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Sunday, April 9, 2017                              

Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 4 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

• We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is 
available. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread 
and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

• Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

• Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

• Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

Palm Passion Sunday: 
Today’s liturgy begins with a palm procession, commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
Quickly the tone of the service changes as we meditate upon Jesus’ passion and death. Because this 
story is so central to our faith, we hear Matthew’s account of the passion today and John’s version on 
Good Friday. Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on the cross, he is exalted by God. We gather 
to remember his offering for the life of the world, and to be fed by his life-giving mercy. This holy week 
will culminate in the celebration of the Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection.  

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 
 

 

ACCLAMATION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 
The presiding minister reads the processional gospel from the baptismal font.. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 



  

 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The 
crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

BLESSING OF PALMS 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
We praise you, O God, 
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph 
and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, 
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 



 

 

ACCLAMATION 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (ELW 344) 
The worship leaders and choir process as the hymn is sung. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate 
on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 
 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share 
in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “O Lamb of God”  

 (By Richard Shephard) 

O Lamb of God who gave thyself for me; 
Now in my heart I give myself to thee. 
 
Forgive us Lord, and grant with prayer and praise, 
That we may come to love you all our days. 
Teach us to know and keep your ways, O Lord; 
That we would hold thy wondrous Name adored. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a  
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he 
has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early 

church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 



  

 

 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16  
The psalm for the day is spoken responsively. 
 

 9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I | am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a | broken pot.  
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O Lord. 
  I have said, “You | are my God. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
 
 
 

 



 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11  

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross 
and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we 

rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 
 

A reading from Philippians. 

 
 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

RESPONSIVE HYMN: “Prepare the Royal Highway” (ELW 264)  
 
 

SERMON  
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (ELW 351)  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 



  

 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and all who 
are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Redeeming God, your church proclaims your gospel of truth and courage. Gather your 
children together to share in the promise of Christ. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Hosanna, Son of David. Lead your children to care for your good creation and all its 
inhabitants: lands, waters, plants, and all living creatures. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Soften the hearts of political leaders who ignore or deny suffering, struggle, and injustice. Lift 
up leaders who seek your will for the sake of their people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Bring companionship to those who feel abandoned, comfort to those in pain, hope to those in 
despair, and healing to all in need. We pray especially for Denise Cayton; Eleanore Barrett; 
Ruth Castor; the family of Kathy Vialpando; and the family of Peggy “Rosa” Tarbell.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Walk with this community as we remember your life-giving passion and death. Send us forth 
burning with desire to share your word with a hurting world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



 

 

We remember those who were imprisoned or martyred for their faith and give thanks for their 
bold confession and witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast 
love; through Christ our Lord. Genuine  
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made by the Pastor and thanks given for what our offerings 
provide towards the church’s mission.  
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (ELW 188) 
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, 
receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving 
and the offering of our lives, 
that following in the way of the cross, 
we may know the joy of the resurrection; 
through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



  

 

PREFACE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Return to God with all your heart. 
Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC:  
“I Am the Bread of Life” (ELW 485) 

“Ah, Holy Jesus” (ELW 349)  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PASSION INTRODUCTION 
 

Oftentimes, to grasp the fullness of something significant, we have to look at both sides. So to 
approach the meaning of Christ, we have to say two things: Jesus and Christ; human and 
divine; dead and alive; bread and body. This Sunday celebrates these two sides: we begin by 
praising Christ with "Hosanna," and we go on to shout "Crucify him!" It is here where we stop 
in our journey of yelling Hosanna in the highest.  And it is here where we turn away from 
Christ and leave Him abandoned to suffer death.  Now we turn to the reading of the Passion. 

 
 
 

 



  

 

PASSION READING: Mark 15:1-15 

A reading from Mark. 1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" He answered him, 
"You say so." 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, 
"Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you." 5But Jesus made no 
further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 
7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during 
the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his 
custom. 9Then he answered them, "Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 
10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But 
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate 
spoke to them again, "Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the 
Jews?" 13They shouted back, "Crucify him!" 14Pilate asked them, "Why, what evil has he 
done?" But they shouted all the more, "Crucify him!" 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, 
released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please depart in reflective silence regarding the coming crucifixion this Holy Week,  

and join us for Maundy Thursday Service at 7pm. 
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TODAY—April 9, 2017 

Preacher:   Pastor Nathan Keith 

Lector:  9:00AM    Maia Anderson 
  

Acolyte:    9:00AM Kent Henry 
  

Ushers:     9:00AM Bobbie & Al  
  Schimek 
  

Greeters:  9:00AM Iris Brunett 
  Mike Nutter 
  

Nursery:   9:00AM MaryGrace Buckner 
  

NEXT WEEK—April 16, 2017 

Preacher:   Pastor Nathan Keith 

Lector:  9:00AM    Judi Weatherwax 
 10:30AM Terri Rittenburg 
 

Acolyte:    9:00AM Carl Buckner 
 10:30AM Rebecca Lyford 
 

Ushers:     9:00AM The Anderson Family 
 10:30AM Debbe & Lindsay Conyers  
 

Greeters:  9:00AM Janet Talbott &  
  Judi Weaterwax 
 10:30AM The Zenor Family 
 

Nursery:   9:00AM Kelcey Anderson 
 10:30AM MacKenzie Muhsman 

Stewards:  Judy Moline & OPEN 

Altar Guild:  Judi Weatherwax  

Coffee Fellowship:  Janet Talbott 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com  telc@qwestoffice.net 


