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Sunday, January 1, 2016                              

Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 3 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

 We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is 
available in the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us 
to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

 Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

 Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

 Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

Holy Name of Jesus: 
From the beginning, by virtue of our baptism, we are called Christian. We were “Christ-ened” at the 
font. Bearing his name, we share the same Father and are invited to address him intimately: Abba! 
Jesus bears our sins in humble obedience to the will of the Father. Today we pray that the mind of 
Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a good way to begin, again, another year. 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
The assembly stands. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: “Cold December Flies Away” (ELW 299)  
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our 
salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27  
God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the Aaronic benediction, in blessing the people of 
Israel. We too are marked with God’s name and God’s blessing as we are sent from our assemblies into 

the world. 

 
 

A reading from Numbers. 
22The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
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 24The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 25the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
  27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 8  
The psalm for the day is sung. 
 

 1O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and 
children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 7all | flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 9O | Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  

 
SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7  
Paul proclaims the ultimate significance of the nativity: Jesus was born the Son of God so that, because 

of him, we all may be God’s children. 
 

A reading from Galatians. 
 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-21  

Eight days after his birth, Jesus is circumcised according to Jewish law and given the name announced 

by the angel before his conception. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
  21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them. 
 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!” (ELW 634)  

 

NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing in the good news of Christ’s birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Blessed Jesus, your name is proclaimed through preaching, sacraments, music, art, and all 
forms of creativity. Bring together congregations and leaders from various traditions to make 
you known. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Blessed Jesus, you reveal yourself through creation, here on earth and throughout the cosmos. 
Protect endangered species, bring favorable weather, and guide us to be good stewards of all 
that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Blessed Jesus, you show nations and leaders the way of the humble servant. Guide all in 
authority to use power for the benefit of all people throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Blessed Jesus, you attend to the needs of your brothers and sisters. Hear the cry of those who 
call upon your name, especially for Pastor Rachel Larson; Dan Groathouse; Shirley Heggie; 
Linda Anderson; Eleanore Barrett; and the family of Norma Deibert; and send caregivers to 
provide help to all in need. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Blessed Jesus, you shower us with your grace. Accompany students returning to school, 
workers who rest from a busy holiday season, and your people gathered here for worship. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Blessed Jesus, you emptied yourself to take on our likeness and form so we are blessed to 
become children of God. Inspire us by the witness of the faithful departed to confess your 
name above all names. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took on our nature 
and form to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: “As the Grains of Wheat” (ELW 465)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. 
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let every heart receive your Savior. 
 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  
“What Feast of Love” (ELW 487)  
“Let Us Break Bread Together” (ELW 471)  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the prayer. 

Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on 
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your 
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Now, Lord” (ELW 201)  
 

BLESSING 
May Christ, who by his incarnation 
has filled us with grace and truth, 
give you peace this Christmas and always. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

PARISH SHARING TIME 
Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world.  
 

SENDING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” (ELW 551)  
The assembly stands. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Trinity This Week 
Sunday, Jan. 1 9:00AM  Worship Service 

 10:15AM Coffee Fellowship & Sunday School 
 

 

Tuesday, Jan. 3 Church Office Opens—Secretary James back from Vacation  

  

Wednesday, Jan. 4 7:00PM  Confirmation Class 

 7:00PM  Trinity Choir Rehearsal 

  

BIRTHDAYS! Barbara Rhodine (01/01), Tommy Nachtigal (01/03), Mary Johnson (01/04), Phyllis 
Ricklefs (01/04), Chris Blackmon (01/05), Anna reinemer (01/05), and Laura Brande (01/06). 
 
 

PLEASE REACH OUT TO OUR SHUT-INS Our shut-in members would love to hear from you, so please 

feel free to send them a letter or stop in for a visit.  They are: Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, 

Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, and Daniel Travsky. 
 

OUR SECRETARY IS ON VACATION  Secretary James would like everyone to know that he will be on 
vacation this holiday season.  He left for Ohio to join his family for Christmas on December 19th and 
will be returning to the office on January 3rd.  Also, the January Newsletter will be released on 
January 5th due to James' vacation. 
 
YOUTH GROUP STARTING  Becky Dill and Laura Buckner are starting a Youth Group here at 

Trinity.  If you are interested in participating or helping out, please let Becky or Laura know.  
 

