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Sunday, May 7, 2017                              

Service of Word & Prayer—Setting 4  

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

• Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

• Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

• Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter: 
Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in 
today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and 
guides us beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us in the midst 
of the world’s violence and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender 
care to all creation. 
 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ 
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  

“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” (ELW 363)  

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the 
valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to 
the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47  

Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 
Pentecost, when the Spirit was outpoured on God’s people. This new community is founded on the 

teachings of the apostles and sustained in the breaking of the bread. 

A reading from Acts. 
 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, 
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 37:1-10  

The psalm for the day is sung. 
1Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
 do not be jealous  
 of those | who do wrong.  
2For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
 and like the green grass | fade away.  
3Put your trust in the Lord | and do good; 
 dwell in the land  
 and | find safe pasture.  
4Take delight | in the Lord, 
 who shall give you  
 your | heart's desire.  
5Commit your way to the Lord;  
 put your trust | in the Lord, 
 and see what | God will do.  



  

 
6The Lord will make your vindication  
 as clear | as the light  
 and the justice of your case  
 like the | noonday sun.  
7Be still before the Lord  
 and wait | patiently. 
 Do not be provoked by the one who prospers,  
 the one who succeeds in | evil schemes.  
8Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
 do not be provoked;  
 it leads on- | ly to evil.  
9For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
 but those who hope in the Lord  
 shall pos- | sess the land.  
10In a little while the wicked shall | be no more; 
 even if you search out their place,  
 they will | not be there.  
 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25  
 

Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or 
even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, 

particularly in the midst of adversity. 

 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
 
 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you 
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you 
do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
 22“He committed no sin, 
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he 
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 
healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and 
guardian of your souls. 
 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10  

Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Good 

shepherds bring people to life through Jesus, but those who avoid Jesus are dangerous to the flock. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. 
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he 
was saying to them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who 
came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 
 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON  
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 



  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (ELW 807) 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing in the risen life of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Strengthen ministers of word, sacrament, and service who are called 
to shepherd your people. Renew your church and unite us through your Spirit. Send us out to 
serve our neighbors and to receive their care with gratitude. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For the earth. For pastures and prairies, rivers and streams, oceans and mountains. For those 
who care for livestock and pets. For all animals, wild and domestic, with whom we share this 
world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For the nations. Guide leaders into the path of peace. Uphold all who govern. Bring an end to 
injustice, warfare, and violence. Protect those who risk their lives to shield others from 
danger. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

For those in need. For those who lack safe housing and adequate food. For workers whose pay 
is insufficient to meet their daily needs. Comfort the grieving and heal the sick. We pray 
especially for Eleanore; Ruth; Ellie; Betty; Scott; David; Chris; Lila; and Dakota.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

For this assembly. For ushers, acolytes, and greeters. For those who clean and prepare this 
space for worship. Give wisdom to our councils, committees, and all who guide this 
congregation’s ministry. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith. In your goodness and mercy, 
bring us to the fulfillment of your promise to dwell in your house forever.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our prayers in the 
name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made and thanks given for what your offerings provide towards 
the church’s mission.  
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: “Create in Me a Clean Heart” (ELW 186)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: “What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” (ELW 774)  
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
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TODAY—May 7, 2017 

Preacher:   Ms. Andrea Toven 

Lector:  9:00AM    Laura Buckner 
 

Acolyte:    9:00AM Lauren Frick 
 

Ushers:     9:00AM The Anderson   
  Family 
 

Greeters:  9:00AM Barb Rouse  
  Mike Smith 
 

Nursery:   9:00AM Madie Jablin 
 

NEXT WEEK—May 14, 2017 

Preacher:   Pastor Nathan Keith 

Lector:  9:00AM    Thom Edgar 
 

Acolyte:    9:00AM Kent Henry 
 

Ushers:     9:00AM Mike Nutter 
  Shirley Heggie 
 

Greeters:  9:00AM The Zenor  
  Family 
 

Nursery:   9:00AM Mary Grace Buckner 
  

Stewards:  Janet Talbott & Mark Lyford 

Altar Guild:  Judy Moline  

Coffee Fellowship:  OPEN! 

Flowers:  OPEN! 

107 South 7th Street       Laramie, Wyoming 82070 

(307) 745-4222  www.telclaramie.com  telcofficemanager@gmail.com 


