Who is like the LORD our God,
who sits enthroned on high...

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2016
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Sunday, September 18, 2016
Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 8








To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!
We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is
available in the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us
to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.
Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children
ages 5 years and younger. If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of
the ushers to get the attendant. A changing table is available in the nursery.
Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or someone
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor.
Prayer request cards are in the pew racks. Please hand to an usher during the hymn
following the sermon.
WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we
have, it is crucial to recall that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By
God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the only Sovereign, who dwells in light;
Christ Jesus, who came to save sinners;
the Holy Spirit, who lives within us.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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God of overflowing grace,
we come to you with repentant hearts.
Forgive us for shallow thankfulness.
Forgive us for passing by the ones in need.
Forgive us for setting our hopes on fleeting treasures.
Forgive us our neglect and thoughtlessness.
Bring us home from the wilderness of sin,
and strengthen us to serve you
in all that we do and say;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
There is joy in heaven over every sinner who repents.
By the grace of God in ☩ Christ Jesus,
who gave himself up for us all,
your sins are forgiven and you are made free.
Rejoice with the angels and with one another!
We are home in God’s mercy, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: “He Comes to Us as One Unknown” (ELW 737)
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet
from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Be Thou My Vision”

(Ancient Irish Melody, Arranged by Marie Pooler)
Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; Naught be all else to me save that thou art:
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou, and thou only, first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of Heaven, my victory won, May I reach heav’n’s joys, O brightest Son!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my Vision, O ruler of all.

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel
led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not
tolerate such a situation.

A reading from Amos.
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Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5
saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
6
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
7
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 113

The psalm for the day is spoken.
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the Lord;
praise the name | of the Lord.
2
Let the name of the | Lord be blessed,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
3
From the rising of the sun to its | going down
let the name of the | Lord be praised.
4
The Lord is high a- | bove all nations;
God’s glory a- | bove the heavens.
5
Who is like the | Lord our God,
who sits en- | throned on high,
6
but stoops | to behold
the heavens | and the earth?
7
The Lord takes up the weak out | of the dust
and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
8
enthroning them | with the rulers,
with the rulers | of the people.
9
The Lord makes the woman of a | childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah!
1

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

The Pastoral Epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical matters, such as
church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is an expression of the single
-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.
A reading from 1 Timothy.
1

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God
our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
6
who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest man who cheats his employer and then is
commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are
less creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more
valuable household.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because
you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do,
now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I
am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager,
people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one,
he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of
olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said
to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you
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into the eternal homes.
1

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for
a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them.

SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Drawn to the Light” (ELW 593)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing in the Spirit’s work among us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.
A brief silence.
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Giver of the feast, bless your church and all who hunger and thirst. Nourish us richly with
your word and meal, and send us as signs of your living presence in the world.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Ruler of the earth, bring forth an abundant harvest from fields, orchards, and gardens. Renew
fields that will soon lie fallow. Feed and protect all wild creatures.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the nations, we pray for places in the world affected by conflict, war, and turmoil. We
pray that your perfect peace and order be restored.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of our weary years, we remember before you those among us who are sick or who are
recovering from illness or surgery. We pray especially for Brenda Winter; Eleanore Barrett; Trey
Sherwood; Peter Munson; Judy Rohr; and the family and friends of Rob DeBree.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God our beginning and ending, we thank you for hope even in the midst of despair. Visit this
assembly with your light and truth.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of our silent tears, we remember the faithful departed who make up the great cloud of
witnesses. Gather us all in praise around your throne.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN: “Take My Life, That I May Be” (ELW 583)
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward.
09

OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills
were gathered together to become one bread,
so let your church be gathered together
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Take hold of the life that really is life.
Come, take your place at the table.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:
“Be Thou My Vision” (ELW 793)
“Eat This Bread” (ELW 472)
POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The assembly stands to receive the blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the prayer.
We come again to you, O God,
giving you thanks that in this feast of mercy
you have embraced us and healed us,
making us one in the body of Christ.
Go with us on our way.
Equip us for every good work,
that we may continue to give you thanks
by embracing others with mercy and healing;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

God Almighty send you light and truth
to keep you all the days of your life.
The hand of God protect you;
the holy angels accompany you;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and forever.
Amen.
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PARISH SHARING TIME

Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God’s mission in the world.

