
 
 
 
 
 
 

A t the end of each worship we are sent into the world to serve. The 
hymn writer Omer Westendorf says it best: 

 

 Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us; your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. (ELW 547) 
 

We gather together to give our whole selves in praise to God. Hopefully the 
“posture” of our spirit is one of humble gratitude. I find that gratitude doesn’t 
come naturally. It is something I need to practice. As a sinful human being I so 
easily get turned in on myself—my struggles, my worries, my thoughts. That is 
why the opportunity to confess my sin and receive Christ’s forgiveness at the 
beginning of the liturgy is so freeing. It allows me to turn my attention away 
from myself and toward the grace of God. Living in this grace then frees me to 
focus on the abundance of Jesus’ work among us and within the world.  
 

I am so grateful for the many ways God is at work in and through Trinity’s     
congregation. This past month we experienced so many different facets of life: 
 

 We gathered to give thanks for the life of Pete Dana, who died on May 2. 

 We welcomed little Westen Shan Garson into our flock through Holy       
Baptism.  

 We received Phil Lovato, Micki Hudson, Aidan Lovato and Ellie Hudson into 
membership. 

 We concluded a year of Sunday School, grateful for our children’s faithful 
teachers.  

 Surrounded by our prayers, seven eighth grade confirmation students    
committed themselves to “continue in the covenant God made with them in 
holy baptism.”  

 About twenty folks affirmed our congregation’s involvement in Family 
Promise of Albany County, an organization forming to restore homeless 
families.  

 

There is so much for which to be grateful… not the least of which is that we have 
the freedom to gather each week for prayer, praise and sustenance… and that 
Jesus walks by our side day in and day out. May God’s grace “incite us” and 
“unite us” (as the hymn text says) to work for all that is good and true in our 
world. God bless you this summer.  

Grace and peace, Pastor Rachel 
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HELP INTERFAITH 

Our local Interfaith Good 

Samaritan can always  

use your help! 
 

There are plenty of ways to 

help our local neighbors, 

including volunteering and 

donating! 
 

Visit  

interfaithgoodsam.com  

for more info! 

AN INTERN’S INSIGHTS... 

The past few weeks I have 

been reading a book given 

to me by one of my men-

tors.  The book, An Altar in 

the World by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, examines 

how we might discover   

sacred spaces among the 

mundane things we do and 

see each day.  And as I 

have been reading this, I 

have been struck by how 

much I am going to miss 

living here in Wyoming.  

As many of you know, my 

internship time with you is 

winding down to a close.  

My final Sunday worship 

with you will be on July 

10th and then shortly after 

that, I will be pulling out of 

Laramie and heading back 

to Wartburg Seminary for 

my final year of classes. 

But one of the things that 

has been a sacred experi-

ence for me has been the 

landscape here in           

Wyoming and the sheer 

majesty of my surround-

ings.  Each morning as I 

drive to the church, I get to 

see the Snowy Mountain 

Range.  Each evening 

when I take Squishy for a 

walk, I get to see the huge 

blue sky with its expanse 

and grandness.  These    

experiences have caused 

me to pay close attention, 

to slow down, and to have 

a kind of reverence for the 

holy space that is           

Wyoming. 

So this is a message of 
gratitude to each of you for 
bringing me to this place… 
for opening your lives to 
me and inviting me to be a 
part of your landscape.  I 
do not know what the     
future may hold for me in 
the coming year, where I 
might land once my semi-
nary education is          
complete.  But one thing I 
do know is that I am      
forever changed by being a 
part of your lives and a 
part of this amazing West-
ern environment.  Thank 
you for all of it… truly! 

Peace, 

“These experiences have caused me to pay 
close attention, to slow down…” 

PRAYER            
REQUESTS FOR 

JUNE... 

Please keep the following 

in your prayers this 

month: the Rohr Family 

due to the loss of Pastor 

Rohr; the Dana Family 

for their loss of Pete; the 

recent graduates; the 

newly confirmed; and all 

of our congregation 

members. 
 

Please inform Jennie 

Lawrence of any prayer 

requests you may have.   
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SCHOOL KITS A HUGE SUCCESS! 

