
Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here, 
that we may wipe away tears, 
tend to those in mourning and pain, 
seek the healing of the nations, 
and bring to earth the presence of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, 

the blessing of ☩ Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  

 
SENDING HYMN: “I Come with Joy” (ELW 482)  
The assembly stands. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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License #SAS017696. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
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A Word About the Gospel  

Unity, Not Sameness 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus’ last prayer before 
his arrest is a prayer for unity: May they be one, 
as we are one (John 17:22). His prayer 
continues to be relevant for us. We are divided 
along countless lines—race and ethnicity, 
political ideology, gender, religion, sexual 
orientation, age, class, and more. Suspicion, 
resentment, and outright hatred harden these 
lines and tear us apart. What’s worse, Christians 
have made even our faith a basis for separation. 
Differences in theology, church governance, and 
positions on social issues have divided the body 
of Christ. The Apostle Paul once asked, “Has 
Christ been divided?” (1 Cor. 1:13). The church 
in our time seems to say, Yes! 

On this day we remember that we have a God 
who loves us as we are and desires our good. 
Just as mothers delight in their children for their 
own sake, with their own unique personalities 
and attributes, so God delights in each of us. For 
us to be united, we need not all look, act, play, 
vote, love, work, pray, or even believe exactly 
alike. In fact, for the body of Christ to be whole, 
it needs a diversity of members. “If all were a 
single member, where would the body 
be?” (1 Cor. 12:19). Our unity is different from 
homogeneity. It is love, rejoicing in variety. 

This vision is reflected in the eucharist: Some 
people receive the bread in hands cupped like a 
bowl, others pinch it between their fingers. In 
some churches the bread is a thin wafer, in 
others a flavorful loaf. Some worshipers kneel 
as they receive it, others stand. Some take large 
gulps from a single chalice, others sip from a 
small cup. The difference in form and reception 
does not undo the unity of the worshipers—
Christ’s body—gathered around the bread and 
wine. So, in the eucharist, we can see: Jesus’ 
prayer has begun to be answered. 

 

Commemorations This Week 
 

Victor the Moor, Martyr, died 303 
Sunday, May 08, 2016 

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the 
northwest African nation of Mauritania was a 

soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the 
persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his faith at 

Milan. 

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 
Renewer of the Church, 
Hymnwriter, died 1760 

Monday, May 09, 2016 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked 

permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, 
and eventually worldwide Moravian missions 
emanated from this community. Zinzendorf 
participated in these missions, and is also 

remembered for writing hymns characteristic of his 

Pietistic faith. 

Matthias, Apostle 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after 
Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement for the dead 

Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the 
followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's ministry. 

Formerly commemorated on February 24, 
Matthias's celebration is moved to May 14 in 

agreement with most Western calendars. 

 
 
 

TEXTS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
First Reading—Gen 11:1-9  

Psalm— Psalm 104:24-35b 

Second Reading—Acts 2:1-21 

Gospel—John 14:8-17 



Pastor…………………………………..…….Rachel Larson   Email: pastorrachel@qwestoffice.net  Cell: (507) 317-5047 

Intern…………...…………………….....Jennifer Michael   Email: ipastor@qwestoffice.net            Cell: (850) 982-3948 

Office Secretary………………….…….James Greening   Email: telc@qwestoffice.net     

                                                      

Congregation President……………...Stephen Boss 

Organist……………………………………………..Meng Xu 

Choir Director……………………………….Larry Hazlett 
Financial Secretary………………………...Bev Gossett 
Treasurer………………………………….Susan Manown 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com 

NEXT WEEK—May 15, 2016 

Preacher:   Pastor Rachel Larson 

Lector:     8:00AM Don Holmstrom 
  10:30AM Sharon Leder 

Acolyte:   8:00AM Marygrace Buckner 
  10:30AM Makayla Renneisen 

Ushers:    8:00AM Jennie Lawrence  
  Mark Rehwaldt 
  10:30AM Shirley Heggie  
  Morgan Mathison 
Greeters: 8:00AM Tracy Bennett  
  Betty Carstens 
  10:30AM Wendy Bredehoft 
  Roger Bredehoft 

Nursery:  8:00AM Kelcey Anderson 
  10:30AM Tracy Kidwell 

THIS WEEK—May 8, 2016 

Preacher:   Intern Jennifer Michael 

Lector:    8:00AM Laura Buckner 
 10:30AM Mark Lyford 

Acolyte:    8:00AM Connor Frick 
 10:30AM Kent Henry 

Ushers:    8:00AM Maia Anderson 
  Marie Frick 
 10:30AM Bob Campbell 
  Mike Smith 
Greeters:   8:00AM Bobbie Schimek  
  Al Schimek 
 10:30AM Teresa Sherwood 
  Jason Sherwood 

Nursery:    8:00AM Rosalind Kidwell 
 10:30AM Chris Henry 

Stewards:  Sharon Leder & Mark Lyford 

Altar Guild:  Judi Weatherwax 

Coffee Fellowship:  Girl Scout Cookies!! 

 


