
  

 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

 

Welcome to Trinity! 

 

• Nursery attendants are available for children ages 5 years and younger.  If you arrive and 

no one is in the nursery, please ask an usher to get the attendant.   

• Pew pads are located at the end of each pew.  Please sign in and pass them down to the 

end of the row, then return them to the center aisle. 

• Prayer request cards are in the pew racks.  Please hand to an usher during the hymn 

following the sermon. 

 
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Let us uncover our sin before the liberating light of Christ. 
 

Merciful God, 
We grumble about the evils in our world, even as we commit injustices and profit 
through deceit.  We fret about the scarcity of resources while hoarding earth’s goods and 
cheating the poor.  We protest the problems of our world, but we do not actively work to 
address them.  Merciful God, expose our sins before the light of your grace.  Free us 
from our foolish ways that we may know the joy of eternal life in Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

GATHERING HYMN: Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW 338)  
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



  

 

KYRIE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 



  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray together.  
Almighty God, through Jesus Christ you bring salvation to the world.  Give us strength 
to believe in him that we may share in his victory over the power of death and fulfill the 
purpose for which you have made us, for he dwells with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4-9  
A reading from Numbers. 

4From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the Lord sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray 
to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the 
Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is 
bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; 
and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  
The psalm is sung responsively. 
 
 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good, 
  for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
 2Let the redeemed of the | Lord proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe, 
 3gathering them in | from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south. 
 17Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths; 
  through their sins they | were afflicted. 
 18They loathed all man- | ner of food 
  and drew near | to death’s door. 
 19Then in their trouble they cried | to the Lord 
  and you delivered them from | their distress.  
 



 

 

 20You sent forth your | word and healed them 
  and rescued them | from the grave. 
 21Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your | steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works | for all people. 
 22Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving 
  and tell of your deeds with | shouts of joy.  

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:1-10  

A reading from Ephesians. 

 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course 
of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 
5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 3:14-21  
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



  

 

  Jesus said: 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but 
those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name 
of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those 
who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been 
done in God.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sisters and brothers, confident in God’s love and mercy, let us pray for the world and for our 
needs. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you created us in Christ Jesus for good works.  Help those who profess faith in 
Christ to do good in the world, following the way of life you have prepared for those who 
believe in him.  Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

Your children walk by your light, doing what is true.  Yet salvation is not earned by good 
works, but through trust in your grace.  Dispel from your children arrogance of heart, that the 
world may be drawn to your truth by their humble witness.  Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

In every age you call forth men and women of integrity to lead your people in the way of 
righteousness.  Help pastors and teachers fulfill their calling; give them courage to speak the 
truth in love, and shield them from temptation to misuse their authority.  Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

God, your reign encompasses all the earth, through the nations may rebel against your 
injustice.  Save the nations from the wrath of their disobedience.  Help them dwell in peace 
and promote the common good.  Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You hear the cry of the sick and the afflicted.  Save them from their distress, heal them of 
their disease, and deliver them from the destructive power of suffering.  Merciful God, 
hear our prayer. 

O God, in Jesus Christ you have shown your love for the world.  Receive our prayers, grant 
us what we need, save us from perishing, and bring us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made by the pastor and thanks given for what our offerings 
provide towards the church’s mission.  

OFFERING 
 



  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW 188) 

The assembly stands for the presentation of the gifts. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Merciful God, we thank you for your wonderful works among humankind.  Accept this 
offering with the dedication of our lives and help us be for the world an emblem of your 
steadfast love, in Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

 

 



 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

COMMUNION 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC  
Reflective music provided for Communion contemplation 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



  

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

In the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631)  

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

Trinity Happenings 

Sunday, March 11  9:00 am  Worship 

    10:15 am  Fellowship 

Wednesday, March 14 10:00 am  Making Sense of the Cross 

    5:45 pm  Soup Supper 

    6:00 pm  Making Sense of the Cross 

    7:00 pm  Midweek Worship 

Thursday, March 15  6:00 pm  Family Promise training 

Sunday, March 18  9:00 am  Worship 

    10:15 am  Fellowship 

Wednesday, March 21 10:00 am  Making Sense of the Cross 

    5:45 pm  Soup Supper 

    6:00 pm  Making Sense of the Cross 

    7:00 pm  Midweek Worship 

Sunday, March 25  9:00 am  Worship 

    10:15 am  Fellowship 

    10:15 am  Sunday School 

    6:15 pm  Youth Group — Game Night 



 

 

THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following members in your prayers this 

week:  Ed Dolan, Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen, Dick Bab-

cock, JoAnn Merrill, and Gladys Crane. If there is someone that could be added to 

the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie Lawrence by email at missjen-

nae@yahoo.com. 

 

TRUMPET DEADLINE:  Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity Trumpet in writing 

by 9 am on Wednesday.  The Trumpet is emailed at noon each Wednesday.  

 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE:  Trinity will be hosting Family Promise for the week beginning 

Sunday, March 25.   There are many areas in which we all can serve this new ministry 

during that week.  Sign-up sheets are posted on the sign-up board in the Gruver 

Room, and online sign-up is available at http://bit.ly/2EYxhsJ — these sign-ups will be 

kept in sync with each other.  There is also a list of items that may be donated to 

Family Promise — please take one of those sheets from the sign-up board and bring 

your gifts to the table in the north narthex.  Trinity’s Family Promise training session will 

be held here at Trinity on Thursday, March 15, from 6-8 pm.  If you have any ques-

tions, please contact Mike Nutter. 

