
  

 

Sunday, September 16, 2018 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

 

Welcome to Trinity! 

 

 
 
PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME 
 

GATHERING HYMN: Give Me Jesus (ELW 770)  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord listens to the cries of the people who turn with full hearts to the One who has mercy.  
Let our tongues now make confession in the presence of God and of this body. 
 

Holy God,  
in the face of sin, our gravest enemy, we call to you for help.  You know our fault before 
we speak.  Forgive us for what we have done in opposition to your will.  Forgive us for 
those things we have not undertaken and for which we know our wrong.  We have not 
loved you and our neighbors as we ought.  We have denied our dependence on you.  
Lead us away from this grief and sorrow.  Save us so that we may fulfill our vows to you 
and attend to the needs of your people. 
Amen. 
 

God, who is full of compassion, also knows that those who repents have set their minds and 

hearts on what endures for all time.  You are forgiven in the name of Jesus ☩ Christ! 
Thanks be to God! 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



  

 

KYRIE  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray together.  
God of love, you teach us a life journey that calls us to deny what is unhealthy and 
unloving.  Lead us in that pathway.  Awaken us to the ever-new abundance that is ours 
through your Word, in the name of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a  
A reading from Isaiah. 

 4The Lord God has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord God helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 



  

 

PSALM: Psalm 116:1-9 
The psalm is spoken responsively. 
 

 1I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice, 
  and listened to my | supplication, 
 2for the Lord has given | ear to me 
  whenev- | er I called. 
 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 
  I came to | grief and sorrow. 
 4Then I called upon the name | of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, | save my life.”  
 5Gracious is the | Lord and righteous; 
  our God is full | of compassion. 
 6The Lord watches o- | ver the innocent; 
  I was brought low, | and God saved me. 
 7Turn again to your rest, | O my soul. 
  for the Lord has dealt | well with you. 
 8For you have rescued my | life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 
 9I will walk in the presence | of the Lord 
  in the land | of the living.   
 

SECOND READING: James 3:1-12   

A reading from James. 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who 
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 
3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 
4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are 
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a 
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile 
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can 
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour 
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and 
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.  

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38  
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him. 
 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON  



  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Built on a Rock (ELW 652)  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

The assembly stands to proclaim the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God’s beloved creation. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you call your church to embody the love you have shown us. Raise us up each 
day to bear witness against sin, death, and the grave. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Creative God, quarks and galaxies bear witness to your imagination. Inspire scientists, 
naturalists, and conservationists who work to conserve precious natural resources. Grant us 
the wisdom to be good keepers of the earth. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, you bless citizens with the gifts of reason and perseverance. Embolden people 
around the world to seek the common good, to serve their neighbors, and to delight in 
freedom. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Loving God, you bless us with an abundant world. When your children wander homeless, 
hungry, and naked, strengthen us to be your presence as we care for all those in need. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



 

 

Welcoming God, thank you for this congregation where we have found a home. Make us 
restless as we seek new and creative ways to expand our loving invitation to all people who 
seek a community. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In every time and in every place, you have raised up examples of loving service. Make us all 
good and loving witnesses to your extravagant compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 
Amen.  

PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made by the pastor and thanks given for what our offerings 
provide towards the church’s mission.  
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful (ELW 182)  

The assembly stands for the presentation of the gifts. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
Lord, who gives us everything we have, we return with joy a portion of our bounty, 
giving to the work of your church and your world what is already yours: ourselves, our 
lives, and our means.  Make good come from these gifts.  Teach us to use what we have 
with wisdom and compassion.  
Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



  

 

PREFACE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

COMMUNION 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
Reflective music provided for Communion contemplation 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of 
your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as 
bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in his light and truth and love now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)  
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Trinity Happenings 

Sunday, September 16 9:00 am  Worship 

 10:15 am  Fellowship 

 10:15 am  Sunday School 

Wednesday, September 19 10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study 

Sunday, September 23 9:00 am  Worship 

 10:15 am  Fellowship 

 10:15 am  Sunday School 

 10:15 am  Reading the Bible 

 6:15 pm  Youth Group @ First UMC 

Tuesday, September 25 7:00 pm  Committee Night 

Wednesday, September 26 10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study 

 7:00 pm  Confirmation 

Thursday, September 27 12 noon  MUGG @ Turtle Rock 

Sunday, September 30 9:00 am  Worship 

 10:15 am  Fellowship 

 10:15 am  Sunday School 

 3:00 pm  Blessing of the Animals  

Wednesday, October 3 10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study 