WEE! COMES TO A CLOSE WEE! Wednesday nights’ season ended on December 14th.  The program 

was a great success and huge thanks goes out to Judy Moline, Becky Dill, and everyone who helped 

and attended.  Once a pastor has been chosen for Trinity, WEE! may make a come back, so be on 

the look out in the near future! 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES AVAILABLE  2017 Offering envelopes are now available on the table in the 

North Lobby of the Church!  If you did not use envelopes in 2016 or you gave online, envelopes were 

not provided to you; however, if you need some, just let Parish Secretary James know and he will 

get you some right away!  We thank all of you for your kindness, generosity, and for being a member 

in the Trinity family!  
 

2017 ANNUAL MEETING  The Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, January 29th, 2017, 

right after 9:00am worship service.  Breakfast will be provided, and we have a lot of great things to 

cover, like Constitutional Revisions, the 2017 Budget, and determining what Trinity’s core values 

are!  We can’t do this without you, so please plan on joining us if at all possible! 
 

 

 Texts for Next Week: 

              First Reading—Isaiah 42:1-9 

        Psalm—Psalm  29 

Second Reading—Acts 10:34-43  

           Gospel Reading—Matthew 3:13-17 
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Gospel Message 

 

Many people are returning to work, chores, and family responsibilities this week. The bright 
lights of Christmas are fading, giving way to the return of ordinary daily life. This is a good 
time for us to remember that the reality that Christmas celebrates—God coming to us in the 
life of Jesus—is not meant only for special occasions and late-December celebrations. In fact, 
ordinary life is where it matters most. 

Today the church celebrates the moment in Jesus’ infancy when his family circumcised him 
and named him “Jesus” according to the instruction of the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:31). 
Historians tell us that “Jesus” was a fairly common name, as were “Mary” and “Joseph.” The 
circumstances of Jesus’ birth were humble and anonymous, witnessed by livestock and 
shepherds. Casual outside observers would have seen nothing special at all in the birth of the 
Son of God. 

In today’s gospel, we learn that God chooses to enter the ordinary. The same is true about our 
lives. The daily grind of our work and family life may not always seem stimulating or 
significant to us. At times, it may even appear that no one notices what we do, or that our small 
contribution does not matter in the great scheme of things. Magazines and news outlets glorify 
fame and notoriety, suggesting that only those things and people that get airtime really matter. 
But in God’s eyes, our ordinariness is not at all problematic. Quite the contrary, it makes us 
perfect candidates for God’s most significant mission, to “go in peace” and serve others in 
Christ’s name. This is not always glorious work. It may not ever be recognized. But our words 
of love, our caring actions, our little ways of doing justice or sharing joy—these are the very 
deeds of God, performed by our hands. Through our ordinary lives, Jesus is being birthed 
again. We are practicing Christmas. 

 

 

Commemorations for the Week 
Name of Jesus 

Sunday, January 01, 2017 

By Jewish law, every baby boy was circumcised and named on the eighth day of life, so on the 
eighth day of Christmas the church celebrates this event in Jesus' life. The keeping of the 

covenant as well as Jesus' name are signs of God's salvation given to us through him. 

Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, Renewer of the church, Died 1872 

Monday, January 02, 2017 

A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to enliven the church with the 
eucharist at its center, from which would flow evangelism and social ministry. He sent pastors 

to North America, Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and the Ukraine. 
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Pastor ........... …………………………………..…….Rachel Larson     

Parish Secretary ......... ………………….…….James Greening    

Congregation President………………………….Stephen Boss 
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Choir Director……………………………...………….Larry Hazlett 
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Treasurer…………………………...……………….Susan Manown 
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THIS WEEK—January 1, 2017 

Preacher:   Ms. Andrea Toven 

Lector:  9:00AM    Debbe Conyers 
  

Acolyte:    9:00AM Lauren Frick 
  

Ushers:     9:00AM Jennie Lawrence  
  Mark Rehwaldt 
  

Greeters:  9:00AM Tracy Bennett 
  Betty Carstens 
  

Nursery:   9:00AM MaryGrace Buckner 
  

NEXT WEEK—January 8, 2017 

Preacher:   Ms. Andrea Toven 

Lector:  9:00AM    TBD 
  

Acolyte:    9:00AM TBD 
  

Ushers:     9:00AM TBD 
   
  

Greeters:  9:00AM TBD 
   
  

Nursery:   9:00AM TBD 
  

Stewards:  Stephen Boss & Mark Stayton 

Altar Guild:  Margot Birkholz  

Coffee Fellowship:  OPEN 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com  telc@qwestoffice.net 


