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So you’re going to be married— 
 
 The congregation and staff of Trinity Lutheran Church are delighted that you have chosen to share this 
memorable time in your life with us.  Marriage is a commitment of loyalty and faithfulness to one another, 
and, thus, is worthy of our highest respect. It is also the start of an incredible and risky adventure and 
therefore needs all the support, prayer, and encouragement that a Christian congregation can offer. 
 
 For these reasons, a wedding in the church is first and foremost a service of worship: that is, a time of 
thanks and praise to the God who binds us together and provides marriage as a gift, as well as a time when 
we ask God to pour out all the grace, power, and strength that God can give in order to make it truly a gift 
of mutual love and life. 
 
 We believe that Christ is always at the center of Christian marriage—and must remain so—for any 
marriage to grow. Thus, faithful preparation in prayer, honest communication with one another, and an 
active life in a community of faith are vital for any couple who hopes to avail themselves fully of the gifts 
that God seeks to provide. The information in this booklet is our attempt to help you build on Christ’s 
foundation in your marriage and to start you out on your journey in the fullness and depth of God’s grace. 
 
 May Christ bless you with his presence as you grow in life and love toward one another and toward God! 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Nathan Keith 
 
    
            
 

 
 

“Let marriage be held in honor by all…” 
Hebrews 13:4a 
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I. Arranging for Your Wedding 
 
 The date for your wedding should only be decided in consultation with the Office Manager and pastoral 
staff in order to avoid any conflicts in scheduling and should be done well in advance of finalizing any 
other plans. Your wedding date will be scheduled on the church calendar after consultation with the pastor 
and upon receipt of the required scheduling deposit. In addition, since weddings at Trinity take place within 
the context of a faith community, weddings are normally reserved for those who have been members of 
Trinity for at least three (3) months.  Weddings for former members who have since moved from town and 
who may still think of Trinity as their “home church”—as well as other exceptions—can be scheduled only 
at the discretion of the Pastor. Because of the solemnity and character of the season, ordinarily no weddings 
are scheduled during Lent or Holy Week.  
Please note:  We want to help you schedule and plan your wedding; with that in mind we will 
only reserve your wedding date with consultation with the pastor and upon receipt of the non-
refundable required deposit. 
 
II. Expectations and Sessions with the Pastor(s) 
 

 Normally, the pastor of Trinity will officiate at all weddings held in the church.  When it is the wish of 
the bride or groom to invite another clergy person to participate in the ceremony alongside Trinity’s called 
pastor, this should be made known to the pastor of Trinity before extending the invitation.  Often the invited 
clergy would be an ELCA pastor or a Full Communion Partner of the ELCA.  
 

If the called pastor is unavailable due to synod assembly, continuing education, or vacation; the called 
pastor will find another clergy to officiate the wedding ceremony. If a pastor is not present, the Church 
Council will fulfill this task. 
 

 Because marriage is a gift of God and the commitment it involves is so important, it should never be 
entered into lightly. To help you prepare for this commitment, your pastors expect the following: 
 

 1) Church Involvement. Each couple will be expected to show evidence of an active church 
involvement (i.e. worship attendance, etc.). In the event that a couple is currently living away from 
the Laramie area, past history and/or current involvement in a Christian congregation where  

  the couple resides will be taken into account. 
 

  2) Pre-Marriage Counseling. Each couple is expected to attend together a minimum of two to four 
pre-marriage sessions with the pastor or other approved counselor.  At Trinity this includes:  a 
Marriage Inventory (the cost for this inventory can be found in Appendix #1—Costs and Fees); 
and/or participation in a Pre-marriage Weekend. Contact the pastor for more information. 

  
3) The pastor will share with the couple appropriate scripture, music, vows, and an order of worship 
at their first meeting to assist in the planning of this wedding worship service. 

  
III. The Wedding Service 
  
 Because your wedding is a worship service—and a worship service by nature is a time of praise and 
prayer to God by God’s people—congregational involvement and theological insight in planning are 
important. The Marriage Service in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal provides a wonderful 
guide for both aspects.  Normally, this service forms the basis for the marriage ceremony and provides for 
a wealth of variety within it. Appendix #2—Order of Service gives a sample of this service. 
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IV. Organist and Musical Accompaniment 
 

It is our policy that the Church Organist of the church shall be the wedding organist/pianist, unless 
otherwise arranged. Please note: The organist should be contacted within two (2) weeks of setting the 
wedding date on the church calendar in order to coordinate music for your wedding.  
 
