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 02 

 

Sunday, September 11, 2016                              

Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 3 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is 
available in the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us 
to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
The grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus 
welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God wills to seek and to save the lost is not only a holy 
hope, it is our only hope. As Paul’s first letter to Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy 
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the only Sovereign, who dwells in light; 
Christ Jesus, who came to save sinners; 
the Holy Spirit, who lives within us. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God of overflowing grace, 
 
we come to you with repentant hearts. 
Forgive us for shallow thankfulness. 
Forgive us for passing by the ones in need. 
Forgive us for setting our hopes on fleeting treasures. 
Forgive us our neglect and thoughtlessness. 
Bring us home from the wilderness of sin, 
and strengthen us to serve you 
in all that we do and say; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
There is joy in heaven over every sinner who repents. 

By the grace of God in ☩ Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself up for us all, 
your sins are forgiven and you are made free. 
Rejoice with the angels and with one another! 
We are home in God’s mercy, now and forever. 
 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Listen, God Is Calling” (ELW 513)  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
 
Let us pray.  
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go 
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to 
you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14  
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s 
reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God 

that the Israelites are God’s own people and boldly asks mercy for them. 

 

A reading from Exodus. 
 
7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now 
let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of 
you I will make a great nation.” 
  11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 
mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them 
out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from 
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the Lord 
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM: Psalm 51:1-10  
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me.  

 
SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17  
The letters to Timothy are called the Pastoral Epistles because they contain advice especially intended 
for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as 

evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.  

A reading from 1 Timothy. 
 

12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received 
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making 
me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of 
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10  
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and 
sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God 
that his or her recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats 
with them.” 
  3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one 
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until 
he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he 
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for 
I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 
had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 

 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” (ELW 722)  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing in the Spirit’s work among us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we thank you for your word that strengthens the weak and the faint in heart. 
We thank you for your word that encourages the believer and saves sinners.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those places in our world ravaged by fires or floods. Restore the land, and bless 
the efforts of those who work to save and protect it.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the leaders of nations and all those in positions of authority. Guide them as they 
make decisions for the good of all. Lead them in the ways that make for peace.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for those who suffer as the result of war, violence, terrorism, or natural disaster. And 
we pray for those who willingly serve others in dangerous situations: first responders, 
firefighters, emergency medical personnel, members of the military, and law enforcement. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for our congregation. Prepare us to welcome newcomers. Make this a place of hope 
for the least of these in our community. Be with those who are sick, injured, or in any need. 
We pray especially for Jane Kidwell, Sharon Leder; Terry Beyer; Joe Fabian; Eleanore Barrett; 
Trey Sherwood; Barb & Tom Page; Lorraine Saulino-Klein; Judy Rohr; the family and friends of 
Rob DeBree; and the family of Cherie Templeton.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Let us remember with thanksgiving the blessed dead who rest from their labors. Gladden us 
by their lives of faith, and at the last day unite us in the joy of heaven.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills 
were gathered together to become one bread, 
so let your church be gathered together 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Take hold of the life that really is life. 
Come, take your place at the table. 
 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  
“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart: Gift of Finest Wheat” (ELW 484)  

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

We come again to you, O God, 
giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy 
you have embraced us and healed us, 
making us one in the body of Christ. 
Go with us on our way. 
Equip us for every good work, 
that we may continue to give you thanks 
by embracing others with mercy and healing; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
God Almighty send you light and truth 
to keep you all the days of your life. 
The hand of God protect you; 
the holy angels accompany you; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “Sent Forth by God's Blessing” (ELW 547)  
The assembly stands. 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
Rescuers diligently searched for the lost. Cheers went up and tears of joy fell when someone 
was found alive! Though it has been 15 years since 9/11, there are many who carry with them 
today the images of searching for the lost in the mountain of debris at Ground Zero and the 
joy when someone was found. 

Whether in the rubble of an earthquake, the aftermath of a tornado, the devastation of a 
hurricane, or the search for a lost child, rescuers rejoice when the lost are found safe and 
sound. Jesus tells us that the angels of God will rejoice in the same way over one sinner who 
repents. That’s why Jesus meets and eats with sinners. All are worth finding—even the 
religious leaders, who are sinners too. 

If there is great joy when someone is found, then there is also great sorrow when someone is 
not. Many still carry the pain of having lost a loved one on 9/11 who was never found. Many 
around the world have lost a loved one who has never been found to war, natural disaster, or 
other tragedies. Many grieve someone who seems lost in their sin—perhaps even themselves. 