 7:00 pm  Confirmation 

Thursday, October 4 12 noon  MUGG @ Turtle Rock 

Sunday, October 7 9:00 am  Worship 

 10:15 am  Fellowship 

 10:15 am  Sunday School 

 6:15 pm  Youth Group 

 

 

 

Readings for Next Sunday, September 23, 2018 — 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 

***Find the weekly lectionary readings and more at www.textweek.com 



 

 

Please keep the following members in your 

prayers this week:  Ed Dolan, Bob Thymian, Jane 

Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen, JoAnn 

Merrill, and Gladys Crane. If there is someone 

that could be added to the Trinity Prayer Chain, 

please inform Jennie Lawrence by email at 

missjennae@yahoo.com. 

Women’s Bible Study is underway!  We meet each 

Wednesday at 10 am.  The first book we are studying 

this fall is Life Lessons from Acts by Max Lucado.  

Books are available from the church office for $10 

each. 

The Wyoming Conference Better Together Summit will 

be held at Grace Lutheran in Casper on Saturday, 

October 13, from noon to 4 pm.  If you are  

interested in attending, please talk to Pastor Nate. 

Pastor Nate and Andrea will be out of the office  

this week for the Rocky Mountain Synod Theological 

Conference.  In case of pastoral emergency, please 

contact Marilyn Engstrom at 307-760-9710. 



  

 

The coffee mugs from the Gruver 

Room have been taken down and put 

on a table in the north entry.  Please 

take your mug home so it doesn’t get 

damaged during construction! 

Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity 

Trumpet in writing by 9 am on Wednesday.  

The Trumpet is emailed at noon each 

Wednesday.  

The Big Event is October 13.  This is an  

opportunity for UW students to thank 

Laramie for their support of the  

University. 

 

In the afternoon, lunch is served down-

town at the depot for the students.  We 

would like 4 people to serve as food  

servers and runners from 11:30-1:00,  

and 6 people from 1:00-3:00 for food  

servers, runners, and clean-up.  As part of 

this, Trinity is able to host an info table, and we would like 2 people to host 

that table.  Don’t forget to wear your “God’s Work, Our Hands” t-shirts if you 

have one! 



 

 

Demolition of the Gruver Room is start-

ing Saturday, September 22 at 9:00 

am.  People wishing to help out are to 

bring safety glasses and gloves.   

Kevin will be directing the work, assign-

ing various tasks to people.  Most peo-

ple will be carrying out debris to his 

truck, sweeping, or getting the 

"popcorn" off the ceiling.  He will be 

bringing a couple of people to really 

exam carefully the two walls that will 

be gutted that day.   

Youth group is underway!  Ten of our young people and friends got  
 

together last Sunday for a “welcome back” night.  Talk to one of these 

awesome young people and ask about what they were doing ☺  



  

 

We had another successful week housing Joy and Tala while they work 

to get their lives on track.  Thanks to everyone who stepped up and provided 

funds, games, and time to make it such a smooth week.  As a team we really 

do make a difference for our guest families as well as helping Family Promise 

get their clients on a better life path. 

            Trinity’s next week will be 11 November – 18 November.  That will be the 

last one for this first year. 

            If you think you would like to help be the TELC Family Promise coordina-

tor, let Mike know.  His year will be ending in January. 



 

 

Serving the Church 
THIS WEEK — September 16, 2018 

Lector:  Martin Greller 
 

Ushers and The Zenor Family 

Greeters: Janet Talbott 
 

Nursery:  OPEN 
 

Stewards:   Lindsay Conyers 

 Martin Greller 
 

Altar Guild: Al & Bobbie Schimek 
 

Fellowship: The Keith Family 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

NEXT WEEK — September 23, 2018 

Lector:  Klaus Hanson 
 

Ushers and Mike Nutter 

Greeters: Debbe, Lindsay, and Lily  

     Conyers 
 

Nursery:  OPEN 
 

Stewards:   Lindsay Conyers 

 Martin Greller 
 

Altar Guild: Al & Bobbie Schimek 
 

Fellowship: OPEN 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

Pastor…………………..……..…Pastor Nathan Keith 

Office Manager………....….………..Andrea Toven    

Congregation President…..………..Jennifer Zenor 

Accompanist……..……….…………... Jinkun Jiang 

Youth and Sunday School Director...….Becky Dill 

Choir Director………………..………….Larry Hazlett 

Financial Secretary…………...…...…...Bev Gossett 

Financial Director…………………James Greening 
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