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Sunday, November 20, 2016                              

Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 8 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is 
available in the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us 
to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

Christ The King Sunday: 
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment 
in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears so utterly contradictory that the 
king should be crucified with the criminal. This victory appears for all the world as ignominious 
defeat. Yet through the gate of death our Lord opens the door to paradise. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
In the name of God the Father of glory; 

in the name of God the ☩ Son, our Redeemer; 
in the name of God the holy and life-giving Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Sun of Righteousness shall rise 
with shining beams of healing. 
Let us gather under the wings of God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Gracious God, 
 
we acknowledge that we are sinners 
and we confess our sins— 
those known to us that burden our hearts, 
and those unknown to us but seen by you. 
We know that before you nothing remains hidden, 
and in you everything is revealed. 
Free us from the slavery of sin; 
liberate us from the bondage of guilt; 
and work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
With a heart full of mercy and compassion, 

God saves us and ☩ forgives us all our sins. 
Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us 
and by the light of the Holy Spirit 
guides our feet into the way of peace. 
 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (ELW 733)  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship 
you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, 
and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Lost in the Night”  

        (By Keith Haugen) 

  Lost in the night do the people yet languish, 
  Longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 
  Plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish. 
 
  Will not day come soon?  Will not day come soon? 
 
  Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 
  Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 
  Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 
 
  Will you help us soon?  Will you help us soon? 
 
  Sorrowing wand'rers, in darkness yet dwelling, 
  Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 
  Death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling. 
 
  Christ is coming soon,  Christ is coming soon! 
  Will not day come soon?  Come and save us soon. 
  Christ is coming soon! 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6  
Today’s reading builds on the common ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s 
unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, the Lord will raise up 

a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 

 

 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
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1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 
2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself 
will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds 
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor 
shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
  5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name 
by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 46 
The psalm for the day is sung. 
 
        1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
 3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
 7The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
 11The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
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SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20  
An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who 

was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 

A reading from Colossians. 
 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the 
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has 
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
  15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43  

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to 
be Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised 

sinner to paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 

The holy gospel according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for 
they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the 
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, 
coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
  39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 

 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Soli Deo Gloria” (ELW 878)  
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world, we offer our prayers for the 
church, those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

For Christ’s church on earth and for those who proclaim the good news of your reign, that all 
divisions cease, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For your creation in all its beauty, for water and land, plants and animals, and for those who 
advocate for the just use of the earth, that all creatures enjoy life abundant, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For government leaders, for those who provide justice and safety, and for those in war-torn 
places, that all be guided by the peace of the Lord, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the alienated, for the sick and suffering, for those living with HIV/AIDS, and for those in 
need of reconciliation, especially for Pastor Rachel Larson; Ed Hiller; Rylie Heggie; Shirley 
Heggie; Linda Anderson; Lindsey Meyer; Eleanore Barrett; Matthew Thissell; Justin Fredin; 
Peter Munson; and the family of Ryan Petersmann, let us pray that God provide them with 
skilled medical practitioners and counselors, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those traveling this week, for those gathered with family and friends, for protection from 
inclement weather, and for the body of Christ gathered here, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for all the saints who lived their lives giving thanks to God and are now at 
rest, that their witness strengthen our confidence in the resurrection to eternal life, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear those who call upon your name. We commend all 
our spoken and silent prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (ELW 188)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills 
were gathered together to become one bread, 
so let your church be gathered together 
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 
for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Share in the inheritance of all the saints. 
Come to the table prepared for you. 
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COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  
“Bread of Life from Heaven” (ELW 474)  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

We give you thanks, shepherding God, 
that you have gathered your scattered flock again this day, 
feeding us richly with the food of Paradise. 
Accompany us as we serve you all the days of our lives, 
and gather us with the saints in the day of our death; 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord. 
Amen  
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BLESSING 
God who loves us, 
who gives us eternal consolation and good hope, 
comfort your hearts 
and strengthen them in every good work and word; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you forever. 
Amen. 
 

PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “Soon and Very Soon” (ELW 439)  
The assembly stands. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 
Gospel Message 

We end the church year in an unconventional fashion: at the cross. Today’s gospel seems a strange 
capstone to the liturgical calendar, and that is intentional. This is because Christ the King Sunday is not 
a capstone at all, but rather a hinge that opens into the new year. We end at the cross because that is 
where we see most fully the great, culminating example of where God is willing to go to show love for 
humanity. We end at the cross because in the crucifixion we see Christ’s enthronement as the one that 
nothing, not even death, can destroy. 

Christ’s kingship lies not in his exultation in glory but in his being raised upon the instrument of death 
from which God causes life to spring. The cross of Christ is the tree of life. But this life is hidden in 
what appears to be anything but life. Christ is not king because he conquers all in self-preserving might 
and force but because he conquers all in self-giving grace, and in doing so proves that he cannot be 
conquered even by violence. 

Now we stand ready to step again onto Advent soil where new life, hope, and possibility is 
germinating. We must remember as we prepare to hear once again in the story of Jesus’ birth and life 
that God’s glory is not found in power and might but in humility and sacrifice, in one willing to give 
his life for his friends, his enemies, and the criminal hanging beside him. That is the kingdom of God: 
that place where the friend, the enemy, and even the one rightly condemned receives the grace and 
forgiveness of Christ. For that, we praise Christ as king! 
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Trinity This Week 
Sunday, Nov. 20 8:00AM Worship Service 

 9:15AM Coffee Fellowship & Sunday School 

 10:30AM Worship Service 

 4:00PM Girl Scouts Meeting 

 5:00PM Campus Ministry Dinner and Discussion 
   

Wednesday, Nov. 23 NO Women’s Bible Study 

 NO WEE! Activities 

 NO Confirmation Class 

 HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE!! 

