TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, November 13th 2016
Twenty-Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday, November 13, 2016
Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 4








To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!
We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is
available in the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us
to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.
Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children
ages 5 years and younger. If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of
the ushers to get the attendant. A changing table is available in the nursery.
Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or someone
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor.
Prayer request cards are in the pew racks. Please hand to an usher during the hymn
following the sermon.
WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

Twenty-Sixth Sunday After Pentecost:

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the “meantimes.” The baptized are strengthened for the
living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle:
“Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.”

.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
In the name of God the Father of glory;
in the name of God the ☩ Son, our Redeemer;
in the name of God the holy and life-giving Spirit.
Amen.
The Sun of righteousness shall rise
with shining beams of healing.
Let us gather under the wings of God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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Gracious God,
we acknowledge that we are sinners
and we confess our sins—
those known to us that burden our hearts,
and those unknown to us but seen by you.
We know that before you nothing remains hidden,
and in you everything is revealed.
Free us from the slavery of sin;
liberate us from the bondage of guilt;
and work in us that which is pleasing in your sight;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
With a heart full of mercy and compassion,
God saves us and ☩ forgives us all our sins.
Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us
and by the light of the Holy Spirit
guides our feet into the way of peace.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness” (ELW 657)
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy.
Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what
is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Who May Abide?”
(By Henry Ruthven, from Psalm 15:1-2)
Who may abide, O Lord in thy dwelling, in the tent of the Lord,
Who may dwell, within thy holy hill?
O who may abide in thy dwelling, the tent of the Lord?
He who walks blamelessly, speaks truth within his heart,
Follows the Lord by walking in righteousness.

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that the day of the Lord is coming. On that day,
the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who fear
God.
A reading from Malachi.
1
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall
rise, with healing in its wings.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98

The psalm for the day is sung.

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
2
O Lord, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
1
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You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
4
Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
3

Sing to the Lord| with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
6
With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the Lord.
5

Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
8
Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to | judge the earth.
7

The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.
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SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s
return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. Paul warns
them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.
A reading from 2 Thessalonians.
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from
believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from
us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were
with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we
worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do
not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were
with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear
that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such
persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn
their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.
6

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19
As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end,
believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and shall be given the words they need to
testify and to endure without fear.
The holy gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and
gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come
when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”
7
They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to
take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my
name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.
9
“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take
place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various
places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
12
“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you
over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because
of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to
prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated
by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you
will gain your souls.”
5

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME
All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them.
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SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “You Are Mine” (ELW 581)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world, we offer our prayers for the
church, those in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
For the church, for missionaries and teachers, clergy and laity, and all ministers who proclaim
the gospel in word and deed, that the Sun of righteousness enlighten the whole earth,
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For rivers and lakes, hills and mountains, fruit and vegetables, and animals great and small,
that creation thrive and that we care for all God has given us, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all in authority at the local, state, provincial, national, and international levels, for those
who advocate for equity, and for relief workers and their supporters, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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For those who hunger or thirst, for those who doubt or are terrified, for those who suffer in
body, mind, or spirit, and for caregivers, and especially for Pastor Rachel Larson; Rylie
Heggie; Shirley Heggie; Linda Anderson; Lindsey Meyer; Eleanore Barrett; Matthew
Thissell; Justin Fredin; Peter Munson; and the family of Ryan Petersmann, that all experience
the healing and comfort given through Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For those gathered in this place to hear the gospel and receive the good gifts of God through
Christ Jesus, that guided by the Holy Spirit, we serve our neighbor who is in need, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In thanksgiving for men and women of every time and place who have died in Christ, and that
we follow their examples of faithful living, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Almighty God, you have promised to hear those who call upon your name. We commend all
our spoken and silent prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (ELW 188)
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills
were gathered together to become one bread,
so let your church be gathered together
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom,
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Share in the inheritance of all the saints.
Come to the table prepared for you.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:
“All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (ELW 461)
“Here Is Bread” (ELW 483)
POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The assembly stands to receive the blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the prayer.
We give you thanks, shepherding God,
that you have gathered your scattered flock again this day,
feeding us richly with the food of Paradise.
Accompany us as we serve you all the days of our lives,
and gather us with the saints in the day of our death;
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord.
Amen

BLESSING

God who loves us,
who gives us eternal consolation and good hope,
comfort your hearts
and strengthen them in every good work and word;
and the blessing of almighty God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you forever.
Amen.