The promise in Jesus is that we are never so lost that we can’t be found by our loving Savior. 
Even in death, Christ carries us to life. Jesus meets us in our grief to comfort and heal us. 
Daily, Christ searches to find us in the dust of our sin and wipes it away with his very own 
body and blood. 

We all need rescue from sin, death, and the powers that seek to destroy us. And in bread, 
wine, water, and word, Jesus finds us again and again. Taste, see, and hear today: our rescuer 
comes to save us! 
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Trinity This Week 
Sunday, Sept. 11 9:00AM Worship Service 

 10:15AM Coffee Fellowship 

 10:30AM God’s Work. Our Hands. Community Service Day! 

 4:00PM Girl Scouts Meeting 

 5:00PM Campus Ministry Dinner and Discussion 

Tuesday, Sept. 13 9:30AM TELC Staff Meeting 

 2:30PM Intern/Supervisor Meeting 

 7:00PM Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday, Sept. 14 10:00AM Women’s Bible Study 

 5:15PM Supper 

 6:00PM Holden Evening Prayer 

 6:30PM WEE! Education Rotation 

 7:00PM Confirmation Class 

 7:00PM Trinity Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 

BIRTHDAYS! Ray Garson (09/11), Jordan Klinker (09/11), Ryan Bock (09/12), Andrea Toven

(09/12), Iris Brunett (09/14), Sydney McKim (09/14), Kent Henry (09/15), Jesse Sutherland (09/16), 

and Larry Oolman (09/17). 
 

PLEASE REACH OUT TO OUR SHUT-INS Our shut-in members would love to hear from you, so please 

feel free to send them a letter or stop in for a visit.  They are: Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie 

Hopper, and Daniel Travsky. 
 

INTERFAITH NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! Our local Interfaith Good Samaritan is in desperate need of 

volunteers.  So stop by Interfaith, located in the Civic Center at 710 E. Garfield Street, or call 742-

4240 to arrange a time to help out. 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS IS BACK Confirmation Classes for seventh and eighth graders are back in 

full swing.  This year the focus of study is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.  The confirmands will 

also be attending the “Coyote Howl” retreat at Sky Ranch October 7-9th.  There’s still time to enroll 

into classes if you haven’t already, but be sure to contact Pastor Rachel as soon as you can! 

 
 

 

Texts for Next Week: 

First Reading—Amos 8:4-7 

Psalm—Psalm 113 

Second Reading—1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Gospel Reading—Luke 16:1-13 
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Wednesday Evening Education (WEE!) has a Great Start! 

On September 7th, WEE! Kicked off its new school year with great success, food, 
and attendance!  We had 27 members participate, including some members who 

cannot attend service on Sunday due to work commitments!  

If you missed the exciting opening, no worries...just join us this coming Wednesday 
for more WEE! FUN! 

Our Theme for September is the Lord’s Prayer! 

5:15—5:45 Supper 
6:00—6:20 Holden Evening Prayer 
6:30—6:55 Education Rotation 

7:00—8:00 Confirmation and Choir 
 

The “rotation” education time involves different stations all of which get at the 
theme of the month. This week highlights “The Prayer Labyrinth”. 

 
 

This also means we are re-thinking Sunday mornings. Opening up the usual Sunday 
school time slot will give us time for fellowship, service projects, youth choir and 

worship education. For example, in October Pastor Rachel will offer Holy          
Communion instruction for children and their families. Also, in celebration of the 
approaching 500th anniversary of the Reformation, Intern Halcyon will offer an    

educational opportunity to learn more about Lutheranism. 
 

 
 

 

 

JOIN US AFTER CHURCH FOR “GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.” 

Today, the ELCA celebrates “God’s Work. Our Hands.” worldwide!  So we invite you 
to join us right after Worship Service to help with local community projects. 

Our projects cover a wide variety of people, places, and skill levels.  You can help a 
fellow Trinity member with some yard work, help paint the Church, and help      

prepare for a wall mural at the Downtown Clinic. 
 

Stay as long as you can, help as much as you can,  

and build some new friendships! 
 

We will see you there! 
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THIS WEEK—September 11, 2016 

Preacher:   Intern Halcyon Bjornstad 

Lector:    9:00AM Maia Anderson 

Acolyte:    9:00AM Carl Buckner 

Ushers:    9:00AM Bobbie & Al 
  Schimek 

Greeters:   9:00AM The Anderson  
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