During our fall term of Sunday School, our students invited the congregation to help them reach out 

to our global sisters and brothers by donating to the preparation of school kits to be given to         

Lutheran World Relief.  The response was overwhelmingly generous and we were able to provide 30 

school kits for this project which our students excitedly put together and sent off. 

We recently received a  letter directly from the churchwide offices of Lutheran World Relief with a 

huge thank you for our efforts.  The school kits that we prepared were delivered safely to the      

Democratic Republic of the Congo in central Africa.  This country (formerly called Zaire) has had a 

storied history of civil unrest and political corruption.  Most of the nation’s infrastructure is      

crumbling and it has only been in the last year that there has come a tenuous cease-fire to the civil 

unrest.  War and corruption has left its toll on the populace and this so often means that the    

youngest and most vulnerable are deprived of the things that they need. 

Thank you so much for helping us to give to these people who have so much need.  The school kits 
we provide help, not only in the tangible goods for school, but also in bolstering the spirits of a    
broken people.  It is because of you that we are able to support such valuable and vital ministry! 
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A Blessed Welcome to Our Newest Members! 

 

We Send a Warm Trinity Welcome to 

Our Newest Members: Phil Lovato, 

Micki Hudson, Aidan Lovato, and Ellie 

Hudson (not pictured)! 

 

Please be sure to introduce yourself to 

Phil, Micki, Aidan, and Ellie the next 

time you see them!  



NEW INTERN 
NEEDS! 

Halcyon will be here    
before we know it, and 
she is in need of a few 

items! 
 

Please take a look at the 
following list, and if you 

can help, please let    
Pastor Rachel or James 

know: 
 

1 Full or Queen Bed 
 

1 Small Couch/Sofa 
 

1 Desk Chair 
 

Gift Cards to Local    
Grocery Stores             

(we are doing this in 
place of the pantry 
shower this year) 

 

DANA FAMILY 
THANK YOU! 

The Dana Family would 

like to thank everyone at 

Trinity for their support, 

kindness, and generosity 

during Pete and Joan’s 

time here at the church. 

Please feel free to stay in 

contact with Joan:  

Joan Dana 

Brookdale Mariana 
Butte 

215 Shupe Circle, #204 

Loveland, CO  80537 

By Stephen Boss 

C 
ouncil recently voted to 

proceed with a new 

online giving service 

called Simply Giving 

product by VANCO, Inc.  Simply 

Giving, endorsed by Thrivent, is an 

online system where church     

members can easily give electroni-

cally.  The service provides    

churches the ability to easily accept 

online giving.  Churches can also 

take payments for church camp, 

conferences, building programs and 

other preconfigured accounts. 

Churches can also setup a way for 

members to help victims of a       

natural disaster like Katrina within 

minutes. 

Below are some standard questions 

and answers people may have      

regarding the system. 
 

Can I see a demo of the      

product? 

A demo of Simply Giving is up and 

available for testing.  The demo 

gives Trinity members full access to 

the product.  Please go to the fol-

lowing URL to give the system a 

test.   

https://
www.simplygivingbythriventcu.com
/assets/demo/churchfunds.html  
 
What are the different          

payments that can be taken by 

Simply Giving? 

 

Simply Giving takes Visa, Master-

Card, Discover, American Express 

and Personal Electronic Checks. 

We run a separate accounting 

system for our church.  Can we 

get data out of Simply Giving 

to put into our accounting   

system? 

Yes, data can be downloaded out of 

Simply Giving via a CSV (comma 

separated value) file, which most 

standard accounting software    

packages can handle.  As for the 

specifics of importing it into your 

software, will need to work with our 

accounting software vendor on that. 

Can I offset the transaction 

costs for Credit Cards if I 

wish? 

Yes, the system allows each credit 

card or debit card transaction over-

head (cost of the transaction) to be 

paid by the donor.  These costs are 

low but they are costs nonetheless.  

It is a nice option to have as it saves 

the church money.  
 

Can we setup recurring        

payments/donations? 

Yes, you can setup multiple          

recurring payments and donations. 
 