PARISH SHARING TIME

Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God’s mission in the world.
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SENDING HYMN: “On Our Way Rejoicing” (ELW 537)
The assembly stands.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Gospel Message
The tone of today’s gospel is ominous. “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes” (Luke 21:10). These words are ominous not
because what they describe will happen, but because these things are happening right now—
and have been since these words were written down almost two thousand years ago.
Our tendency to focus on the difficult portions of today’s gospel text causes us anxiety at best
and paranoia at worst. Following today’s worship, we might reasonably predict that a few
people will be looking for signs of the end of all things!
If we listen with trusting hearts instead of fearful ones, we can hear hope even in this text.
Although Jesus describes what may befall his disciples in the end time—arrest, persecution,
imprisonment, betrayal, hatred, death—he assures his disciples and us that God will not let
these things be the final word. We hear promise more than prediction.
When we pay attention to the signs that Jesus gives through his life, we will more fully
understand where Christ eventually goes: the cross. At the cross Jesus will be betrayed, his
friends will abandon him, his name will be hated with shouts of “Crucify him!,” and there will
be an earthquake. At the cross the temple of Christ’s body, the dwelling place of God, will be
left in ruin, and then buried in a cave sealed with a stone.
That stone will topple at the resurrection, thrown down by the power of life and love, and we
receive the assurance that even death cannot hold the Crucified One. Even while the nations
rage, we are safe in Christ’s resurrection, down to the hair on our head.
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Trinity This Week
Sunday, Nov. 13

8:00AM
9:15AM
10:30AM
4:00PM
5:00PM

Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship & Sunday School
Worship Service
Girl Scouts Meeting
Campus Ministry Dinner and Discussion

Wednesday, Nov. 16

10:00AM
6:00PM
6:30PM
7:00PM
7:00PM

Women’s Bible Study
WEE! Dinner
WEE! Education Rotation
Confirmation Class
Trinity Chancel Choir Rehearsal

BIRTHDAYS! Tammy Heggie (11/14), Maxwell Wine (11/15), Rory Telander (11/16), Margot
Birkholz (11/17), and Garrison Bennett (11/19).
PLEASE REACH OUT TO OUR SHUT-INS Our shut-in members would love to hear from you, so please
feel free to send them a letter or stop in for a visit. They are: Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian,
Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, and Daniel Travsky.
CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES Operation Christmas Child is in full swing! Empty boxes are available at
church, or you can bring donations to fill others’ boxes. You are also welcome to pack a regular
shoe box! Boxes are due by November 20th, which will be here fast! Please see Jennie Lawrence or
Ed Hiller for more details.
CHRISTMAS CRAFTING COMMUNITY Join us on Sunday, November 27th, from 1 to 6pm at the
West Laramie Fire Station (2374 Jefferson Street), where a group of Trinity Members will be
gathering to kick off the Christmas holiday right with good Christmas conversation, projects, and
camaraderie. Bring your unfinished Christmas cards, crafts, projects, scrapbooks, quilts, gift
wrapping, and any other Christmas project, and work on them in the company of fellow Christmas
craft lovers! Snacks and Drinks will be provided, and all are welcome! For further details, please
contact Kris Oolman at 399-8801.

