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Sunday, September 24, 2017                              

Service of Word & Prayer—Setting 4  

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!   

• Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children 
ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of 
the ushers to get the attendant.  A changing table is available in the nursery. 

• Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today.  If you or someone 
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor. 

• Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 
following the sermon. 

 

 

WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life. 

 

 
 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables, in which Jesus says the reign of God is like 
workers who get paid the same no matter when they start. When God changes his mind about punishing 
Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast 
love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Luther wrote, in the presence 

of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 

 

 
PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

 

 



  

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 
Amen.  
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in our hearts through faith. 
Amen.  

 

GATHERING HYMN: We All Are One in Mission (ELW 576)   
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train 
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: O For A Heart To Praise My God (arr. Robert J. Powell) 

O for a heart to praise my God, 
a heart from sin set free; 
a heart that's sprinkled with the blood 
so freely shed for me: 

A heart resigned, submissive, meek, 
my great Redeemer's throne; 
where only Christ is heard to speak, 
where Jesus reigns alone: 

A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
believing, true, and clean, 
which neither life nor death can part 
from him that dwells within: 

Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart, 
come quickly from above; 
write thy new name upon my heart, 
thy new best name of Love. 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)  
 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11  

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah 
objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was 
providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, 
Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but should not I be concerned about a hundred and twenty 

thousand Ninevites who do not know the difference between their right and left hands? 

A reading from Jonah. 
 
10When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 
not do it. 



  

 

 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and 
said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled 
to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, 
O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the 
Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down 
east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 
what would become of the city. 
  6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than 
to live.” 
  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which 
you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 
night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, 
and also many animals?” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8  
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
  and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
 2Every day | will I bless you 
  and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 3Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised! 
  There is no end | to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works | to another 
  and shall de- | clare your power.  
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
  and all your | marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
  and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
 8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.  

 



 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30  
 

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his 
imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that 

reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 

A reading from Philippians. 
 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with 
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting 
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
  27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one 
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way 
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only 
of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16  

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards 

people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 



  

 

Jesus said to the disciples: 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 
give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

SERMON  
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song  (ELW 808) 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Let us pray for the church and its ministry. Unite us in one Spirit, striving side by side with 
one mind for the faith of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God who stretched the spangled heavens, we thank and praise you for the gift of the sun, 
moon, stars, mountains, valleys, grasslands, and deserts. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of great mercy and love, you show faithfulness and kindness to the world every day. 
Guard those who suffer because of dishonest policies, corrupt government, or unfair labor 
practices. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God, you provide for all our needs. We pray for those who are homeless, jobless, or hopeless. 
We pray for those who are forgotten, ignored, or isolated. We pray for all in any need, 
especially Rachel, Eleanore, and Erik. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for our congregation and our neighborhood. Accompany us wherever we are on our 
journey of faith. Give us joy in the present and hope for the future. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of endings and beginnings, we remember before you all the faithful departed. Comfort 
those who mourn. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of 
Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

 



  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made and thanks given for what your offerings provide towards 
the church’s mission.  
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW 186)  
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)   
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Readings for Next Sunday, October 1, 2017 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 
***Find the weekly lectionary readings and more at www.textweek.com 



  

 

Trinity Happenings 

Sunday, September 24 9:00 am  Worship 
 10:15 am Coffee and Fellowship 
 10:15 am Sunday School 

Wednesday, Sept. 27  10:00 am Women’s Bible Study —  
    ”A Woman Overwhelmed” 
 7:00 pm  Confirmation — Human Condition 

Saturday, September 30 1:00 pm  Youth Group—Murder Mystery 

Sunday, October 1  9:00 am  Worship 
 10:15 am Coffee and Fellowship 
 10:15 am Sunday School 
 3:00 pm  Blessing of the Animals @ Ivinson Mansion  

Wednesday, October 4 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study —  
    ”A Woman Overwhelmed” 
 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
 7:00 pm  Confirmation — Flood 

 

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Helen Sussenguth (9/24); Doug Frick (9/25); 
Tom Rottman (9/26); Leroy Dockter (9/27); Even Brande (9/28); Robert Dolan (9/28); 
Jonah Henry (9/28); Jordan Rhodine (9/28); Richard Babcock (9/30); Jonathan 
Klinker (9/30). 

 

THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following members in your prayers 
this week:  Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn 
Moen, Daniel Travsky, Dick Babcock, and JoAnn Merrill. If you know of someone that 
could use a visit from Pastor Nate, just let him know, or if there is someone you 
would like added to the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie Lawrence by 
email at missjennae@yahoo.com. 

 

TRUMPET DEADLINE:  Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity Trumpet in 
writing by 9 am on Wednesday.  The Trumpet is emailed at noon each Wednesday.   

 

YOUTH GROUP MURDER MYSTERY:  Murder Mystery Night is this Saturday, September 
30th, from 1:00pm-3:30pm. There is a sign up sheet in the Gruver Room on the back wall 
across the room from where the cookies are normally. It is super important that you sign 
up!  Even if you might be able to come but do not know for sure please sign up so Becky 
has the right numbers of characters and envelopes. The deadline for sign-ups is 
September 27th.  



 

 

 

At Trinity Lutheran we will be celebrating 500 years of Reformation over five  
Sundays as together we preach, sing, reflect, and grow through the five Solas of  
the Reformation.  

 

October 22       Sola Scriptura “Scripture alone” 

  The Bible alone is our highest authority. 
  Martin Luther will be sharing his story with us. 

October 29       Sola Gratia “Grace alone” 

  We are saved by the grace of God alone. 
  A festival service of Holy Communion to mark the 500th  
   anniversary of the Protestant Reformation 

November 5  Soli Deo Gloria “To the glory of God alone” 

  We live for the glory of God alone. 
  A hymn festival, highlighting a number of Reformation-era  
   hymns from Martin Luther and his contemporaries 

November 12    Sola Fide “Faith alone” 

  We are saved through faith alone in Jesus Christ. 
  Katie Luther will be sharing her story with us. 

November 15    From Conflict to Communion  

  Joint worship celebration at St. Paul’s Newman Center 

November 19    Solus Christus “Christ alone” 

  Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior, and King. 
  “From Conflict to Communion” 



  

 

 

A joint worship service for the Laramie community 

 

led by 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Paul’s Newman Center 

 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 

7:00 pm 

 

St. Paul’s Newman Center 

1800 E. Grand Ave. 

Laramie, WY 82070 



 

 

THIS WEEK—September 24, 2017 

Lector:  Judi Weatherwax 
 

Ushers: Maia Anderson and Barb Rouse 
 

Greeters: Mike Nutter 

 Brenda Winter and Carl Noack 
 

Nursery:  Madie Jablin 
 

Stewards:   Janet Talbott 

 Kris Oolman 
 

Altar Guild: Al and Bobbie Schimek 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 
 OPEN 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

NEXT WEEK—October 1, 2017 

Lector:  Martin Greller 
 

Ushers: Debbe, Lindsay, and Lily Conyers 
 

Greeters: Maia Anderson 

 Trey Sherwood 
 

Nursery:  Marygrace Buckner 
 

Stewards:   Kris Oolman 

 Edward Hiller 
 

Altar Guild: Klaus and Jan Hanson 
 

Coffee Fellowship: 
 Brett and Judy Moline 
 

Flowers: OPEN 
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