
 

A SERVICE FOR ADVENT 

WITH 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

Sunday, 27th November 2016, 9.00 am 



 

 

ADVENT 

The season of Advent is traditionally a time of preparation for 
Christmas, and its observance dates from the sixth century in Gaul. It stretched 
from St. Martin’s Day (November 11) to Christmas Eve, and was known as ‘The 
Lent of St. Martin.’ This title evokes a parallel between Advent and the Lenten 
season. Meditations on the themes of judgment and the last things were 
developed for each of the four Sundays of Advent. 

The season suggests reflection on God’s kingdom from two standpoints: 
that of Jewish hopes for renewal, fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ, that of 
the mission of the Church in the world today. The use from Scripture, Liturgy, 
and Music of things new and old expresses our sense of continuity with the 
past, and our feeling for the new demands of the present.  

This service is constructed upon the themes indicated by the Collects for 
the four Sundays of Advent. The first Sunday urges the people of God to put on 
‘the armor of light,’ after the warning of God’s judgment. The second Sunday is 
concerned with the fulfillment of God’s Word in Scripture, and the promise of 
eternal life in Christ. The third shows the service which His people are 
commissioned to give. On the fourth Sunday we hear of the human condition of 
sin, forgiveness in Christ, and His coming again. 

How shall I fitly meet Thee, and give Thee welcome due?  
The nations long to greet Thee, and I would greet Thee too.  
O Fount of Light, shine brightly upon my darkened heart;  
That I may serve thee rightly, and know Thee as Thou art. 

text: Wie Soll Ich Dich Empfangen? (1653), Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) 
trans.: Lyra Germanica (1855), Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

 

 

 

Front Illustration:  Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528), The Nativity, woodcut printed in black on laid paper, 1509
-1511, 3 7/8 x 5  in.    Spot Graphics: Rockwell Kent (1882-1971). 
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PRELUDE:                                     Danial Groathouse, organ 
 

The OPENING of the SERVICE 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH                          
 
BIDDING PRAYER                          Eric Nye, lector 
   
          

PLAINSONG and READINGS: RORATE CAELI   plainsong chants by Larry W. Hazlett, (b. 1948) 
Larry and Carolyn Hazlett, cantors,  

 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen; that ye 
may know me and believe me: I, even I, am the Lord, and beside me there is no 
Savior: and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry: I have blotted 
out as a thick cloud thy transgressions. Fear not, for I will save thee: for I am the 
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN:                    Stand  
 

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (ELW 436)        Philipp Nicolai, (1556-1608) 
   

                  

1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
the watchmen on the heights are crying; 
awake, Jerusalem, at last. 

Midnight hears the welcome voices, 
and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
“Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 

The bridegroom comes! Awake; 
your lamps with gladness take!” 

Alleluia! Rise and prepare the feast to share; 
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near.   
 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
and all her heart with joy is springing. 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

(...continued on following page...) 
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Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, 

the strong in grace, in truth victorious; 
her star is ris’n; her light is come. 

Now come, O blessed One, 
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. 

Sing hosanna! Oh, hear the call! Come one, come all, 
and follow to the banquet hall. 

3 Gloria! Let heav’n adore thee! 
Let saints and angels sing before thee, 
with harp and cymbal’s clearest tone. 

Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming, 
lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming, 
with angel choirs around your throne. 

No eye has caught the light, 
 no ear the thund’ring might 
of such glory.  There we will go: what joy we’ll know! 

There sweet delight shall ever flow. 

 

 

I. The MESSAGE of ADVENT 
 

SENTENCE                 Remain standing 
 

 Pastor: The glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
   And all flesh shall see it together. 
 
People: Our help standeth in the name of the Lord 
   Who hath made heaven and earth. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (said by all)   

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR ADVENT I                      
 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon 
us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and 
ever.  Amen.   

 
 

PLAINSONG: O SAPIENTIA                  Sit 
   

O Wisdom, which hast come out of the mouth of the Most High, and mightily 
ordereth all things: 
 

Come and teach us the way of wisdom. 
 