Texts for Next Week:
Be sure to turn in your Feedback and Contact
Forms in the North Lobby Box by Nov 20th!!
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First Reading—Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm—Psalm 46
Second Reading—Col 1:11-20
Gospel Reading—Luke 23:33-43

We Are Temporarily Returning to One Service!
As Trinity enters a new church year with the Advent Season on November 27th, Trinity will also be
temporarily returning to one Sunday Worship Service at 9am on November 27th.
With our pastor on disability leave, your Trinity Council feels that it is of utmost importance that we
come together as one united congregation to help us move forward with some tough decisions
that may be upon us. One Sunday service at 9am will help facilitate the congregation coming
together as one. Furthermore, it is good stewardship on behalf of the church to reduce our Sunday
services to one 9am service. This will help reduce the costs of supply pastors, as well as lower
the requirement levels to those who have stepped up to help Trinity during these trying times, such
as Andrea Toven who has graciously dedicated her time to help not only with Sundays, but also
with confirmation and other church activities. Lastly, we also will be without our main organist,
Meng, for much of December as we celebrate her coming child. Having only one service will
enable Trinity to more readily find substitute organists and cut the costs as well.
Trinity will keep the one Sunday Worship Service from November 27th through January 29th,
which will be the Annual Meeting. At that time, the congregation will determine whether we will
keep one worship service and for how long. We thank you for your continued support, love, and
prayers during these times. Any questions can be directed towards your congregational president,
Stephen Boss.

New WEE! Schedule

Our Wednesday nights have changed a little bit in order to accommodate
more members’ schedules!
Dinner is now at 6:00pm, with the WEE! Education Rotation for ChildrenFellowship for Adults at 6:30pm.
These new time slots allow more people to attend dinner,
and make the evenings a shorter time commitment for those participating in
Confirmation Class and/or Chancel Choir Rehearsal!

Time, Talents, & Pledges

2017 Time, Talent, and Pledge Sheets have been mailed to all members.
The sheets are also available on our website to print and return.
Please enjoy this process of Christian growth and reflection, and we here at Trinity look forward to
collecting your responses by November 20th.
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THIS WEEK—November 13, 2016
Preacher: Ms. Andrea Toven
Presider: Bishop Jim Gonia
Lector:
8:00AM
Laura Buckner
10:30AM Trey Sherwood
Acolyte: 8:00AM
Lauren Frick
10:30AM Rebecca Lyford
Ushers:
8:00AM
Jennie Lawrence
Mark Rehwaldt
10:30AM Mike Smith
Georgia Mitchell
Greeters: 8:00AM
The Schimek
Family
10:30AM Shirley Heggie
Mike Smith
Nursery: 8:00AM
Madie Jablin
10:30AM Derk Lyford

NEXT WEEK—November 20, 2016
Preacher: Ms. Andrea Toven
Lector:
8:00AM
Trey Muhsman
10:30AM Lindsay Conyers
Acolyte: 8:00AM
Mackenzie Muhsman
10:30AM Beth Ferris
Ushers:
8:00AM
Marie Frick
Keith Ensley
10:30AM Jason & Jolene
Roesler
Greeters: 8:00AM
Mike Nutter
Janet Talbott
10:30AM Sharon Leder
Helen Sussenguth
Nursery: 8:00AM
Kelcey Anderson
10:30AM Marygrace Buckner

Stewards: Mark Lyford & Charles Nye
Altar Guild: Mike Nutter
Coffee Fellowship: Ed & Lois Hiller
Flowers: Flowers are provided by Al & Bobbie Schimek in honor of their 48th Anniversary!

107 South 7th Street
Laramie, Wyoming 82070
(307) 745-4222 www.telclaramie.com telc@qwestoffice.net
Pastor ........... …………………………………..…….Rachel Larson
Parish Secretary ......... ………………….…….James Greening
Congregation President………………………….Stephen Boss
Organist………………………………………………...…… Meng Xu
Choir Director……………………………...………….Larry Hazlett
Financial Secretary…………………...……………...Bev Gossett
Treasurer…………………………...……………….Susan Manown
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