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Sunday, December 4, 2016                              

Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 3 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is 
available in the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us 
to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

Second Sunday of Advent: 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new 
beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the light of Christ’s coming. For Christians he is 
the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We 
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or 
destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in 
Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
The assembly stands. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” (ELW 256)  
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Born a Stranger”  

  (By Crawford R. Thoburn with text by Christina Rossetti  ) 

Before the paling of the stars, 
Before the winter morn, 
Before the earliest cock crow, 
Jesus Christ was born: 
Born in a stable, 
Cradled in a manger, 
In the world his hands had made 
Born a stranger. 
Priest and king lay fast asleep 
In Jerusalem; 
Young and old lay fast asleep 
In crowded Bethlehem; 
Saint and angel, ox and ass, 
Kept a watch together 
Before the Christmas daybreak 
In the winter weather. 
Jesus on his mother's breast 
In the stable cold, 
Spotless lamb of God was he, 
Shepherd of the fold: 
Let us kneel with Mary maid, 
With Joseph bent and hoary, 
With saint and angel, ox and ass, 
To hail the King of Glory. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10  
In today’s reading the prophet describes the ideal ruler who will come in the future as a green shoot 
springing from a dead stump (David’s royal line) of Jesse (David’s father). Gifted by the Spirit, this 
messiah will seek justice for the poor, and the reign of this monarch will be experienced as paradise 

regained. 

 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
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        1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
The psalm for the day is sung. 
 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor.  



 07 

 

 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, Lord God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen.  

 
SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13  
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has 

welcomed them into God’s family. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12  

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways 

and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 
and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 
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SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” (ELW 249)  
 

 

NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church throughout the 
world, praying for all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for all inspired and led by the Holy Spirit, and for all 
who proclaim the wondrous deeds of God; that all divisions and disagreements cease,  
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the earth and its creatures, for animals of every size, for plants that provide shade and 
nourishment; that we see God’s goodness revealed in every living thing, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations and those in authority, for police officers and firefighters, for social workers 
and attorneys; that God grant them wisdom to work for peace and justice, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the poor, the meek, the unwelcomed, those suffering from malaria and HIV/AIDS, the 
sick and the bereaved, especially for Pastor Rachel Larson; Ed Hiller; Rylie Heggie; Shirley 
Heggie; Linda Anderson; Lindsey Meyer; Eleanore Barrett; and the family of Norma Deibert, 
that they experience Christ embodied in healthcare workers and caregivers, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those traveling and those absent from this gathering, for those serving in the military, for 
those preparing for baptism, and for our congregation; that in all we do we praise and glorify 
God, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who have died in Christ; that they show us the way of 
hope through the incarnate Word, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known only to 
you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
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OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 182)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 

Savior of the nations, come. 
Make your home here in us. 
Feed us with your love, 
that our faith shine ever new 
and our lives reveal your light. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. 
Share in the feast of salvation. 
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COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  
“Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” (ELW 272)  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the 
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen.  
 

PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “Prepare the Royal Highway” (ELW 264)  
The assembly stands. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

Trinity This Week 
Sunday, Dec. 4 9:00AM Worship Service 

 10:15AM Coffee Fellowship & Sunday School 

 11:30AM Worship & Music Committee Meeting 

 4:00PM Girl Scouts Meeting 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 6 7:00PM Campus Ministry Meeting 

  

Wednesday, Dec. 7 10:00AM  Women’s Bible Study 

 6:00PM  WEE! Dinner 

 6:30PM  WEE! Education 

 7:00PM  Confirmation Class 

 7:00PM Trinity Choir Rehearsal 

  

BIRTHDAYS! Mary Baldwin (12/01), George Engen (12/02), Daniel Travsky (12/03), Owen Cossairt 
(12/06), Diane Fiedler (12/07), Mark Stayton (12/07), Kelly Kidwell (12/08), Roger Rottman (12/09), 
and Den’ja Pommarane (12/10). 
 

PLEASE REACH OUT TO OUR SHUT-INS Our shut-in members would love to hear from you, so please 

feel free to send them a letter or stop in for a visit.  They are: Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, 

Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, and Daniel Travsky. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM TRINITY 

LUTHERAN! 

We invite you to join us this holiday season as we celebrate the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Sunday, December 11th, 9:00AM 

Children’s Christmas Program 
 

 

Saturday, December 24th, 9:00PM 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 
 

 

Youth Group Starting 

Becky Dill and Laura Buckner are starting a Youth Group here at Trinity.  If you are interested in 

participating or helping out, please let Becky or Laura know.   

 

Huge Thanks to Rev. Engstrom! 

Trinity gives thanks to Rev. Marilyn Engstrom for being our Supply Pastor today! 

 

Family Promise Volunteer Meeting 

For all of those interested in volunteering for Family Promise of Albany County, you are   

cordially invited to the Family Promise Core Meeting. 
 

December 8th, 2016 @ 6:30pm at Laramie Fire Station #3 

120 S. Johnson Street, Laramie, WY 
 

Special Guests will be Zack & Lasandra , recent graduates from Family Promise of         

Cheyenne, who will share their experiences with Family Promise and answer questions    

concerning how Family Promise helped them get back on their feet. 
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THIS WEEK—December 4, 2016 

Preacher:   Rev. Marilyn Engstrom 

Lector:  9:00AM    Diane Fiedler 
  

Acolyte:    9:00AM Silja Alexander 
  

Ushers:     9:00AM The Jablin  
  Family 
  

Greeters:  9:00AM The Zenor  
  Family 
  

Nursery:   9:00AM Madie Jablin 
  

NEXT WEEK—December 11, 2016 

Preacher:   Ms. Andrea Toven/Children’s Program 

Lector:  9:00AM    Thom Edgar 
  

Acolyte:    9:00AM Kent Henry 
  

Ushers:     9:00AM The Conyers  
  Family 
  

Greeters:  9:00AM Iris Brunett  
  Barb Rouse 
  

Nursery:   9:00AM Derk Lyford 
  

Stewards:  Judy Moline & Diahann Jablin 

Altar Guild:  Debbe & Lindsay Conyers  

Coffee Fellowship:  Ed & Lois Hiller 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com  telc@qwestoffice.net 


