
  

 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 



 

 

PRELUDE: Prepare Ye (Stephen Schwartz)  
 

WELCOME 
 

GATHERING HYMN: Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250)  
 

FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-6  
A reading from Malachi. 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall 
rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you 
shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day 
when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
4Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded 
him at Horeb for all Israel. 
5Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. 
6He will turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, 
so that I will not come and strike the land with a curse.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

ADVENT PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING 
Today we light the Bethlehem Candle.  The candle of Bethlehem is a symbol of making ready 
to receive the Baby Jesus into our hearts and homes.  We come again to this humble place, to 
the manger, to the stable of Bethlehem.  None among us comes from a humbler place.  Here 
the young and old, the rich and poor, are at home. 

God, come to us, abide with us, and be our Immanuel. 
 

God of light, let the light of the Advent Candle illuminate our hearts to see this God born unto 
us.  Then let that light reflect off our lives and be spread to the ends of the earth, showing all 
people from all places the hope that is coming. 

God, come to us, abide with us, and be our Immanuel. 
 

ADVENT HYMN: People, Look East (ELW 248, verses 1 and 2)  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray together.  
Covenant God, you send us messengers to cleanse and refine us for your coming.  Help 
us to endure the mirror of the prophets’ message, that we may see you when you 
suddenly appear among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



  

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PSALM: Luke 1:68-79  
The psalm is spoken responsively. 
 

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David.  
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our enemies, 
  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life.  
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11  

A reading from Philippians. 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I 
am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how 
I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your 
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced 
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
 

 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6  
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all 
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 
4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON  



  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

Prepare your church to share the good news, life-giving God. Put your word within us and 
dwell among us. Send us out to proclaim the mercy and salvation that abides in you. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Protect the creation, life-giving God. Sustain the mountains and hills. Restore the rivers. Give 
us wisdom and compassion to care for wilderness areas and urban ecosystems. Move us to 
care for your creation in all its forms and richness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Purify the hearts of all people, life-giving God. Remove the hate that lives within us and 
among us. Mold us into peacemakers. Raise up leaders rooted in your love and fed by your 
word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Comfort all who hurt, life-giving God. Wrap them in your tender care. Remember the 
forgotten and send us out to share your love with them. Be with the wandering, the worried, 
and the woeful. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



 

 

Bless this congregation, life-giving God. Give strength and joy to worship leaders, musicians, 
and our altar guild as they prepare the way for the celebration of the Christ child’s coming 
among us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember the generations who have shown us your faithfulness, life-giving God. Shine 
your light on those who mourn and prepare us for that day when we will see you face-to-face. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those 
unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

PEACE  
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The assembly is seated. 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Brief announcements will be made by the presiding minister and thanks given for what our 
offerings provide towards the church’s mission.  
 

OFFERING: Thy Word (Amy Grant and Michael W. Smith)  
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Come to the Table (ELW 481)  

The assembly stands for the presentation of the gifts. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
God of all righteousness, receive these gifts of gratitude, the offerings of our lives.  Purify 
them with your refining fire so that they may serve your purposes and shine with our 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



  

 

PREFACE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

COMMUNION 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC: A Hallelujah Christmas  
               (Leonard Cohen, adapt. Cloverton)  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry 
will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in his light and truth and love now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry (ELW 249)  
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE: Soon and Very Soon (Andrae Crouch)  

 

 

 

 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 16, 2018 — 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-8; Isaiah 12:2-6; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 3:7-18 

***Find the weekly lectionary readings and more at www.textweek.com 



  

 

Trinity Happenings 

Sunday, December 9 9:00 am  Worship  

 10:15 am  Sunday School 

 10:15 am  Reading the Bible 

 10:15 am  Fellowship 

Wednesday, December 12 10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study 

 7:00 pm  Chancel Choir 

 7:00 pm  Confirmation  

Thursday, December 13 12 noon  MUGG @ Rendezvous Cafe 

Sunday, December 16 9:00 am  Worship — Led by our youth 

 10:15 am  Sunday School 

 10:15 am  Fellowship 

 6:00 pm  Beer and Hymns  

 

 

 

THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following members in your prayers this 

week:  Ed Dolan, Bob Thymian, Jane Kidwell, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen, and 

JoAnn Merrill. If there is someone that could be added to the Trinity Prayer Chain, 

please inform Jennie Lawrence by email at missjennae@yahoo.com. 

