
  

 

Sunday, July 23, 2017 

Seventh Sunday after pentecost 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 



 

 

Sunday, July 23, 2017                              

Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 4 

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

• We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us.  White grape juice is 
available. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  If you would like us to bring the bread 
and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.   

• Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

• Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

• Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost: 
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests 
that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from 
bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of 

God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.  

PRELUDE 
 

 

WELCOME 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN: O Holy Spirit, Root of Life (ELW 399)  
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted 
in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated.  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8  
 
 

God claims the right to sole rule, because God announces things that actually do happen, while 
supposed divine opponents remain silent. God is Israel’s redeemer, that is, the best brother or sister 

they ever had.  

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

 6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17  
The psalm for the day is sung responsively. 

 11Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk | in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 
 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 
  and glorify your name for- | evermore.  
 13For great is your | love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 
  they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
 
 



  

 

 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
 16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 
 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame; 
  because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me.   

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25  

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as 
God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us 

and creation from bondage to death and decay.   

A reading from Romans. 
 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit 
of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
  18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, 
the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  
Jesus tells a parable about the co-existence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove 

all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
24Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and 
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 
come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 
uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who 
sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the 
children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as 
the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son 
of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 



  

 

SERMON  
The assembly is seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
The assembly stands. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.  

A brief silence. 

Enliven your church with love for your world, O God. Give undivided hearts to Christians 
from Africa and the Americas, Asia and Europe. Make us one in faithful witness to your will. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Renew the life of this earth, O God, even as it groans because of misuse and decay. Cultivate 
in us an eager longing for a healthy and life-giving earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Bridge the chasms that divide the nations, O God. Inspire a reconciling vision among the 
world’s leaders, and bring together people of differing commitments for the sake of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

Embrace those who suffer, O God. Give peace to all who are near death, hope to those who 
are depressed, shelter to the homeless, and healing to the sick, especially Eleanore, Rachel, 
and our homebound members. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Embolden our witness to your love, O God. Send us out into the world with courageous 
hearts, persistence, and holy wisdom. Inspire us to tend to and delight in our children’s faith. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Raise up your saints, O God. Inspire us by the lives of all reformers and renewers of your 
church. Receive our thanks for the saints among us who have recently died, especially for 
Martha Ensley and Ruth Castor. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made by the pastor and thanks given for what our offerings 
provide towards the church’s mission.  
 

OFFERING 
 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184) 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
After the table is set, the minister leads the prayer. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 



  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC  
Reflective music provided for Communion contemplation.  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and 
more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



  

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

SENDING HYMN: On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550)  
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for Next Sunday, July 30, 2017 

1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

***Find the weekly lectionary readings, and more at www.textweek.com 



 

 

 

Sunday, July 23 9:00 am Worship Service 
10:15 am Coffee Fellowship 

Thursday, July 27 2:00 pm Ruth Castor Memorial Service 

Saturday, July 29 9:30 am—3 pm Women’s Retreat 

 
CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Al Schimek (7/23); Lew Bagby (7/23); Jackie Bath 
(7/25); Devin Smithson (7/26). 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Please keep the following members in your prayers this 
week:  Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen,  
Daniel Travsky, Dick Babcock, and JoAnn Merrill. If you know of someone that could use a 
visit from Pastor Nate, just let him know, or if there is someone you would like added to 
the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie Lawrence! 
 

RUTH CASTOR MEMORIAL SERVICE:  A memorial service for Ruth Castor will be held  
at 2 p.m. Thursday, July 27, 2017, at Trinity Lutheran Church with Pastor Nathan Keith  
officiating.  
 

WOMEN’S RETREAT:  There will be a Women’s Retreat THIS SATURDAY, July 29, from 
9:30 am until 3 pm at Janet Talbott’s ranch.  It will be a time for food, fun, and fellow-
ship.  A good time is planned for all.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Gruver Room!  
 

FUNERAL MINISTRY:  From Pastor Nate … Many of you know that recently Trinity had 
two deaths.  As we were planning for the meals that follow the funeral service, it came to 
my attention that we do not have a group of volunteers to serve our grieving families.  We 
are hoping to create a list of at least 15 people who would be willing to serve our grieving 
families in their time of need.  We also need a few people to lead this group who can call 
the rest of the list to see their availability.   Responsibilities may include: Setting up tables 
and chairs, preparing coffee/tea/lemonade, preparing the serving table, preparing table 
settings, preparing a dessert table, taking out garbage, washing dishes, and cleaning ta-
bles.  I invite you to consider this important ministry and sign up on one of the clip boards 
provided at each door on the way out of the sanctuary.  Together let us care for the body 
that is gathered, for it says in 1 Corinthians 26, “If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it.”  



  

 

QUARTERLY STATEMENTS:  Please pick up your quarterly giving statements today!  
They are on the ushers’ table at the back of the sanctuary. 

 

TRUMPET DEADLINE:  Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity Trumpet in writing 
by 9 am each Wednesday.  The Trumpet is emailed at noon on Wednesday.   
 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 

Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373 
Sunday, July 23, 2017 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she gave 
all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a woman. 
Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 

James, Apostle 
Tuesday, July 25, 2017 
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call 
from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only 
one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 

Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick  
Handel, died 1759; musicians 
Friday, July 28, 2017 
These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. Schütz 
was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas 
along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called the "fifth evangelist" 
for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great work, Messiah, is a setting of 
scriptural texts. 

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 
Saturday, July 29, 2017 
Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that they 
offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their 
brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to come. 

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 
Saturday, July 29, 2017 
Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming Christian 
and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly. 
Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his kingdom. 



 

 

TODAY—July 23, 2017 

Lector:  Terri Rittenburg 
 

Acolyte: Aidan Lovato 
 

Ushers: Judi Weatherwax 

 Mike Nutter 
 

Greeters: The Zenor Family 
 

Nursery:  Madie Jablin 
 

Stewards:   Margot Birkholz 

 Mark Lyford 
 

Altar Guild: Tary Stayton 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 
 The Jablin Family 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

Pastor………………………….…Pastor Nathan Keith 

Office Manager…………..….…….…….Andrea Toven    

Congregation President………….…  Lindsay Conyers 

Organist…………………………………...…...… Meng Xu 

Choir Director………………..………….Larry Hazlett 

Financial Secretary…………………………...Bev Gossett 

Treasurer…………………………………..Susan Manown 

Youth and Sunday School Director.…………..Becky Dill 
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NEXT WEEK—July 30, 2017 

Lector:  Thom Edgar 
 

Acolyte: MacKenzie Muhsman 
 

Ushers: Barb Rouse 

 Mike Smith 
 

Greeters: Debbe, Lindsay, and Lily Conyers 
 

Nursery:  Kate Jablin 
 

Stewards:   Margot Birkholz 

 Mark Lyford 
 

Altar Guild: Tary Stayton 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 
 The Lyford and Oolman Families 
 

Flowers: Mark and Jennifer Lyford in 

 honor of their 23rd anniversary 