PLAINSONG: O ADONAI  
  

O Adonai, deliverer of the house of Israel, who in Sinai didst give the law to Moses: 
 

Come and deliver us with an outstretched arm. 
 

FIRST LESSON:  Jeremiah XXIII, vv. 1—6                                     Caroline Bredehoft 

God’s judgment and salvation declared. 

 

CAROL:                        Remain Seated 
 
Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269)            Henry Gauntlett, (1805-1876) 

text: Cecil Frances Alexander, (1823-1895) 
 

1 Once in Royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and meek and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3 And our eyes at last shall see him, his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above; 
 And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
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SECOND LESSON:  Romans XIII, vv. 8—14                 Rebecca Lyford 

The responsibility of faith. 

HYMN:   Stand 

 

Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264) Swedish folk tune, 17th c.  
     text: Franz Mikael Franzén, (1722-1847) 

 

1 Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story: Refrain 

 

Refrain:        Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 

3 Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 
Your king yet ev’ry nation its tribute too may bring. 
All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing: Refrain 

 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: Refrain 

 
II. The WORD of GOD 

 
SENTENCE:   Remain Standing 

 

Pastor:  O people of Sion, behold the Lord is nigh at hand  
 to redeem the nations, and in the gladness of your heart  
 the Lord shall cause His glorious voice to be heard. 
 

People: Declare His honor unto the heathen 
 And His wonders unto all people. 
 

COLLECT FOR ADVENT II 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written 
for our learning: Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and 
comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our  
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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PLAINSONG: O RADIX JESSE   Sit  
 

O Root of Jesse, standing as a banner for the people, whom the nations shall seek; 
  

Come and deliver us, and tarry not.  
 

PLAINSONG: O CLAVIS DAVID  
 

O Key of David, that openest, and no man shutteth, and shuttest, and no man 
openeth:  
 

Come and bring the prisoner out of the prison-house. 
 
 

THIRD LESSON:  Romans XV, vv. 4—13  Mark Lyford 
 

The Scriptures proclaim Christ. 
 
 

Psalm XIX, vv. 1—10 [Cantor: odd verses; Congregation: even verses in bold]- 
 

1The heavens declare the glorý of God : and the firmament sheweth his 
hándiwork. 

2One day telléth another : and one night certifiéth another. 
3There is neither speech nor lánguage : but their voices are heard ámong them. 
4Their sound is gone out intó all lands : and their words into the ends 

óf the world. 
5In them hath he set a tabernacle fór the sun : which cometh forth as a 

bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to rún his course. 
6It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth 

about unto the end of ít again : and there is nothing hid from the 
héat thereof. 

7The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, convertíng the soul : the testimony of 
the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom untó the simple. 

8The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejóice the heart : the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, and giveth light untó the eyes. 

9The fear of the Lord is clean, and enduréth for ever : the judgments of the Lord 
are true, and righteous áltogether. 

10More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than múch fine gold : 
sweeter also than honey, and the hóney-comb. 

 
People:     Glory be to the Father, and │ to the Son* 

  and to the │ Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ev - │ er shall be* 
  world without end. │ Amen. 

 



 

Page 8 

 

ANTHEM:   

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree                  Elizabeth Poston, (1905-1987) 
Terri Rittenburg, soprano, Carolyn Hazlett, alto, Larry Hazlett, tenor 

 

FOURTH LESSON:  Saint Luke IV, vv. 14—21         Trey Sherwood 
 

The fulfillment of the Word. 

HYMN:                       Stand 

  
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending (ELW 435)    Thomas Olivers, (1725-1799) 

text: Charles Wesley, (1707-1788) 

 
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

 once for favored sinners slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
 swell the triumph of his train: 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
   Christ appears, on earth to reign. 
 

2 Now redemption, long expected, 
 comes in solemn splendor near; 
all the saints this world rejected 

  thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 
   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
  See the day of God appear! 
 
