
   

 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2016 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
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Sunday, July 31st, 2016 

Service of Holy Eucharist 
To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is available in 
the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread and 
wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 
years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get 
the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the 
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would 
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Parish Secretary James Greening. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the 
sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost: 
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed 
by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all 
kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him 
and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end 
we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 

PRELUDE 

 

 

WELCOME 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
abounding in steadfast love toward us, 
healing the sick and raising the dead, 
showering us with every good gift. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Just and gracious God, 
we come to you for healing and life. 
Our sins hurt others and diminish us; 
we confess them to you. 
Our lives bear the scars of sin; 
we bring these also to you. 
Show us your mercy, O God. 
Bind up our wounds, 
forgive us our sins, 
and free us to love, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
The apostle Paul assures us: 
“When we were dead in our trespasses, 
God made us alive together with Christ, 
nailing the record of our sins to the cross.” 

Jesus says to you, ☩ “Your sins are forgiven.” 
Be at peace, and tell everyone 
how much God has done for you. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Morning Has Broken” (ELW 556)  

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love 
what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in 
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  
The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth turns 
life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to 

find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 
 

A reading from Ecclesiastes. 
 

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to search 

out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to 

human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is 

vanity and a chasing after wind. 

 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those 

who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be 

master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I 

turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all 

to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do 

mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days 

are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is 

vanity.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 49:1-12  
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 1Hear this, | all you peoples; 
  give ear, all you who dwell | in the world, 
 2you of high de- | gree and low, 
  rich and | poor together. 
 3My mouth shall | speak of wisdom, 
  and my heart shall meditate on | understanding. 
 4I will incline my ear | to a proverb 
  and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.  
 5Why should I be afraid in | evil days, 
  when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me, 
 6the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess, 
  and boast of | their great riches? 
 7One can never re- | deem another, 
  or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life; 
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    8for the ransom of a life | is so great 
  that there would never be e- | nough to pay it, 
 9in order to live forev- | er and ever 
  and never | see the grave. 
 10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish 
  and leave their wealth to those who come | after them. 
 11Their graves shall be their homes forever,  
       their dwelling places from generation to | generation, 
  though they had named lands af- | ter themselves. 
 12Even though honored, they cannot | live forever; 
  they are like the | beasts that perish.          
   

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11  
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old 
clothes in order to put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life 

shaped by God’s love in Christ. 
 

A reading from Colossians. 
 

         1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is 
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
  5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on 
those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living 
that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped 
off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that renewal there is no 
longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; 
but Christ is all and in all! 
 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21  

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the 

worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over 
you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: 
“The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, 
for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 
20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 
 

 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (ELW 742)  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, enliven the body of Christ with energy and creativity. Work through partnerships 
across towns, denominations, and ministry contexts, that Christ be shared with all.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Guard your creation against greed and over-consumption. Restore polluted air and waters, 
protect animal habitats, and send new growth where it is needed.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Break down barriers between neighborhoods, peoples, and nations. Sustain community 
leaders, legislators, volunteers, peacemakers, and all who seek the good of their communities. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Soothe furrowed and fevered brows. Give energy and compassion to caregivers, those who sit 
at bedsides or wait by the phone. Comfort all in need of healing. We pray especially for Terry 
Beyer; Joe Fabian; Eleanore Barrett; Trey Sherwood; Trey Muhsman; Joel Moline; Thom 
Edgar; Pastor Rachel; Barb & Tom Page; Lorraine Saulino-Klein; Murdick Matheson 
concerning the death of his wife, Pam; Mark and Tary Stayton concerning the death of their 
brother, Bruce; the family of Emery Brunett; the family of Betty Rottman; the family of Eldon 
DeBuhr; and the family of Dr. Bill Bevins.    
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Inspire our congregation to live in the present moment, O God, and to trust in you. In 
committee meetings, classrooms, and all ministries, give us flexibility to follow where you 
lead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for those who have died recently and across the ages, and we rejoice in the 
hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 182) 
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
God of mercy and grace, 
the eyes of all wait upon you, 
and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. 
Welcome to the feast. 
 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  
“On Eagle's Wings” (ELW 787)  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

O God, as a mother comforts her child, 
so you comfort your people, 
carrying us in your arms 
and satisfying us with this food and drink, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Send us now as your disciples, 
announcing peace and proclaiming 
that the reign of God has come near; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
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SENDING HYMN: “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” (ELW 536)  
The assembly stands. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
The Abundant Life 

Western culture would have us believe that life consists of an abundance of possessions, an 
abundance of freedom—license—to do exactly as we please, an abundance of time to live life 
with as much fun and as little responsibility as we can possibly manage. Summer, we are 
told—this season full of lazy, hazy, crazy days—is a great time to head out to the cabin on the 
lake, take the boat out for a few days, and relax. Eat, drink, and be merry! 

Even those of us with more meager summer plans are often surrounded by an abundance of 
stuff: clothing that no longer fits, books we never read, toys the kids have outgrown—and how 
many pairs of shoes does one person really need? The growth of the storage unit industry tells 
us that as a society, we are collecting stuff at an alarming rate—especially given that most of 
the stuff is itself collecting dust in a closet or attic. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus issues a serious challenge to those of us surrounded by too much 
stuff. He reminds us that “life does not consist in the abundance of possessions” (Luke 12:15). 
And if we’re honest with ourselves, deep down, we know that’s true. Our abundance of 
possessions does not fill us, does not truly satisfy us, and certainly does not last for eternity. In 
contrast, following Jesus leads to an abundant life—the deep, rich life that comes from a 
relationship with the one who made us. When we attend to the word of God through prayer 
and regular devotion to the scriptures, when we meet Jesus in the sacraments of baptism and 
communion, when we intentionally build community with fellow believers, we will find 
ourselves rich toward God, living an abundant life that lasts for all eternity. 
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THIS WEEK—July 31, 2016 

Preacher:   Pastor Greg Mileski 

Lector:    9:00AM Terri Rittenburg 

Acolyte:    9:00AM Rebecca Lyford 

Ushers:    9:00AM The Anderson 
  Family 

Greeters:   9:00AM Debbe, Lindsay,  
  & Lily Conyers 

Nursery:    9:00AM Kelcey Anderson 
  

NEXT WEEK—August 7, 2016 

Preacher:   Pastor Don Holmstrom 

Lector:  9:00AM   Intern Halcyon Bjornstad 

Acolyte:   9:00AM Carl Buckner 

Ushers:    9:00AM Lois & Ed 
  Hiller 
Greeters: 9:00AM Trey & Jason  
  Sherwood 
Nursery:  9:00AM Kate Jablin 

Stewards:  Margot Birkholz & Ed Hiller 

Altar Guild:  Tary Stayton  

Coffee Fellowship:  OPEN 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com 