 Musical selections and soloists for the service should enhance the worship experience and must be 
discussed with the organist and/or pastor. There is an abundance of music appropriate for a Christian 
wedding and the organist and/or pastor will help you select appropriate music for your wedding. Please 
note that recorded music is not allowed. We also encourage the use of congregational hymns. Remember, 
your music should add to the worship experience, not detract from it. 
 
 If you do not have a soloist and desire one, the organist and/or pastor has a list of excellent church soloists. 
It is up to the bride and groom to initially contact the soloist.  
 In addition, we encourage the use of other instrumentalists (i.e. violin, flute, trumpet), many of whom are 
also available through our church.   
 
V. The Marriage License 
 
 To make sure your marriage is duly and properly recorded by the state of Wyoming, you must obtain a 
Marriage License from the state of Wyoming at any county clerk of court office.  If you live in Albany 
County, Wyoming, go to Room 202 of the Albany County Courthouse. Please note that the signed marriage 
license must be returned to the county in which you applied for your wedding license. Please deliver the 
Marriage License to the church office at least TWO (2) weeks prior to the wedding.  The couple is 
responsible for returning the signed wedding license no more than 10 days after the wedding to the County 
Clerk of Court where you applied for the wedding license. No wedding can take place unless you have a 
Marriage License. 
 
 Following the ceremony, the license will be signed by the pastor and two adult witnesses. The pastor will 
give the couple the signed wedding license after the service and the couple will return the signed wedding 
license no more no more than 10 days after the wedding to the County Clerk of Court in the county where 
you applied for the wedding license. 
 
 Please check with the Albany County Clerk of Court for more information pertaining to the Marriage  
License. 
 
VI. Witnesses and Attendants 
 
 While the bride and groom will choose those who will participate in the ceremony, several words of 
advice are appropriate. Choose people whom you feel close to and who you know want to support your 
marriage with prayer and encouragement.  If you plan to use young children as ring bearers or flower girls, 
please plan to have them seated during portions of the ceremony as they cannot be expected to quietly stand 
for the length of the wedding. 
 
 
VII. Photography and Photographers 
 
 Pictures may be taken before or after the ceremony, but we ask that no flash pictures or flood-light 
pictures be taken during the ceremony itself, if possible. Only pictures (and videos) by your wedding 
photographer (and/or videographer) using available light should be taken during the ceremony so as to not 
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detract from the service. For positioning of videographers and photographers during the service, consult 
the pastor(s). All photographers and video companies are to be approved by the wedding coordinator and 
or pastor. In most cases the videographers and photographers are not allowed to be on the chancel.   
 
 
VIII. The Wedding Rehearsal 
 
 Usually, the rehearsal for the wedding is held on the evening before the service. A rehearsal is most  
often necessary for a formal wedding, but not always for an informal ceremony. 
 
 The rehearsal should be conducted with the dignity of the service itself. Every consideration should be 
given to the fact that the church is the house of God.  It is also important to inform the wedding party on all 
scheduling matters to honor the time of those involved.   
 
IX. General Information 
 
Flowers: Flowers may be used to add beauty to your wedding. However, no flowers should ever be placed 
upon the altar. Flowers left from Friday or Saturday weddings for use at morning worship the following 
Sunday will be greatly appreciated.  
 
Candles: Only candles with chimneys can be placed along the aisle. Wax from unprotected candles must 
be of the votive variety. Aisle candelabras must not scratch or damage the floors or pews in any way. The 
church no longer owns candelabras; but they can be rented from many local florists or a rental agency. Any 
candles used must be approved by the pastor. There will be no moving of the altar and church furnishings 
in the sanctuary. Any other changes must be approved by the Wedding Coordinator and/or pastor. 
  
Runners & Kneeling Pillows: Because of the sanctuary’s wood floor and subsequent safety issues, aisle 
runners are discouraged. 
 
Colors: The color-scheme of your wedding is up to you. However, the altar paraments and banners in the 
church reflect the church season and may not be changed for the wedding. You may wish to take into 
account the season of the church year when you schedule your wedding.  
 
Rice: Rice and confetti are not permitted in the church building or its confines. A $50.00 charge will be 
assessed to the bridal party for neglect of this request. Bubbles and other means of well-wishing should be 
used only outside the church building. 
 
Gifts: If gifts are brought to the church, someone must assume responsibility for them. The church will not 
be held responsible for any and all gifts. A basket or decorated box should be provided to hold cards. 
 
