
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration of Life 
 

Emery “Smiley” Brunett 

Tuesday, July 12, 2016  

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church - Laramie, Wyoming 



Smiley is remembered by his family in these words by  

Norman Maclean: 
 

“Eventually, all things merge into one, and a river runs 

through it.  The river was cut by the world’s great flood and 

runs over rocks from the basement of time.   

On some of the rocks are timeless raindrops.” 
 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME  
 

INTRODUCTION 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.  
Welcome in the name of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world. 
We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 
to remember before God our brother, Smiley, 
to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, 
we were baptized into his death. 
We were buried therefore with him by  
baptism into death, so that as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth,  
who formed us from the dust of the earth,  
who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life,  
who suffered death for all humanity,  
who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life,  
we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 



Holy Spirit, author and giver of life,  
the comforter of all who sorrow,  
our sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
GATHERING HYMN: “On Eagles’ Wings” ELW 787 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God of grace and glory, 
we remember before you today our brother Smiley. 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE READING: “On the Death of Thee Beloved” 
Read by Erik Ramsey 
 

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Read by Ellie & Cooper McGuire 
   

A reading from Ecclesiastes 
 
 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 

planted; 



A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time 
to refrain from embracing; 

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

EULOGY 
Delivered by Stephenie Cossairt & Harry Brunett 
 

TROMBONE ANTHEM: “May It Be” (Arr. by J. Moss) 
Trombone Soloist—Hank Cossairt 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 11:17-26 
Read by David McGuire 
 

A reading from John. 
 

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem,19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON:  Intern Jennifer Michael 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY: “Borning Cry” (ELW 732)  
Soloists—Jennifer & Carlos Mellizo 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ.  Give to your whole church in heaven  
and on earth your light and your peace. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, 
and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, 
that, casting all their sorrow on you, 
they may have strength for the days ahead. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 
that, where this world groans in grief and pain, 
your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, 
to believe and trust in the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers. 
 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed 
the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 
things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,  

“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All are welcome! Grape juice is provided in the crystal chalice and wine in the silver chalice. 

For those needing a gluten-free option, please notify the worship leader. 
 

The Presiding Minister addresses the assembly. 
 

Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. 

Welcome to the feast. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 

 
 

 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The Presiding Minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and 
more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



COMMENDATION 
The Presiding Minister leads the commendation. 
 
Let us commend Smiley to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
Silence is kept. 
 
The minister places her hands on the casket. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Smiley. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, 
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
 

Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
The assembly stands. 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: “Into the Garden” (Please see opposite page)  
 
POSTLUDE: “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”  
Soloists—Jennifer & Carlos Mellizo 

 
The bereaved continue immediately to Greenhill Cemetery to complete the remainder of the service. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family is collecting donations for a memorial tree  
to be planted at Greenhill Cemetery. 

 

Thank you to all family and friends who were able to make it today to celebrate Smiley’s life.   
Following the committal service, you are cordially invited to a reception in the Rohr Fellowship Hall.   
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INTO THE GARDEN 



 

 
Participants in Service 

  Presiding Minister:    Intern Jennifer Michael 

  Communion Assistant:   Richard Skaggs 

  Organist:      Donna Marburger 

  Committal Reading:  Tolly McFarland  
 

 A big thank you to all other volunteers and participants as well! 