BIRTHDAYS! Sarah Sorenson (11/20), Marilyn Johnson (11/22), Norman Johnson (11/22), Eric 
Schimek (11/22), Nancy Shaw (11/22), Rhonda Anderson (11/23), Michael Renniesen (11/23), and 
Amy Wright (11/26). 
 

PLEASE REACH OUT TO OUR SHUT-INS Our shut-in members would love to hear from you, so please 

feel free to send them a letter or stop in for a visit.  They are: Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, 

Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, and Daniel Travsky. 

 

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES Operation Christmas Child is in full swing! Empty boxes are available at 

church, or you can bring donations to fill others’ boxes.  You are also welcome to pack a regular 

shoe box! Boxes are due today, November 20th!  Please see Jennie Lawrence or Ed Hiller for more 

details. 
 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTING COMMUNITY Join us on Sunday, November 27th, from 1 to 6pm at the 
West Laramie Fire Station (2374 Jefferson Street), where a group of Trinity Members will be 
gathering to kick off the Christmas holiday right with good Christmas conversation, projects, and 
camaraderie. Bring your unfinished Christmas cards, crafts, projects, scrapbooks, quilts, gift 
wrapping, and any other Christmas project, and work on them in the company of fellow Christmas 
craft lovers! Snacks and Drinks will be provided, and all are welcome! For further details, please 
contact Kris Oolman at 399-8801.   
 

                             

   Texts for Next Week: 

              First Reading—Isaiah 2:1-5 

        Psalm—Psalm  122 

Second Reading—Romans 13:11-14  

           Gospel Reading—Matthew 24:36-44 

 Be sure to turn in your Feedback and  Contact 

Forms in the North Lobby Box by TODAY!!  
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We Are Temporarily Returning to One Service! 
 

As Trinity enters a new church year with the Advent Season next Sunday, November 27th, Trinity will 

also be temporarily returning to one Sunday Worship Service at 9am on November 27th. 

 

With our pastor on disability leave, your Trinity Council feels that it is of utmost importance that we 

come together as one united congregation to help us move forward with some tough decisions that 

may be upon us.  One Sunday service at 9am will help facilitate the congregation coming together as 

one. Furthermore, it is good stewardship on behalf of the church to reduce our Sunday services to one 

9am service.  This will help reduce the costs of supply pastors, as well as lower the requirement levels 

to those who have stepped up to help Trinity during these trying times, such as Andrea Toven who has 

graciously dedicated her time to help not only with Sundays, but also with confirmation and other 

church activities. Lastly, we also will be without our main organist, Meng, for much of December as we 

celebrate her coming child.  Having only one service will enable Trinity to more readily find substitute 

organists and cut the costs as well. 

 

Trinity will keep the one Sunday Worship Service from November 27th through January 29th, which will 

be the Annual Meeting.  At that time, the congregation will determine whether we will keep one worship 

service and for how long. We thank you for your continued support, love, and prayers during these 

times.  Any questions can be directed towards your congregational president, Stephen Boss.  

 

Time, Talents, & Pledges 

2017 Time, Talent, and Pledge Sheets have been mailed to all members. 

The sheets are also available on our website to print and return. 

Please enjoy this process of Christian growth and reflection, and we here at Trinity look forward to  

collecting your responses by today, November 20th. 

 

Youth Group Starting 

Becky Dill and Laura Buckner are starting a Youth Group here at Trinity.  If you are interested in 

participating or helping out, please let Becky or Laura know.  The first meeting will be November 

29th at 7pm here at Trinity!  We will see you then! 

 

Welcome New Members! 

Trinity would like to officially welcome Denise and Martin Greller to our church family!  Please take 

the time to introduce yourself and give them a warm Trinity welcome! 

 

Huge Thanks to Our Trinity Orchestra! 

Trinity gives thanks for all of the blessed musicians in our congregation that shared their 

musical talents with us this Sunday! 

Andrea Toven, Jennifer Lyford, Amy Wright, Alice Telander, Meng Xu, Micah Schweizer, and 

the Trinity Chancel Choir! 
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Pastor ........... …………………………………..…….Rachel Larson     

Parish Secretary ......... ………………….…….James Greening    

Congregation President………………………….Stephen Boss 

Organist………………………………………………...…… Meng  Xu 

Choir Director……………………………...………….Larry Hazlett 
Financial Secretary…………………...……………...Bev Gossett 
Treasurer…………………………...……………….Susan Manown 
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THIS WEEK—November 20, 2016 

Preacher:   Ms. Andrea Toven 

Lector:  8:00AM    Trey Muhsman 
 10:30AM Lindsay Conyers 

Acolyte:    8:00AM Mackenzie Muhsman 
 10:30AM Beth Ferris 

Ushers:     8:00AM Marie Frick  
  Keith Ensley 
 10:30AM Jason & Jolene 
  Roesler 

Greeters:  8:00AM Mike Nutter  
  Janet Talbott 
 10:30AM Sharon Leder 
  Helen Sussenguth 
Nursery:   8:00AM Kelcey Anderson 
 10:30AM Marygrace Buckner 
  

NEXT WEEK—November 27, 2016 

Special Service:   First Advent Service  

Lector:  9:00AM    Martin Greller 
  

Acolyte:    9:00AM Rylie Heggie 
  

Ushers:     9:00AM The Anderson  
  Family 
  

Greeters:  9:00AM Marie Frick  
  Judi Weatherwax 
  

Nursery:   9:00AM Kate Jablin 
  
   

Stewards:  Mark Lyford & Charles Nye 

Altar Guild:  Mike Nutter  

Coffee Fellowship:  OPEN 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com  telc@qwestoffice.net 