3 Those dear tokens of his Passion 
  still his dazzling body bears, 
 cause of endless exultation 
  to his ransomed worshippers: 
   With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
 Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
 high on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

  claim the kingdom as thine own.  
   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

  Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 
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III. The MINISTRY of the CHURCH 

 
SENTENCE                  Remain standing  
 

Pastor:  Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
   Or who shall rise up in His holy place? 
   Even he that hath clean hands and a pure heart, 

 and that hath not lifted up his mind unto vanity. 
 

People: Pray ye the Lord of the Harvest 
 That He will send forth laborers into His harvest. 
 

COLLECT FOR ADVENT III 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy 
way before thee: Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so 
prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, that at thy second coming to judge the world we may be found an 
acceptable people in thy sight, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  Amen.   
        

PLAINSONG: O ORIENS              Sit 
 

O Day-spring, Brightness of Light Everlasting, and Sun of Righteousness: 
 

Come and enlighten him that sitteth in darkness and the shadow of death. 

PLAINSONG: O REX GENTIUM   
 

 O King of the Nations, and their desire; the Corner-stone, who makest  
 reconciliation: 
 
  Come and save mankind, whom thou hast formed of clay. 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON:  ISAIAH XLII, vv. 1—9                 Carol Frost 
 

Israel is commissioned as the servant of God. 
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CAROL:      Remain Seated 

 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (ELW 272) German carol, 15th c., arr.: Michael Praetorius, (1571-
1621)  
 text tr.: T. Baker, (1851-1934) sts.1-2; J. Mattes, (1876-1948) st. 4 
  

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung, 

it came, a flow’r so bright, 
amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. 
 

2 Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 
she bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night. 
 

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness ev’rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death he saves us and lightens ev’ry load. 

 

4 O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, king of glory, who dost our weakness know: 

bring us at length, we pray, 
to the bright courts of heaven and into endless day. 
 
 

SIXTH LESSON:  ISAIAH XL, vv. 1—9              Klaus Hanson 
 
 

Christ’s ministry is foreseen by Isaiah. 
 

 

 

 IV. The PREPARATION for the ADVENT of CHRIST 
 

SENTENCE     Stand 
 

Pastor:  Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down  
 righteousness; let the earth open and bring forth a Savior. 
 

People: The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament   
   sheweth his handiwork. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
   and to the  Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
   ever shall be,  world without end.  Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR ADVENT IV 
 

O Lord, raise up, we pray thee, thy power, and come among 
us, and with great might succor us; that whereas, through 
our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered in 
running the race that is set before us, thy bountiful grace 
and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through the 
satisfaction of thy son our Lord, to whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghost be honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

  

PLAINSONG: O EMMANUEL                                           Sit 
 

O Emmanuel, our King and lawgiver, the desire of the 
nations. 
 
 Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

 
SEVENTH LESSON:  SAINT JOHN III, vv. 1—8            Martin Greller 
 

Birth into the Kingdom of God. 
 

ANTHEM:                        Remain Seated 
 

Magnificat                   Larry W. Hazlett; text: St. Luke 1:46-55 
Terri Rittenburg, soprano 

 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, 
 and hath exalted the humble and  meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, forever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

EIGHTH LESSON:  PHILIPPIANS IV, vv. 1, 4—8, 19—20                              Edward Hiller 

Joyful expectation of Christ’s coming. 
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CAROL:                        Remain Seated 
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257)        French processional, 15th c.  

       text: composite translation, Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, (1710) 
      

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 Until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 
  

Refrain:  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
  in strength and beauty come and stay; 
  Teach us your will and guide our way.  Refrain 
 

3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
  in ancient times you gave the law 
  in cloud and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 

4 O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home 
  Make safe the way that leads on high, 
  And close the path to misery.  Refrain 

 
 

The ADVENT of CHRIST 
SENTENCE   Stand   
 

Pastor:  Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and the King of Glory shall come in. 
 
People: The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
   Whom then shall I fear? 
 

COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
Almighty God, who hast given us thy only 
begotten Son to take our nature upon him, 
and as at this time to be born of a pure 
Virgin: Grant that we being regenerate, and 
made thy children by adoption and grace, 
may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit; 
through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee, and the same 
Spirit, ever one God, world without end.  
Amen. 
 



