
   

 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2016 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

For where your treasure        

 is, there your heart  

  will be also. 
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Sunday, August 7th, 2016                              Service of Holy Eucharist 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is available in the cups 
in the center of the tray. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread and 
wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5 years and 
younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get the attendant.  A 
changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the row so we 
can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone you know would like a visit from one 
of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the sermon. 
 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the 
beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part today in 
assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. 

 PRELUDE  

 

 WELCOME 

 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 abounding in steadfast love toward us, 
 healing the sick and raising the dead, 
 showering us with every good gift. 
 Amen. 
 

 Let us confess our sin 
 in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Just and gracious God, 
 we come to you for healing and life. 
 Our sins hurt others and diminish us; 
 we confess them to you. 
 Our lives bear the scars of sin; 
 we bring these also to you. 
 Show us your mercy, O God. 
 Bind up our wounds, 
 forgive us our sins, 
 and free us to love, 
 for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 Amen. 
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The apostle Paul assures us: 
“When we were dead in our trespasses, 
God made us alive together with Christ, 
nailing the record of our sins to the cross.” 

Jesus says to you, ☩ “Your sins are forgiven.” 
Be at peace, and tell everyone 
how much God has done for you. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN: “Weave” by Rosemary Crow  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our 
hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6  
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his descendants 
will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered 

righteous. 
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my 
house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him 
as righteousness. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22  
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 12Happy is the nation whose God | is the Lord! 

  Happy the people chosen to | be God’s heritage! 

 13
The Lord looks | down from heaven, 

  and sees all | humankind. 

 14God sits firmly en- | throned and watches 

  all who dwell | on the earth. 

 15
God fashions | all their hearts 

  and observes | all their deeds.  

 16A king is not saved by the size | of the army, 

  nor are warriors rescued by | their great strength. 

 17
The horse gives vain | hope for victory; 

  despite its great strength it | cannot save. 

 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear | you, O Lord, 

  upon those who wait for your | steadfast love, 

 19
to deliver their | lives from death, 

  and to keep them alive in | time of famine.  

 20Our innermost being waits for | you, O Lord, 

  our helper | and our shield. 

 21
Surely, our heart rejoic- | es in you, 

  for in your holy name we | put our trust. 

 22Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, | be upon us, 

  even as we place our | hope in you.  
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16  
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and 

trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God. 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 

         1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, 
by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 
  8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive 
as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a 
time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as good 
as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains 
of sand by the seashore.” 
 
  13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 
14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they 
had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40  
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of 
facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God 
and to give to others. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
  35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their 
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as 
he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; 
truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and 
serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 
blessed are those slaves. 
  39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 
 

 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Be Thou My Vision” (ELW 793)  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



 10 

 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, encourage your church in new ventures of faith: new congregations, ministries, 
conversations, and partnerships. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, the abundance of your creation fills us with awe and delight. Call us daily to be 
vigilant and responsible stewards of all you have made. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Merciful God, calm the fears that produce wars, prejudice, and injustice. Equip governments, 
leaders, and peacemakers to be models of cooperation and reconciliation among the nations. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Restoring God, comfort all who long for relief from circumstances of grief or sickness. We pray 
especially for Sharon Leder; Terry Beyer; Joe Fabian; Eleanore Barrett; Trey Sherwood; Trey 
Muhsman; Joel Moline; Thom Edgar; Pastor Rachel; Barb & Tom Page; Lorraine Saulino-Klein; 
the family of Marion Klinger; Murdick Matheson concerning the death of his wife, Pam; Mark 
and Tary Stayton concerning the death of their brother, Bruce; the family of Eldon DeBuhr; and 
the family of Dr. Bill Bevins. Bless hospitals, mental health facilities, and all places of healing. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Steadfast God, we pray for those in life transitions that bring anxiety. Heal those hurt by broken 
promises, and sustain them with your never-ending love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for all the saints who now enjoy unfailing treasure in 
heaven, and we rejoice that we are united with them in your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 182) 
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
God of mercy and grace, 
the eyes of all wait upon you, 
and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 12 

 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. 
Welcome to the feast. 
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COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  
“In the Singing” (ELW 466)  

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

O God, as a mother comforts her child, 
so you comfort your people, 
carrying us in your arms 
and satisfying us with this food and drink, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Send us now as your disciples, 
announcing peace and proclaiming 
that the reign of God has come near; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor 

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 

 
PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 
 

SENDING HYMN: “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” (ELW 774)  
The assembly stands. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Ready, Set, Live! 

This is a time to get ready. For most students and teachers, administrators and 
support staff, the start of school is just around the corner. At church, things are 
probably gearing up again as well—Sunday school and confirmation, Bible 
studies, choir, and other ministries that may have taken a summer break are 
beginning to stir once again. 

Being organized and ready with supplies, lesson plans, and meeting schedules is 
important. But Jesus reminds us in the gospel today that we also must be ready 
for something even more important—him! 

We confess in the creeds that Jesus will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. We do not know when that will be. But we do know when and where to 
expect Jesus in these closing days of summer and our whole life through: in the 
words of scripture, in the water of baptism, in bread and wine. Where else? In 
hugs from a friend, in a kind word from a stranger, in the cup of coffee lovingly 
served, or in the delighted squeals of children chasing fireflies. The care, love, 
and joy of Christ are seen in all these moments. 

We are called to get ready. But how can we prepare to meet this Jesus who 
promises that he will one day come again? How can we be ready to meet this 
Jesus who shows up unexpectedly in the everyday moments of our lives? 
Perhaps by simply living the lives that have been given to us. By loving our 
neighbors and allowing them to love us. By tending to the spiritual habits of 
prayer, devotion, and service. This is the work of being “dressed for action” and 
having our “lamps lit,” and will prepare us to receive the treasure God offers 
today and every day, the treasure that “no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys” (Luke 12:33). 
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THIS WEEK—August 7, 2016 

Preacher:   Pastor Don Holmstrom 

Lector:    9:00AM Intern Halcyon 

Acolyte:    9:00AM Carl Buckner 

Ushers:    9:00AM Lois & Ed 
  Hiller 

Greeters:   9:00AM Trey & Jason  
  Sherwood 

Nursery:    9:00AM Kate Jablin 
  

NEXT WEEK—August 14, 2016 

Preacher:   Pastor Don Holmstrom 

Lector:  9:00AM    Intern Halcyon  

Acolyte:   9:00AM Silja Alexander 

Ushers:    9:00AM Cindy & Steve 
  Barrett 
Greeters: 9:00AM Roberta & Al  
  Schimek 
Nursery:  9:00AM OPEN 

Stewards:  Lindsay Conyers & Ed Hiller 

Altar Guild:  Janet Talbott  

Coffee Fellowship:  Diane Fiedler & Mike Smith 

Flowers:  From the Anderson Family, "In Honor of Kelcey’s 15th Birthday."  

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com 