How soon are you going to set 

this up? 

We will probably do this as a “soft 
rollout” so we can test the system 
followed by a formal rollout.  We 
expect to have our test site up and 
running by early June. After we do 
some testing we will work to setup 
our Simply Giving site so it matches 
our main website.  

Why implement an online    

giving system? 

We are implementing an online  

giving system for two main reasons: 

to make it easier to give for our 

members and to correct the       

summer slump in giving, which   

enables all members to correctly 

forecast budgets, including the 

church’s, and respond accordingly. 

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE... 
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Y 
our Trinity Church Council is 

here to serve you!  Please feel 

free to contact them or to   

attend a committee meeting to let 

them know what you think Trinity 

needs! 

The following is the list of            

Council Members and                   

Committee Assignments: 

 

 

Margot Birkholz—Fellowship 

Steve Boss—President/Property 

Lindsay Conyers—V.P./Worship & Music 

Edward Hiller—Stewardship 

Diahann Jablin—Evangelism/Youth 

Rachel Larson—Pastor/Vision 

Sharon Leder—Social Ministry 

Mark Lyford—Finance/Stewardship 

Jennifer Michael—Campus Ministry 

Judy Moline—Christian Education 

Charles Nye—Property/Youth 

Kris Oolman—Secretary/Fellowship 

Mark Stayton—Mutual Ministries 

Attendance for the Month of May: 
 

May 1st—108    Total for May:    535 
May 8th—101    2016 Year Average:    93 
May 15th—111     
May 22nd—123     59 more attended this May than last May 
May 31st—92  2016’s Average Attendance is equal to last year’s 

CURRENT FISCAL STATUS... 

As of May 30th, 2016, Trinity’s fiscal status is: 

 

May Income:   $20,952.56            YTD Income:      $94,825.50 

May Expenses:  $22,379.24  YTD Expenses:   $106,870.31 

Net Income/Loss:  -$1,426.68 YTD Inc/Loss:    -$12,044.81 

 

Please keep Trinity’s finances in your daily prayers and offerings! 

2016 TRINITY CHURCH COUNCIL! 
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TRINITY CLASSIFIEDS... 
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Things are always happening around here!   

Take a look at the many opportunities available, get involved, thank someone, make an 

announcement, or send an invitation to your fellow members! 

HELP WANTED 

The Property Committee will 

be painting this spring, so if 

you would like to help spruce 

up the interior of the church 

as the flowers brighten the  

exterior, just let Steve Boss or 

Charles Nye know! 

VBS 

Vacation Bible School will 
be June 6-10, 2016 

from 9 am to 12 pm at the 
First Baptist Church.   

It is open to children 3 
years old to those          

entering 6th grade.  

Please join us for this fun   
opportunity to share the  
Gospel with the children 

of the community! 

Summer        

Worship          

Services 

Summer Worship  

Schedule has now  

started! 

 

9:00AM  

WORSHIP  

SERVICE  

 

10:15AM  

FELLOWSHIP  

CONGRATS 

TO OUR 

GRADUATES! 

Trinity would like 

to congratulate 

our High School 

Graduates of 

2016: 

Hailey Anderson 

 

Owen Cossairt 
 

Hanna Heggie 
 

Chris Henry 
 

Rosalind Kidwell 

 

Keeley Marshall 

 

Mikayla Martinez 

 

Sydney McKim 
 

Robin Nikolai 
 

Tavia Zenor 

WELCOME 

WESTEN! 
Welcome Westen Shan    

Garson, who joined the flock 
of believers this May through 
the beautiful waters of Holy 

Baptism.   

His parents, Jim and Molly 
Garson, and sponsors, Shan 
Garson and Mark & Nicole 
Ruggles, can now rejoice 
knowing that Westin is a 

child of God, sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with 
the cross of Christ forever. 

Trinity is proud to call you a 
fellow member! 



OUR NEW CONFIRMANDS... 
We would like to formally welcome our new confirmands with a warm  

Trinity embrace.  Your Christian journey is just beginning, and we look forward to 
seeing how you grow and serve in the Church, as well as in the community! 

