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A Celebration of Life! 
Monday, May 9, 2016 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Laramie, Wyoming 



WELCOME  
 

INTRODUCTION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  
Welcome in the name of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world. 
We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 
to remember before God our brother, Pete, 
to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
In his baptism, 
Pete was clothed with Christ. 
In the day of Christ’s coming, 
he shall be clothed with glory. 
 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth,  
who formed us from the dust of the earth,  
who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life,  
who suffered death for all humanity,  
who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life,  
we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life,  
the comforter of all who sorrow,  
our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN: “Amazing Grace” (ELW 779)  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God of grace and glory, 
we remember before you today our brother Pete. 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: John 11:17-27 
  

A reading from John. 
 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him." 23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 24Martha said 
to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25Jesus said to her, 
"I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 
26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to 
him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world." 
 
Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
 
 



SECOND READING: Romans 8:31-39 
  

A reading from Romans. 
 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written, 
 "For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
 we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSE HYMN: “On Eagle’s Wings” (ELW 787) 
 
SERMON:  Pastor Rachel Larson 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Borning Cry” (ELW 732)  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ.  Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth 
your light and your peace. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, 
and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, 
that, casting all their sorrow on you, 
they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 
that, where this world groans in grief and pain, 
your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, 
to believe and trust in the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
 
 



The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed 
the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 
things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Pete to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
Silence is kept. 
 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Pete. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, 
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
 
Amen. 

 
 
SENDING HYMN: “Lord of All Hopefulness” (ELW 765)  
The assembly stands. 

 



DISMISSAL 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all family and friends who were able to make it today to celebrate Pete's life. 
He would certainly appreciate each and every one of you. He truly knew he was blessed by all 

the friendships he made throughout his active life in Laramie and the surrounding area. 
 

We would especially like to thank the congregation of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
for their support and love. We also want to thank the staff at Ivinson Memorial Hospital for 

their loving care. And YOU for touching Pete's life as he has touched yours. 
 

You are cordially invited to a reception in the Rohr Fellowship Hall.  The family invites 
anyone in attendance to share a favorite memory or story of Pete Dana. 
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G 
eorge F. “Pete” Dana, 86, of Laramie, died Monday, May 2, 2016, at Ivinson Memorial 
Hospital. He was born Oct. 23, 1929, in Waynesboro, Virginia, but moved to Bradford, 
Pennsylvania, in January 1930. He was given his nickname by his mother at birth and he 
has been known as that through all his years. He attended three local schools, learned 

basketball in junior high and was a guard on his nine man senior high team, which went 20-2 in  
Division 1 and advanced to the Western Pennsylvania final game, losing by four points. This was 
the best team and record by a Bradford team before or after 1947.  From there, he attended the Hill 
Prep School where he continued his varsity career for one more year in Potts Town, Pennsylvania.  
He then spent the next five-an-a-half years at the University of Oklahoma and earned his BS and 
MS degrees in petroleum geology.  Pete was active and a participant in many sports and an observer 
of most. His best sports were basketball and bowling, where he had six Wyoming state titles and 
finished as the third and eighth in the National Senior Tournaments. He has bowled in 24 National 
Tournaments and 52 Wyoming State and 51 Laramie City Tournaments.  He served as Laramie 
Bowling Association president for two five-year terms and was on the State Board of Directors for 
29 years, state president for the 1981-1983 seasons, and was elected as a life member.  He was an 
active member of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church for more than five decades and also a   
member of the Cowboy Joe Club, an avid sports fan and a lifetime member of the PBO Elks Lodge 
582. He will be long remembered as an outgoing person by his family and friends. 
 
His first marriage resulted in one son and two daughters, George H. Dana, of Glenwood, Colorado, 
Debra D. Clark and husband Gary, of Pagosa Springs, Colorado, and Sandra Dana, of Kansas City, 
Missouri. He kept his three children and married Joan Nelson, an elementary school teacher of    
Cody.  This marriage produced a son, Donald B. Dana and wife, Lenora, of Loveland, Colorado, 
and a daughter, Karin D. Henry and husband Tom, of St. Louis, Missouri. Pete has 10              
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild and two on the way.  He 
was a loving and generous father and took his children and grandchildren fishing and hunting at 
every opportunity. The love of the outdoors was instilled in him by his father before his death at age 
39. His father, mother, sister, and brother preceded him in death. 
 
Pete’s wife, Joan, is a devoted and loving wife and mother despite his frequent absences during his 
geology career.  Pete and Joan enjoyed traveling in their younger years and favorite trips were to 
Alaska, Hawaii, and Las Vegas. 
 
 

Memorials can be made to the Trinity Lutheran Church, 107 S. Seventh St., Laramie, WY 82070 
and/or to BPO Elks Lodge 582, 103 S. Second St. Laramie, WY 82070. 

Participants in Service 

  Presiding Minister:    Pastor Rachel Larson 

  Assisting Minister:    Intern Jennifer Michael 

  Lector:      Pastor Roger Rapp 

  Musician:      Meng Xu (Piano & Organ) 

  Reception Hosts:    The Women’s Bible Study Group 
 

 A big thank you to all other volunteers and participants as well! 