SENDING HYMN: “Let Streams of Living Justice” (ELW 710)
The assembly stands.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

GOSPEL MESSAGE
Someone once said you can tell what’s important to you by looking at your checkbook or
account statement. There might be some big-ticket items on the list, but the most frequent
items might tell the bigger story. What are the small things that add up over time? What are
the patterns of spending that indicate what you value?
The same could probably be said for your calendar. What do you spend your time on and what
does that say about what holds value for you? Who or what do you serve? Who or what is
your master? An even more important question to ask might be what kind of a master do you
want to serve?
Time and wealth are not very forgiving masters. They aren’t ultimately interested in your
welfare or anyone else’s. To chase after these masters, no matter how successfully, is to run
into a dead end. There’s never enough time to do it all. There’s never enough money to do it
all.
However, the God who created time and provides for our every need is forgiving beyond
measure and interested in you to the point of sending Jesus to die for you. To serve God is to
experience a richness in this life that bubbles up to a life without end. To use your gifts,
resources, and skills in service to this master is to invest in returns that are priceless not just
for you, but for the world. According to Jesus’ parable for today, God can use your creativity,
and even shrewdness, to benefit others and accomplish God’s mission.
May worshiping in the Spirit’s presence today free you to use your time and resources for the
Master’s purpose.

13

Trinity This Week
Sunday, Sept. 18

Tuesday, Sept. 20
Wednesday, Sept. 21

9:00AM
10:15AM
10:30AM
4:00PM
5:00PM
9:30AM
2:30PM
10:00AM
5:15PM
6:00PM
6:30PM
7:00PM
7:00PM

Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship & Sunday School
Worship & Music Committee Meeting
Girl Scouts Meeting
Campus Ministry Dinner and Discussion
TELC Staff Meeting
Intern/Supervisor Meeting
Women’s Bible Study
Supper
Holden Evening Prayer
WEE! Education Rotation
Confirmation Class
Trinity Chancel Choir Rehearsal

BIRTHDAYS! Laura Buckner (09/22), Al Nachtigal (09/22), and Helen Sussenguth (09/24).
PLEASE REACH OUT TO OUR SHUT-INS Our shut-in members would love to hear from you, so please
feel free to send them a letter or stop in for a visit. They are: Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie
Hopper, and Daniel Travsky.
INTERFAITH NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! Our local Interfaith Good Samaritan is in desperate need of
volunteers. So stop by Interfaith, located in the Civic Center at 710 E. Garfield Street, or call 7424240 to arrange a time to help out.
CONFIRMATION CLASS IS BACK Confirmation Classes for seventh and eighth graders are back in
full swing. This year the focus of study is Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. The confirmands will
also be attending the “Coyote Howl” retreat at Sky Ranch October 7-9th. There’s still time to enroll
into classes and the retreat if you haven’t already, but be sure to contact Pastor Rachel or Intern
Halcyon as soon as you can!

Texts for Next Week:
First Reading—Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm—Psalm 146
Second Reading—1 Timothy 6:6-19
Gospel Reading—Luke 16:19-31
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Wednesday Evening Education (WEE!) Continues!
For these past two weeks, WEE! has started its new school year with great success, food,
and attendance! We have had several members participate, including some members who
cannot attend service on Sunday due to work commitments!
If you missed the exciting opening, no worries...just join us next Wednesday, the 21st,
for more WEE! FUN!
Our Theme for September is the Lord’s Prayer!
5:15—5:45 Supper
6:00—6:20 Holden Evening Prayer
6:30—6:55 Education Rotation
7:00—8:00 Confirmation and Choir
The “rotation” education time involves different stations all of which
get at the theme of the month.

This also means we are re-thinking Sunday mornings.
A new "Kids in Prayer" program will start TODAY, Sunday the 18th, at 10:15am.

The educational program is open to children Pre K - 6th, and promises to be a fun-filled
theological adventure for this mixed-aged group.

Huge Thanks to Our Worship Band!
The moving music for this Sunday’s Worship Service was provided by the following amazing musicians:
Andrea Toven (Guitar), Jennifer Lyford (Violin), Amy Wright (Cello),
Alice Telander (Percussion), Micah Schweizer (Bass), and Meng Xu (Piano)
Thank you for sharing your talents with us this Sunday!
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THIS WEEK—September 18, 2016
Preacher: Pastor Rachel Larson
Lector:
9:00AM Stephen Boss
Acolyte: 9:00AM Silja Alexander
Ushers:
9:00AM Sara & Den’ja
Pommarane
Greeters: 9:00AM Sara & Den’ja
Pommarane
Nursery: 9:00AM Kate Jablin

NEXT WEEK—September 25, 2016
Preacher: Intern Halcyon Bjornstad
Lector: 9:00AM Diane Fiedler
Acolyte: 9:00AM Kent Henry
Ushers: 9:00AM Debbe, Lindsay, &
Lily Conyers
Greeters: 9:00AM Wendy & Roger
Bredehoft
Nursery: 9:00AM Marygrace Buckner

Stewards: Kris Oolman & Charles Nye
Altar Guild: Bobbie & Al Schimek
Coffee Fellowship: The Oolman Family
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