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVERS:  You are invited to sign up to serve during worship 

services during Holy Week, Easter Sunday, and throughout the Easter season.  Sign-up 

sheets have been posted on the sign-up board in the Gruver Room.  Of special note 

is the addition of a communion assistant to serve as a second chalice bearer along-

side Pastor Nate and the lector.  If you haven’t served in worship before, or if you 

have but would like to try another “job” out, feel free to contact the church office, 

and we would be happy to walk you through these areas of service! 

 

LEADERSHIP LAB:  Calling all incoming freshmen through seniors for the 2018/19 school 

year.  Mark your calendar for July 23-29th because we are going to Lab.  What is Lab 

you may ask?  It is a wonderful place for you to grow as a leader in and outside of 

the church, make new friends, and experience worship in a whole new way!  Please 

check out these websites below to learn more!  http://leadershiplab.net and on Fa-

cebook: https://www.facebook.com/leadershiplab/   If you have questions you can 

contact Becky Dill.  Sign up soon and get your registration deposit to Becky ASAP.  

rdill@uwyo.edu or 963-903-9863  

 

 



  

 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS:  During Lent, Trinity will be holding soup suppers before each 

Wednesday night worship service.  The suppers will start at 5:45 pm, but come any 

time you are able.  Soup will be served in the fellowship hall downstairs as well as up-

stairs in the Gruver Room.  There will be plenty of time to eat, join in the Making Sense 

of the Cross study group if you wish, and enjoy some fellowship with your fellow Trini-

tarians and friends before coming upstairs for Holden Evening Prayer.  Sign-up sheets 

for soups, breads/crackers, and desserts are posted in the Gruver Room.   

Please sign up to bring something if you are able!   

 

LENTEN OFFERING:  Offerings given during our Holden Evening Prayer midweek ser-

vices in Lent are designated for Family Promise.  Your gifts will be used to purchase 

items for use here at Trinity during our hosting weeks, and any funds remaining will 

then be given directly to Family Promise.  

 

MAKING SENSE OF THE CROSS SERIES:  There will be one more session of this study se-

ries on  March 14, when we will talk about Example and Encouragement.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MILESTONE:  On Sunday, March 25, during Sunday School, 

our K-6th grade students will talk about what Holy Communion is.  The chalices have 

been painted and are awaiting Maundy Thursday worship.  For those young people 

who have not made their First Holy Communion yet, we will celebrate that milestone 

during worship on Maundy Thursday, March 29, when our new communicants will re-

ceive the blood of Christ from their own chalices.  Please pray for our young people 

as they mark this milestone in their faith lives! 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION:  Interfaith-Good Samaritan and the United Way are coordinat-

ing fundraising efforts to assist victims of the fire at Wade’s Trailer Court last week.  If 

you are able to give, specially marked envelopes for this purpose have been placed 

in the pew racks.  Gifts may be placed in the offering plates, brought to the church 

office, or taken directly to Interfaith. 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  There will be a special congregational meeting on 

Sunday, May 6, after worship.  The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss the 

Gruver Room remodeling project and to elect a council member to fill a vacancy.  

More information will be forthcoming. 



 

 
 

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY:  Spiritual traditions give girls a sense of history and unity, as they 

aspire to be their best selves.  Girl Scouts of Montana and Wyoming and faith-based 

communities share an enduring tradition that dates back to the beginning of Girl 

Scout history. Today we celebrate our partnership and collaboration with you and 

thank you for supporting Girl Scouts in your place of worship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for Next Sunday, March 18, 2018 — Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

***Find the weekly lectionary readings and more at www.textweek.com 



  

 

 



 

 

Serving the Church 
THIS WEEK — March 11, 2018 

Lector:  Thom Edgar 
 

Ushers: The Buckner Family 
 

Greeters: The Zenor Family 
 

Nursery:  Kate Jablin 
 

Stewards:   Lindsay Conyers 

 Kris Oolman 
 

Altar Guild: Laura Buckner 

 Marie Frick 

 Sara Muhsman 
 

Fellowship: Kris Oolman 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

NEXT WEEK — March 18, 2018 

Lector:  Sharon Leder 
 

Ushers: Barb Rouse 

 Mike Smith 
 

Greeters: Judi Weatherwax 

 Maia Anderson 
 

Nursery:  Kelcey Anderson 
 

Stewards:   Lindsay Conyers 

 Kris Oolman 
 

Altar Guild: Laura Buckner 

 Marie Frick 

 Sara Muhsman 
 

Fellowship: OPEN 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

Pastor…………………..……..…Pastor Nathan Keith 

Office Manager………....….………..Andrea Toven    

Congregation President…..………..Jennifer Zenor 

Organist…………………….…...……... Yiheng Chen 

Choir Director………………..………….Larry Hazlett 

Financial Secretary…………...…...…...Bev Gossett 

Treasurer…………………………..….Susan Manown 

Youth and Sunday School Director...….Becky Dill 
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