TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, December 3, 2017
First Sunday of advent

Sunday, December 3, 2017
Service of Holy Eucharist—Setting 4
•

•

•

•

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!
We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is
available. Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us to bring the bread
and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.
Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children
ages 5 years and younger. If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of
the ushers to get the attendant. A changing table is available in the nursery.
Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or someone
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor.
Prayer request cards are in the pew racks. Please hand to an usher during the hymn
following the sermon.
WELCOME… We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

First Sunday of Advent:
Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the
Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry
God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with
stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. But
when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the hope that God would tear
open the heavens and come.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

We light this candle as a symbol of the hope we have in the promise of the Lord’s coming.
For the Lord will fulfill his promise to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. A righteous
Branch will spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
Come, Lord Jesus, come!

ADVENT HYMN: Holy Child within the Manger (verse 1)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Testify with honesty the condition of your souls. Give defense not for yourself but only the
Lord’s grace, which will save you in your time of trial. With confidence in God’s mercy let
us confess our sin.
God-with-us,
even in Advent, we confess that you can seem far away. You are hidden when we need
you near. In our hurt, doubt, and fear, we do not try to draw closer to you; instead, we
lash out—against you, our neighbor, even those we love. Forgive us, we pray, and come
to save us! Let your face shine until our tears are dried, our sins are faded, and our hope
is restored. After all, we belong to you, and in your hands, we can be made new. In
Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
The grace of God, given to us in Christ Jesus, strengthens us to the end so that we may be
blameless when Christ comes again. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God, who is faithful and has called us into the fellowship of the Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord!
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Holy One, you have promised us that the day of our salvation is near. Keep us faithful in
love and watchful in prayer, so that we may stand with confidence and joy at the coming
of Christ, our redeemer and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: Love Divine
Composed by Evelyn R. Larter — Text by Bianco da Siena
Violin - Jennifer Lyford — Organ - Danial Groathouse
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine,
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, and kindle it,
thy holy flame bestowing.
O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn to dust and ashes
in its heat consuming;
And let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round,
while still my path illuming.
Love divine, all love's excelling, Joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown. Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art,
Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter every longing heart.
And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long,
shall far outpass the power of human telling;
For none can guess its grace, till he become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling.
Come down, O Love divine, Love divine.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. Instead,
the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to be the God who
has brought deliverance in the past.
A reading from Isaiah.
1
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—

2

as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4
From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
5
You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7
There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
The psalm for the day is sung responsively.
1

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim.
2
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and | come to help us.
3
Restore | us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
4
O Lord | God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?
5
You have fed them with the | bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.

6

You have made us the derision | of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.
7
Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
17
Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand,
the one you have made so strong | for yourself.
18
And so will we never turn a- | way from you;
give us life, that we may call up- | on your name.
19
Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already
enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the
Lord.
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said: 24“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.
28
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away.
32
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY: Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying (ELW 436)
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR EASTEN MARK GARSON
(Apostles Creed is on p. 229 of the hymnal)
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Merciful God, you call us to goodness and lead us on right paths. You encourage us with
signs of your coming and urge us to keep watch, that we might greet you with heads raised
high when you come to restore all of creation. Watching and waiting, we pray for this world
that needs your saving power.
A brief silence.
For nations at war, in your mercy,
Lord, save us.
For all who suffer from violence, in the streets or in their homes, in your mercy,
Lord, save us.
For all who live in worry or fear, in your mercy,
Lord, save us.
For those who have forgotten the ways of righteousness, in your mercy,
Lord, save us.
For those who have never heard of your rescuing love, in your mercy,
Lord, save us.
For all those who have lost hope, or never had it at all, in your mercy,
Lord, save us.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We pray, too, for your church in the world, that we may increase in ardor for you and your
children, and work in confidence for your coming reign. Now by the power of your Holy
Spirit, make us ever more faithful, that we may greet you in confidence and joy on that great
day; through Christ, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The assembly is seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brief announcements will be made by the pastor and thanks given for what our offerings
provide towards the church’s mission.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
The assembly stands for the presentation of the gifts.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Faithful God, we thank you that Christ is being revealed in every time and place until he
comes again in the fullness of glory. Strengthen our testimony and spiritual gifts,
increase generosity in us, we pray, as we wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC
Reflective music provided for Communion contemplation.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The assembly stands to receive the blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will
be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Trinity Happenings
Sunday, December 3

9:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
1:00 pm
6:15 pm

Worship with Holy Baptism
Fellowship
Sunday School
Campus Ministry — Lunch and Ice Skating
Youth Group — Nerf Gun Night @ First United
Methodist Church

Wednesday, December 6

10:00 am
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
Confirmation — Intro to Psalms

Sunday, December 10

9:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am

Worship
Fellowship
Sunday School

Tuesday, December 12

7:00 pm

Church Council

Wednesday, December 13

10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
Chancel Choir
Confirmation — Nativity Story

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK: Daniel Travsky (12/3); Owen Cossairt (12/6);
Diane Fiedler (12/7); Mark Stayton (12/7); Kelly Kidwell (12/8); Roger Rottman (12/9).
THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following members in your prayers this
week: Ed Dolan, Joan Dana, Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen,
Daniel Travsky, Dick Babcock, and JoAnn Merrill. If there is someone that could be added
to the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie Lawrence by email at
missjennae@yahoo.com.
TRUMPET DEADLINE: Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity Trumpet in writing
by 9 am on Wednesday. The Trumpet is emailed at noon each Wednesday.

WELCOME EASTEN! Today, we welcome Easten Mark Garson into the family of God
through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Easten is the son of Molly and Jim Garson and the
brother of Westen Garson. Easten’s sponsors are Shan Garson and Mark and Nicole Ruggles.
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVERS: We are asking for volunteers to serve in worship at the
5:00 pm and 9:00 pm services on Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24, as well as at the
9:00 am service on Sunday, December 31. Lectors, ushers, greeters, and nursery are all
available areas of service. If you are willing to serve, please contact the church office!
There is no 9:00 am worship service on Christmas Eve!
YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT: The next youth event will be Nerf Gun Night. This will take
place at the Methodist Church at 6:15 pm TONIGHT. The Methodist Church is located at
1215 E Gibbon St, Laramie, WY 82072.
ICE SKATING: Join the Campus Ministry team for an afternoon of ice skating TODAY from
1-3pm at the Ice and Events Center (3510 E. Garfield). Meet in the lobby at 1 pm. Lunch
and skate rental included for college students and college-aged young adults!
ELCA GOOD GIFTS: ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 different gift-giving options
that grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives. These gifts, starting at just $10,
provide direct support for the churchwide ministries of the ELCA. Check out the Good Gifts
tree in the south lobby and see what gifts are available! If you’re a fan of online shopping,
you can purchase a gift at www.elca.org/goodgifts — choose from the gifts available on the
tree or from a number of additional gifts!

Readings for Next Sunday, December 10, 2017
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8
***Find the weekly lectionary readings and more at www.textweek.com

Sunday, December 3, 2017 — First Sunday in Advent
Worship at 9 am
Sunday, December 10, 2017 — Second Sunday in Advent
Worship at 9 am
Sunday, December 17, 2017 — Third Sunday in Advent
Worship and Children’s Christmas program at 9 am
Sunday, December 24, 2017 — Fourth Sunday in Advent — Christmas Eve
No morning worship
Lessons and Carols with Holy Communion at 5 pm
Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion at 9 pm

THIS WEEK — December 3, 2017

NEXT WEEK — December 10, 2017
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