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PRELUDE 

All gather in silence.  
 

 

 

GATHERING 
I invite you tonight to open your hearts and life, and allow the story that has changed history 

to transform you and enlighten you.   
Allow God’s story to be heard in all the corners of your lives and may the cross, the cross that 

held a savior bring you to a place of new life. 
 

 
 
 
 



GATHERING HYMN: “Ah, Holy Jesus” (Verses 1 & 2) 
 
  Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended  
  That we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 
  By foes derided, by thine own rejected, 
  O most afflicted. 
 

  Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
  Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 
  ‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; 
  I crucified thee. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
On this night, we come like Jesus stripped of pride, stripped of hope. 
We come tonight knowing that death has triumphed over us.  
As we journey together this evening,  
we will slowly extinguish the candles that are before us.  
We will slowly extinguish the hope that is before us.   
And with each candle, we will come closer to the moment that Jesus died. 
It is on this night, when on the cross we see our Savior hanging. 
The cross has become a symbol of who we are, 
And tonight we stand in the shadows, we stand in the darkness. 
Amen. 

 
The candles are lighted. 
 

HYMN: “My Song is Love Unknown” 

  My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me,  
  love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be.  
  Oh, who am I that for my sake  
  My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
  My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 

  Sometimes we strew his way and his sweet praises sing;  
  resounding all the day hosannas to our king.  
  Then “Crucify!” is all our breath,  
  And for his death we thirst and cry, 
  And for his death we thirst and cry. 
  

  Here might I stay and sing-no story so divine!  
  Never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine.  
  This is my friend, in whose sweet praise  
  I all my days could gladly spend, 
  I all my days could gladly spend! 
 



Jesus Is Condemned to Death 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

“. . . And all of them condemned him as deserving death . . .”   

Mark 14:64 

The Lesson: Mark 14:32-64 
 

The Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray . . . 

C: Lord, we beg you to forgive us for the careless judgments we  

     have so often made in the courtrooms of our minds. Help us to  

     understand that while we are entitled to our opinions, the world  

     is not always anxious for us to express them. The words of  

     scripture, “But Jesus remained silent”, and  “Judge not that you  

     not be judged,” ring now in our ears. Following your example,  

     help us never again to betray innocent blood by our judgment of  

     others. And hear us as we confess to you our sins . . . 

 

(A period of brief silence) 

Meditative Song: “Holy Darkness”  

Refrain:  Holy darkness, blessed night, heaven’s answer hidden from our sight. 

  As we await you, O God of silence, we embrace your holy night. 

  

Verses:  I have tried you in fires of affliction; I have taught your soul to grieve.   

  In the barren soil of your loneliness there I will plant my seed. (Refrain) 
 

  I have taught you the price of compassion; you have stood before the grave.  

  Though my love can seem like a raging storm, this is the love that saves. (Refrain) 
 

  In your deepest hour of darkness I will give you wealth untold.  

  When the silence stills your spirit, will my riches fill your soul. (Refrain) 

 

The Candle is Extinguished  

The Journey Continues 

 



Jesus Goes Before Pilate and Herod 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

“. . . Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt  

and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him  

back to Pilate. That same day Herod and Pilate became friends  

with each other; before this they had been enemies . . .”   

Luke 23:11-12 

The Lesson: Luke 22:66-23:1-25 
 

The Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray . . . 

C: God of truth and salvation, in the darkness of this world’s  

     uncertainty your holy people search for hope. That hope is  

     revealed in the person of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

     We are certain that you, O God, are true and cannot lie. Enable  

     us to be steadfast in faith, as your Son has been steadfast to us.  

     And like him, empower us to pick up our crosses and begin to  

     follow in faith where he has first led the way. We ask only that  

     you go with us, and that you forgive us for adding weight to the  

     crosses of others, and your own cross, by our willful and  

     thoughtless behavior in our homes, in our work, and at our play.  

     Amen. 
 

Meditative Song: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

  O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,  

  Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown;  

  O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine!  

  Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 

  How pale thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 

  How does thy face now languish, which once was bright as morn! 

  Thy grief and bitter passion were all for sinners’ gain. 

  Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 
 

The Candle is Extinguished 

The Journey Continues 



Simon of Cyrene Helps Carry the Cross 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

“And as they went our, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; and they compelled this man 

to carry his cross . . .”   

Matthew 27:32 

The Lesson: Matthew 27: 27-32 
 

The Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray . . . 

C: Lord Jesus, each of us is thrown into unexpected situations in  

     life; and knowing what to do, how to do it, how to react, and  

     when to become involved is sometimes difficult. We pray now  

     for your guidance through the Holy Spirit, and further, the cour- 

     age to do your will. And then, Lord, when we do respond in daily  

     life, let us never look back with doubt, but always ahead to you.  

     In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

Meditative Song: “Beneath the Cross”                         

Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; 

The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land, 

A home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat and burdens of the day. 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see 

The very dying form of one who suffered there for me. 

And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess: 

The wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness. 
 

I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place; 

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face; 

Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss, 

My sinful self my only shame, my glory all, the cross. 

