TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, October 29, 2017
Reformation sunday

Sunday, October 29, 2017
Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 4
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•
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To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!
We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is
available. Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us to bring the bread
and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.
Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children
ages 5 years and younger. If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of
the ushers to get the attendant. A changing table is available in the nursery.
Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or a family
member would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor.
Prayer request cards are in the pew racks. Please hand to an usher during the hymn
following the sermon.
WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

Reformation Sunday — Sola Gratia
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good news—that makes us
free! We pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and
witness to the world. In the waters of baptism we are made one body; we pray for the day that all
Christians will also be one at the Lord’s table.

PRELUDE

WELCOME
The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have
protected me through the night from all harm and danger. I ask that you would also
protect me today from sin and all evil, so that my life and actions may please you. Into
your hands I commend myself: my body, my soul, and all that is mine. Let your holy
angel be with me, so that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.
(Morning Prayer from Luther’s Small Catechism)

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Rise, Shine, You People! (ELW 665)
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: Let the Whole Creation Cry

(Roland Martin)
Dan Groathouse, Organ

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live
upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16).
The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our
hope lies in a God who forgets.
A reading from Jeremiah.
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46
The psalm for the day is sung responsively.
1

God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
3
though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away.
7
The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works | of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”
11
The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that
liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
A reading from Romans.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.
21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
24
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.

He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that
sets people free from sin.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
35
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)
NICENE CREED
The assembly stands.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s
creation.
A brief silence.
We pray for the unity of your church. Free us to be Christ’s one body, graciously receiving his
life and boldly offering it to a world in need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the renewal of creation: for a shared, plentiful harvest, for lands unable to bear
fruit, for what is neglected or destroyed by our hand, and for the earth’s advocates. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all nations of the world: for leaders of villages, cities, states, and nations, for
lawmakers and judges, for teachers and students, and for all who work for peace. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who seek refuge and strength: refugees, the imprisoned, and those bound by
addictions or burdened by guilt. We pray for the ill or injured, especially Rachel, Eleanore,
and Debbe. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for continual reformation in this and every assembly. In new beginnings, impart
wisdom. In established traditions, inspire creativity. In all ministries, revive our hope in the
one who makes all things new. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for your saints. United with them in the covenant of baptism, increase our
faith in your promised life for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of
Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brief announcements will be made by the pastor and thanks given for what our offerings
provide towards the church’s mission.

OFFERING
The assembly stands for the presentation of the gifts.

OFFERTORY HYMN: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
Reflective music provided for Communion contemplation.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The assembly stands to receive the blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and
blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and
more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Trinity Happenings
Sunday, October 29

9:00 am
10:15 am

Worship
Fellowship

Wednesday, November 1

10:00 am
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
Chancel Choir

Saturday, November 4

6:00 pm

Youth Group Lock-In

Sunday, November 5

9:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
11:00 am

Worship
Fellowship
Sunday School
Oktoberfest Potluck Meal

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Isaiah Wright (10/29); David Montgomery (11/4).
THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following members in your prayers this
week: Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen,
Daniel Travsky, Dick Babcock, and JoAnn Merrill. If there is someone you would like
added to the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie Lawrence by email at
missjennae@yahoo.com.
TRUMPET DEADLINE: Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity Trumpet in writing
by 9 am on Wednesday. The Trumpet is emailed at noon each Wednesday.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY: On All Saints Sunday, November 5, we will be remembering those
saints who have died, especially in the past year. If you have a loved one whom you would
like to remember during our prayers that Sunday, please leave their name on the All Saints
Sunday sheet on the Sign Ups bulletin board in the Gruver Room, next to the nursery, or
email their name to the church office by 9 am this Tuesday, October 31.
FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE: Family Promise of Albany County (FPAC) is gaining speed now
that we have 11 (maybe 12) Host churches/organizations and 7 Support churches. We have
a 15-pac van and the Day Center will be at the United Presbyterian Church. Funding is at
about 60% of their goal to get started. They are getting a VISTA volunteer to help with the
initial preparations and the Leadership Board is looking at hiring a Director by 1 January for
a start date of March 2018. If anyone is interested in being on the Board of Directors for
FPAC, contact Mike Nutter and he can get you in touch with the Board committee.
In the next month, FPAC will be working with Trinity to get prepared for our first families.
Mike Nutter will be the initial Coordinator and will certainly need help in getting this
started. If you would like to help him please let him know.
Family Promise is going to launch an online campaign for #GivingTuesday. Their goal is
$15,000 and they hope you will join them by contributing online. Even $1 is
appreciated! They ask that anyone wanting to help can spread the word about donating
and hopefully motivate others to give. We will have specific information about how to
participate in a few weeks.

Readings for Next Sunday, November 5, 2017
Revelation 7:9-17; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
***Find the weekly lectionary readings and more at www.textweek.com
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