
  

 

 

Sunday, July 16, 2017 

Sixth Sunday after pentecost 
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Sunday, July 16, 2017                              

Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 4 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

• We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is 
available. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread 
and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

• Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

• Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

• Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost: 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who scatters 
seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or 
dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the 

world. 

PRELUDE 
 

 

WELCOME 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: Gather Us In (ELW 532)  
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13   
 
 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the 

Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.  

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 65:9-13  
The psalm for the day is sung responsively. 

 9You visit the earth and water it abundantly;  
 you make it very plenteous; the river of God is | full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 



  

 

 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,  
 and the valleys cloak them- | selves with grain; 
  let them shout for | joy and sing.  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11  

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its slavery. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and 

values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.   

A reading from Romans. 
 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 
law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512) 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good 
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good 

news produces different results in those who hear. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 
4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
The assembly stands. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



  

 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.  

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we give thanks for your living word that goes out and does not return empty. 
Make your church a partner in accomplishing what you desire. Unite us in faith, witness, and 
mission. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

For land, creatures, and people suffering from drought, that gentle rain bring life and hope. 
For mountains, hills, and the trees of the field, that all creation clap for joy. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

For nations suffering the violence and hunger of war. For exiles and refugees. Lead them 
home in peace and bless them with your fullness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

For victims and perpetrators of race-based crime. For all who suffer sorrow, illness, or injury, 
especially Rachel, Eleanore, and our homebound members. Bring them justice, healing, and 
new life by the power of your Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

For this congregation and its leaders; through our shared work, let your word prosper among 
us and bring life to the community beyond our doors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for all who have died recently, for strangers and dear ones who have blessed 
our lives and sparked our hope. Give comfort and confidence to all who mourn, especially to 
the families of Martha Ensley and Ruth Castor. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



 

 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made by the pastor and thanks given for what our offerings 
provide towards the church’s mission.  
 

OFFERING: As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465) 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 

 
 
 



  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC:  

 Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471) 

 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether (ELW 470) 

 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461) 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW 547)  
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 



  

 

July 16, 2017 

LECTIONARY 15 

Undeterred Sower 

Near the edge of the Sea of Galilee rest the ruins of the little fishing village of Capernaum. 
Ancient olive presses and grinding stones linger among black stone footprints of villagers’ 
homes (including, many believe, Peter’s) and the remnants of Capernaum’s synagogue. Rising 
from the village is an unremarkable hillside. Jesus knew the place well. 

Today, if you can find your way through a rusted gate, a twisting, dusty, hard-worn path 
reveals itself on that hill beside the sea. Camouflaged by untamed thistles and shrubs, it 
meanders along stony ground accented with twenty-first-century litter. Birds perch beneath 
unsteady shade on scaly limbs of scrubby trees. Small patches of coppery-green grain fields 
wave in muggy breezes. 

It takes very little effort to imagine Jesus using the familiar landscape as inspiration to spin a 
parable. But this parable is not told to teach anyone then or now about the terrain. It is a story 
about the sower and about the seed he sows. 

So what do you make of a sower who throws costly seed around with such reckless abandon? 
Over rocks, onto scabby, crusted ground, into brambles and thorns the seeds fly. It seems the 
sower is a wasteful fool. Does that sower have so much seed that there are no limits to the 
scattering? Why do the pecking birds give him no hesitation? Has he, perhaps, seen plants 
bear fruit in surprising places where birds dropped what they had snatched? Might this sower 
be thinking of all the times he noticed life that, beyond all reason, cracked stone and rose from 
behind rock? Was he picturing beauty in thistles that bloomed brave flowers? 

The sower, risking the outcome, wasting seed, is up to something unpredictably grace-full 
among snatchers and takers, stubborn blockheads and encroaching bullies and brutes. God’s 
grace has an infinitely wide reach, accomplishing more than we can imagine. May you find 
great joy in that good news today. 

 

 

Readings for Next Sunday, July 23, 2017 

Isaiah 44:6-8 

Psalm 86:11-17 

Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

***Find the weekly lectionary readings  

 and more at www.textweek.com 



 

 

 

Sunday, July 16 9:00 am Worship Service 
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 

 
CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Danielle Kunkel (7/16), Janet Overman (7/16),  
Paysen Witte (7/17); Jon Dalby (7/19), Lacy Lankford (7/20), William Cossairt (7/21),  
Rozi Sorenson (7/22). 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Please keep the following members in your prayers this 
week:  Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen,  
Daniel Travsky, Dick Babcock, and JoAnn Merrill. If you know of someone that could use a 
visit from Pastor Nate, just let him know, or if there is someone you would like added to 
the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie Lawrence! 
 

WOMEN’S RETREAT:  There will be a Women’s Retreat on Saturday, July 29, from 9:30 
am until 3 pm at Janet Talbott’s ranch.  It will be a time for food, fun, and fellowship.  A 
good time is planned for all.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Gruver Room!  
 

FUNERAL MINISTRY:  From Pastor Nate … Many of you know that last week Trinity had 
two deaths.  As we were planning for the meals that follow the funeral service, it came to 
my attention that we do not have a group of volunteers to serve our grieving families.  We 
are hoping to create a list of at least 15 people who would be willing to serve our grieving 
families in their time of need.  We also need a few people to lead this group who can call 
the rest of the list to see their availability.   Responsibilities may include: Setting up tables 
and chairs, preparing coffee/tea/lemonade, preparing the serving table, preparing table 
settings, preparing a dessert table, taking out garbage, washing dishes, and cleaning ta-
bles.  I invite you to consider this important ministry and sign up on one of the clip boards 
provided at each door on the way out of the sanctuary.  Together let us care for the body 
that is gathered, for it says in 1 Corinthians 26, “If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it.”  
 

RUTH CASTOR MEMORIAL SERVICE:  A memorial service for Ruth Castor will be held at 
2 p.m. Thursday, July 27, 2017, at Trinity Lutheran Church with Pastor Nathan Keith offici-
ating.  
 

TRUMPET DEADLINE:  Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity Trumpet in writing 
by 9 am each Wednesday.  The Trumpet is emailed at noon on Wednesday.   



  

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  Many  
adventures were shared by over 20 VBS 
kids last week!  They have learned songs, 
read Bible stories, made crafts, and played 
games.  They even got to enjoy time with 
lambs and piglets, and they’ve visited the 
UW planetarium and geology museum.  
Thank you to the Sky Ranch staff, Becky 
Dill, Judy Moline, and all those who have 
helped out with VBS in any way! 

(Photos from Jennifer Zenor) 
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TODAY—July 16, 2017 

Lector:  Diane Fiedler 
 

Acolyte: Madie Jablin 
 

Ushers: Al & Bobbie Schimek 
 

Greeters: Iris Brunett 

  Sharon Leder 
 

Nursery:  Kate Jablin 
 

Stewards:   Margot Birkholz 

  Mark Lyford 
 

Altar Guild: Tary Stayton 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 
  Al & Bobbie Schimek 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

NEXT WEEK—July 23, 2017 

Lector:  Terri Rittenburg 
 

Acolyte: Aidan Lovato 
 

Ushers: Judi Weatherwax 

  Mike Nutter 
 

Greeters: The Zenor Family 
 

Nursery:  Madie Jablin 
 

Stewards:   Margot Birkholz 

  Mark Lyford 
 

Altar Guild: Tary Stayton 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 
  OPEN 
 

Flowers: OPEN 