 
 

The Candle is Extinguished 

The Journey Continues 



Peter Denies Jesus 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

“. . . And he broke down and wept . . .”  Mark 14:72 

The Lesson: Mark 14:66—15:1 
 

The Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray . . . 

C: God our comforter, you are a refuge and a strength for us, a helper close at hand in time of 

distress.  Forgive us for leaving you stranded.  Forgive us for our lack of faith.  Forgive us for 

being silent when your words of grace were locked behind our tongues.  We have often 

followed Peter and denied you. Enable us, to hear your words of faith; that our fear is expelled, 

our loneliness eased, our anxiety calmed, and our hope reawakened.  Send your Spirit upon us 

once more to grant us courage to proclaim you as Lord of all.  Amen. 
 

Meditative Song:              “How Small a Span” 

How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth till death; A single beat within the 

heart, the catching of a breath, 

A drop within the ocean’s deep, a grain upon the shore,  

A flash of light before we sleep to see the sun no more. 
 

And yet our speck of life is spanned by your infinity; 

Our tick of time on earth is caught in your eternity. 

While suns and stars spin endlessly through depths of cosmic space, while aeons roll and 

ages pass, you hold us in your grace. 
 

O Christ, you left eternity to plunge in time’s swift stream,  

To share the shortness of our span, our mortal lives redeem. 

You filled your cross-closed years with love;  

you loved us to the end 

And touch us with your risen life that ours may time transcend. 
 

We thank you, God, for kindling faith that lights our transient years, illumining our 

pilgrimage through mists of doubt and fears; 

For hope that sees a life beyond the swiftly passing days; 

For love, both human and divine, that lifts our hearts to praise. 
 

The Candle is Extinguished  

The Journey Continues 



Jesus Is Stripped of his Clothing 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

“. . . And they divided his clothes  

among themselves by casting lots . . .”   

Matthew 27:35 

The Lesson: Matthew 27:35-44 
 

The Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray . . . 

C: Gentle Jesus, you have brought us face to face with the  

     mystery of life’s suffering. With sensitivity, you show your    

     love for all who suffer. Humbly, you ask us not to question,  

     “Why?” It is not for us to rob this mystery of its secret.   

     Forgive our lack of understanding and stand with us  

     no matter what it is we face. Amen. 

 

Meditative Song:      “Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless” 

  Lamb of God, pure and sinless, once on the cross an off’ring, 

  Patient, lowly, guiltless, forsaken in your suff’ring: 

  From sin’s grasp you have torn us, from gloom to hope have borne us. 
 

  1. ...Grant us your mercy, O Jesus. 

  2. ...Grant us your mercy, O Jesus. 

  3. ...Your peace be with us, O Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The Candle is Extinguished  

The Journey Continues 



Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

“. . . It was the third hour when they crucified him . . .”   

Mark 15:25 

The Lesson: Mark 15: 25-41 
 

The Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray . . . 

C: Lord, in this final moment we pledge our fidelity—our  

     faithfulness—to you. To tell you that we believe is easy.  

     To prove our belief is hard. As you leave us, we thank you  

     for commending us to the care of each other. Our mutual  

     love will prove our love for you; so help us to love you and  

     each other more through your grace. Amen. 

 

Meditative Song: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss  

and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,  

sorrow and love flow mingled down.  

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

that were a present far too small;  

love so amazing, so divine,  

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

The Candle is Extinguished  

The Journey Continues 



Jesus Is Laid within the Tomb 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

“. . . So Joseph rolled a stone against the door of the tomb and went away . . .”   

Mark 15:46 

The Lesson: Mark 15: 42-47 
 

The Prayer 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray . . . 

C: Lord, we have come to the moment when time meets eternity.   

     Past, present, and future blend together. The past records  

     memories of your passion and death. The present gives  

     opportunities for loving and serving you. The future promises  

     a fuller life for having walked with you along the way of the  

     cross. Now, Lord, we actively await the fulfillment of your  

     promise with undying hope; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

The Candle is Extinguished  

Hymn                              “Were You There” 

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

  Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

  Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? . . . . 
 

  Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? . . . . 
 

  Were you there when the sun refused to shine? . . . . 
 

  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? . . . . 
 

P: As the candles are extinguished, our voices are silenced with all creation.  The world is full of grief 
and despair at the death of God. 

 

Excerpts from “Messiah” by George F. Handel                                                      Larry Hazlett, Soloist 

Remain as long as you desire. Please leave in silence. 

**Your offerings are received at the doors of the nave.** 



 
 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church  

The Music & Worship Committee is looking for flower bouquet donations to be provided on  

Saturday for the "Living Cross" displayed on Easter Sunday Morning.  Lindsay Conyers will 

be available from 10am to 12pm this Saturday to accept the donations as she builds this beautiful 

display of love and life on the cross!  
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TODAY—April 14, 2017 

Preacher:   Pastor Nathan Keith 

 

All servers for today’s worship service are 

voluntary by the members themselves. 

If you would like to help, please let the Pastor 

know. 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com  telcofficemanager@gmail.com 