 

TRUMPET DEADLINE:  Please submit any items for the weekly Trinity Trumpet in writing 

by 9 am on Wednesday.  The Trumpet is emailed at noon each Wednesday.  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVERS NEEDED:  Trinity will be celebrating the birth of our 

Savior with worship services on Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24, at 4:30 pm, 6 

pm, and 9 pm.  If you are willing to serve at any of those services, please sign up on 

the Hub in the north entryway. 

 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  Trinity will be welcoming new members into our community of 

faith on Sunday, January 13, 2019.  If you would like to officially become “one of us”, 

please talk to Pastor Nate.  



 

 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE:  Family Promise has been one crucial way Trinity Lutheran 

lives out the gospel of Christ.  I want to thank Mike Nutter who has lead this ministry 

with grace and compassion.  Mike has been our congregational leader with Family 

Promise and his leadership has led to a successful first year of empowering families 

with vocation skills along with the goal of helping these families find sustainable 

housing.  Trinity generously shares our space with these families and Family Promise 

empowers and enables them to live self-sustainable lives.  At this time Trinity will need 

to form a Family Promise Committee to manage this ministry.  We are hoping to put 

together a group of 6 people to assist with this program.  If you would like to be a 

part of this fulfilling ministry please sign up at The Hub bulletin board.  

 

LEADERSHIP LAB REGISTRATION:  Youth entering their freshman year of high school 

through young adult are invited to sign up for this year’s Leadership Lab, which will 

take place July 22-27th, 2019  Please sign up at The Hub by January 15 so that we 

can start fund raising for this wonderful ministry.    

 

COOKIE EXCHANGE AND SOUP LUNCH:  Join us Wednesday December 19 from 11:30- 

1:00 at Trinity for an informal soup lunch and cookie exchange to add some good 

food and relaxing conversation to a busy Christmas season. Soup and chili will be 

provided. If you want to be part of the cookie exchange, bring 2 or 3 dozen of your 

favorite cookies you make for Christmas. Also print the same number of recipes to 

share. You will also want to bring an extra container to hold the cookies you get from 

the exchange. You should go home with an assortment of cookies, about the same 

number that you brought. This is a great way to have a variety of cookies to serve 

guests without having to bake 25 different kinds. Come on your lunch hour for a 

sweet experience!  

 

FUNERAL COMMITTEE:  Death is a part of our faithful journey and Trinity Lutheran 

needs to create a Funeral Committee to meet the needs of our grieving families.  We 

need a list of people who are able to assist with the funeral luncheon to provide 

deep Christian care for our members who are grieving.  Please consider sharing your 

time with our families navigating the difficult waters of death.  If you have previously 

expressed interest in this ministry, please sign up again so we can have an accurate 

list of willing leaders and helpers. 

 



  

 

 



 

 

Serving the Church 
THIS WEEK — December 9, 2018 

Lector:  Martin Greller 
 

Ushers and The Buckner Family 

Greeters:  
 

Nursery:  OPEN 
 

Stewards:   Carolyn Hazlett 

 Judy Moline 
 

Altar Guild: Laura Buckner 

 Marie Frick 

 Sara Muhsman 
 

Fellowship: Denise Greller 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

NEXT WEEK — December 16, 2018 

Lector:  Laura Buckner 
 

Ushers and Janet Talbott 

Greeters: Barb Rouse 

 Iris Brunett 
 

Nursery:  Marygrace Buckner 
 

Stewards:   Carolyn Hazlett 

 Judy Moline 
 

Altar Guild: Laura Buckner 

 Marie Frick 

 Sara Muhsman 
 

Fellowship: OPEN 
 

Flowers: OPEN 

Pastor…………………..……..…Pastor Nathan Keith 

Office Manager………....….………..Andrea Toven    

Congregation President…..………..Jennifer Zenor 

Accompanist…..……..……….………. Jinkun Jiang 

Youth and Sunday School Director...….Becky Dill 

Choir Director………………..………….Larry Hazlett 

Financial Secretary…………...…...…...Bev Gossett 

Financial Director…………………James Greening 
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