 

Marygrace Faafoi 

Buckner 

Parents: Laura & Kim 

Buckner 
 

Nicholas James 

Ferris 

Parents: Thomas &  

Rebecca Ferris 
 

Connor Daniel 

Frick 

Parents: Douglas & 

Marie Frick 
 

Elijah Joseph       

Jablin 

Parents: Diahann & 

Mark Jablin 
 

Madeline Rose   

Jablin 

Parents: Diahann & 

Mark Jablin 
 

Ian M. Meyer 

Parents: Enette      

Larson-Meyer &      

Michael Meyer 
 

Marlena G. Meyer 
Parents: Enette      

Larson-Meyer &       

Michael Meyer 
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Pete Hegg  1 

Jon Sorenson  3 

Charles Nye  4 

Terry Pantier  5 

Troy Schimek  6 

Andrew Telander 6 

Butch Heggie  7 

Raymond Leach 7 

Sharon Leder  7 

Duncan Marshall 8 

Karen Ommen  10 

Brandon Passow  10 

Amy Boerger-Fields 11 

Lily Conyers  11 

Bobbie Schimek 12 

Jennifer Beeston 14 

Jennifer Michael 15 

Tenleigh Zenor 15 

Keely Marshall 16 

Randy Hulme  17 

Pat Miles  17 

Judy Pantier  17 

Simon Burke  19 

Kent Henry Jr.  19 

Paul Boss  20 

Shirley Nottage 21 

Brady Wilkison 21 

Tracy Bennett  22 

Tracy Kidwell  22  

Randy Wilkison 23 

Erik Edgar  25 

Alison Shaver  25 

Martha Ensley  26 

Jan Hanson  26 

Roland Kidwell 26 

Chloe Maddox  26 

Margaret Whitson 26 

Jennie Lawrence 27 

Cheryl Leach  27 

Robert Thymain 27 

Beau & Dodi Heggie 29 

Kelby Wilkison  29 

SERVING THE CHURCH—JUNE 2016 

JUNE BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS! 

   

  June 5 June 12 June 19 June 26 July 3 

Lector – 
9:00AM 

Debbe Conyers Trey Muhsman Eric Nye Terri Rittenburg Larry Hazlett 

Acolyte – 
9:00AM 

Carl Buckner Silja Alexander Rylie Heggie Kent Henry Rebecca Lyford 

Usher(s) – 
9:00AM 

Betty Carstens 
Bob Campbell 

Cindy and Steve 
Barrett 

The Jablin  
Family 

Judi Weatherwax 
Marie Frick 

The Anderson 
Family 

Greeter(s) – 
9:00AM 

Lois & Ed Hiller 
Sara & Den’ja 
Pommarane 

Georgia Mitchell 
Barb Rouse 

Jennie Lawrence 
Mark Rehwaldt 

Debbe, Lindsay,  
And Lily Conyers 

Nursery     
Attendant – 
9:00AM 

OPEN Kelcey Anderson Kate Jablin Kelcey Anderson OPEN 

Altar Guild 
Diane Fiedler 
Mike Smith 

Diane Fiedler 
Mike Smith 

Diane Fiedler 
Mike Smith 

Diane Fiedler 
Mike Smith 

Tary Stayton 

Stewards 
Margot Birkholz 
Lindsay Conyers 

Margot Birkholz 
Lindsay Conyers 

Margot Birkholz 
Lindsay Conyers 

Margot Birkholz 
Lindsay Conyers 

Margot Birkholz 
Ed Hiller 

Fellowship The Oolmans OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN 

Flowers OPEN The Rohrs The Conyers OPEN OPEN 
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TRINITY  

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor  

Rachel S. Larson 

pastorrachel@qwestoffice.net 

507-317-5047 

 

Intern 

Jennifer Michael 

ipastor@qwestoffice.net 

850-982-3948 

 

Church Secretary 

James C. Greening 

Financial Secretary 

Bev Gossett 

Treasurer 

Susan Manown 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Trinity  
Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
107 S. 7th Street 

PO Box 909 

Laramie, WY 82073 

 

Phone: 307-745-4222 

www.telclaramie.com 
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