Alcohol & Tobacco: Alcohol should not be brought into the church and the use of alcoholic beverages on 
church property (other than Holy Communion) is prohibited. Members of the wedding party who have 
consumed alcohol or illegal drugs will not be allowed to participate in the rehearsal or wedding 
service, including the bride and groom.  If the witnesses have consumed alcohol or illegal drugs, they 
will not be permitted to sign the wedding license. No smoking is permitted in church facilities at any 
time. 
 
Receptions:  If a reception or rehearsal dinner is to be held at the church, the wedding couple is responsible 
to find workers to serve food, make coffee and punch, wash dishes, prepare food for use, and clean up.  
 
 The wedding party is expected to provide: 
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  1. All food and beverages to be served at the reception. 
  2. Napkins for punch tale. 
  3. Napkins for reception table. 
  4. Punch cups. 
  5. Helpers to serve the reception. 
   a. People to set up tablecloths, punch bowl, make coffee and to serve food from the kitchen to  
  the serving table and/or punch bowl. 
   b. One or two coffee servers. 
   c. One or two cake servers. 
   d. One or two punch servers. 
   e. Six waiters/waitresses to carry food from the kitchen to the serving and/or punch table. These  
   people are very important to a smooth-running reception. 
   f. People to set up and remove used plates from tables. 
 Note once again: No alcoholic beverages are allowed on church premises. 
  
  
X. Fees and Gifts 
 
 Often the wedding couple will purchase gifts for attendants and wedding participants. They might also 
give gifts or money to musicians who are invited to perform as a favor to the couple. Typically, this applies 
to family members or friends who have been asked to perform. Other musicians hired by the couple, 
however, should be paid the amount set by the musician. 
 
 The fees for Church Organist, Custodian, and Wedding Coordinator are listed in Appendix #1—Fees and 
Costs.  Caterers– whether professional or volunteer, should be paid fairly, considering the time,  
expense, and effort they have sacrificed for your wedding.  
 
 The pastors do not require a set fee for services performed in officiating at your wedding. It is a privilege 
of a pastor’s calling to counsel couples and preside at weddings in the congregation.  However, appropriate 
honorariums may be considered.  What is an “appropriate honorarium”?  In the end, that is up to the couple 
being married; however, a recent issue of Brides magazine—detailing the costs of an average wedding 
today—reports an average clergy honorarium of $250.  You may wish to keep this in mind—as well as the 
extra time put in by pastors in counseling and preparing for weddings—as you consider what is appropriate. 
 
 See Appendix #1—Fees and Costs for a more complete listing. 
 
XI. One Last Word 
 

 As you begin your life together, let God be central in your marriage. Be together in prayer, in devotion, 
and in attendance at worship. Learn to love each other as God loves you… and work at it!  If you are blessed 
with children, bring them to the services of God’s house. Have them baptized, and love them as precious 
gifts from God. 
 
 We wish you love and harmony in your life together, but if you encounter difficulty that you are unable 
to resolve, seek help immediately. The pastor is open to help you and/or to refer you to others who can be 
of assistance.  
May God bless you in your life together.  
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Appendix #1—Fees and Costs 
 
 
 
ITEM FEE: 

Wedding Ceremony Facility Schedule Fee  
(nonrefundable) 
 
Facility Reception Fee  
       Gruver Room and Fellowship Hall 

$100  (Member) 
$150 (Nonmember) 
 
$100 (Member) 
$150 (Nonmember) 

Pastor(s) Suggested honorarium—
$125-250 

Marriage Inventory $35-50 

Wedding Coordinator (If one is defined) $125.00 

Custodian $75.00 

Organist (consultation, rehearsal, wedding ) $125.00 

Soloist $75-100 

Instrumentalists/Audio Visual Support $75-100 

 
 
 
 
A Damage Deposit Fee of $250.00  for weddings using the church facilities for receptions and/or rehearsal 
dinners will be charged. This fee is refundable. 
All fees are due in the church office one week prior to the wedding and rehearsal. 
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Appendix #2—Sample Marriage Service 
 
1. Procession 
 

2. Prayer of the Day 
  

3.  Scripture Readings 
 Two or more Lessons from the Bible are read. 
 

4.  Possible special Music 
 

5. Sermon 
 

6. Hymn of the Day. 
 

7.  Wedding Vows 
  

8.  Exchange of Rings 
 

9.  Wedding Acclamation 
 

10. Marriage Blessing 
 

11. Possible Unity Candle 
 

12. Prayers of the People 
 

13. Lord’s Prayer 
 

14. Benediction 
 

15. Presentation of the Couple
 
 

 

 