 

Page 13 

 

CAROL:                      Remain Standing  
 
On Christmas Night (ELW 274)  English traditional, Sussex Carol; text: Luke Wadding, (d. 1686)- 

      
1 On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring. 
 On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring: 
 News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our blessed savior’s birth. 
 

2 Then why should we on earth be so sad, since our redeemer made us glad? 
 Then why should we on earth be so sad, since our redeemer made us glad? 
 When from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty? 
 
3 When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place. 
 When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place. 
 Angels rejoice with us and sing, all for to see the newborn king. 
 

4 All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night. 
 All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night: 
 “Glory to God in highest heav’n; peace on earth, good will to men.” 
 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:              Remain Standing 
 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)              Swedish folk tune 

text: Laurentius Laurenti, (1660-1722),  trans. Sarah B. Findlater(1823-1907)- 

 
 1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 
  the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
  the bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 
  Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 
 
 2 The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 
  go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 
  The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand.  
  Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 
 

 3 The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore 
  Shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 
  Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 
  in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 
 
 4 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;  
  arise O Sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. 
  With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
  The day of earth’s redemption that sets your people free! 
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BENEDICTION               Kristen Johnston, Intern Pastor, 1995 
 

Now may the Almighty God pour out upon us the spirit of grace and truth; that, as we go 
out into the dark world we might be delivered from cold and indifferent hearts, to 
worship the Lord with a steady mind and burning zeal in love and hope.  In the name of 
the King who is coming, Emmanuel, God-with-us. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE:                 Danial Groathouse, organ 
 
 

 
 
 

 As we enter, eager and expectant, into this solemn season of Advent, looking 
forward to the birth of the Christ child, let us renew in ourselves that vision of God's 
perfect kingdom which is the end of all our strivings and the consummation of God's 
loving purposes for us.  
 
 In sorrow and penitence we confess our failures and shortcomings, and seek 
pardon for those sins which frustrate his redemptive purposes and hinder the advent 
of his reign of love.  
 
 So in prayer, praise and song do we give voice to the hope set forth in the 
Scriptures, that his kingdom shall come; and, as we prepare for that day to dawn upon 
us from on high, so we commend ourselves and the whole human family to his keeping.  
 
 May he guide us into the way of peace, give light to those who sit in darkness and 
the shadow of death, and kindle in us the fire of his love.  
 
Amen, come Lord Jesus. 
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Christmas at Trinity: 
 
 

Join us here on Saturday, December 24th,  
for two Christmas Eve services. 

At 5 pm a family service of Lessons and Carols 
At 9 pm a Candlelight celebration of Holy Eucharist. 

And on Christmas Morning at 9 am for worship. 
 

We welcome your presence in our community of faith! 
 
 

Christmas in Laramie: 
 

On Friday, December 16th, at 7 pm, join church 
choirs from around Laramie for a community 

festival of Christmas music at St Matthew’s  
Cathedral, details forthcoming.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity wishes to thank all of those that participated in 
this Special Advent First Service! 

 

Musicians:   Danial Groathouse, Larry Hazlett, Carolyn Hazlett, Terri Rittenburg 
 
Readers:   Eric Nye, Caroline Bredehoft, Rebecca Lyford, Mark Lyford,  
   Trey Sherwood,  Carol Frost, Klaus Hanson, Martin Greller, Ed Hiller 

 
 

Our thanks also goes to the Master & Fellows of Saint John’s College, Cambridge, for 
the outline of this service, adapted for Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1995, 

and held annually at the beginning of Advent for twenty of the last twenty-one years. 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com  telc@qwestoffice.net 

Stewards:  Mark Lyford & Charles Nye 

Altar Guild:  Mike Nutter  

Coffee Fellowship:  Denise & Martin Greller 

NEXT WEEK—December 4, 2016 

Preacher:   Rev. Marilyn Engstrom  

Lector:  9:00AM    Diane Fiedler 

Acolyte:    9:00AM Silja Alexander 

Ushers:    9:00AM The Jablin Family 

Greeters:  9:00AM The Zenor  Family 

Nursery:   9:00AM Madie Jablin 


