PRELUDE

WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN:
Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250)
FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10
1

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
6

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
7
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
10

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the
peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be
glorious.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

ADVENT PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING

Today we light the Bethlehem Candle. The candle of Bethlehem is a
symbol of making ready to receive the Baby Jesus into our hearts and
homes. We come again to this humble place, to the manger, to the
stable of Bethlehem. None among us comes from a humbler place.
Here the young and old, the rich and poor, are at home.
God, come to us, abide with us, and be our Immanuel.
God of light, let the light of the Advent Candle illuminate our hearts
to see this God born unto us. Then let that light reflect off our lives
and be spread to the ends of the earth, showing all people from all
places the hope that is coming.
God, come to us, abide with us, and be our Immanuel.

ADVENT HYMN: Joy to the World (ELW 267, verses 1-2)
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray together.
O Root of Jesse, O Peace, stir up your power within us, that in
this time we may await with abundant expectation the fulfillment
of your eternal presence in creation, for you live and reign among
us, Maker, Savior, and Giver of Life, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ANTHEM: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Ian Higginson)
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear,
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel,
shall come to thee, O Israel.
O Come, thou Rod of Jesse, free,
thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave;
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel,
shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by thine advent here,
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight;
Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel,
shall come to thee, O Israel.

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
1

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2
that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
3
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
4
Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
5
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
6
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
7
In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.
18
Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
19
And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13
4

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures
we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant
of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name”;
10
and again he says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
11
and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12
and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;

in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
13

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
3
This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.’ ”
4
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region
along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
7
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do
not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.
11
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY:
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
As the lector closes each petition:
Hear us, O God.
The people respond:
Your mercy is great.
May all that we ask and all that you see is needed in our world, be
given to your people; through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN:
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of
your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience
and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION

White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond:
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that
day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth
to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your
name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in his light
and truth and love now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN:
Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! (ELW 246)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Trinity Happenings
Sunday, December 8
2 Advent

9:00 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
1:30 pm

Worship
Fellowship
Sunday School
Christmas Festival

Tuesday, December 10

7:00 pm

Church Council

Wednesday, Dec. 11

10:00 am

Women’s Bible study
Oasis

Thursday, Dec. 12

5:55 pm
6:30 pm
7:15 pm

Dinner
Worship
Confirmation

12 noon

MUGG @ Rendezvous

THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following members
in your prayers this week: Ed Dolan, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen,
JoAnn Merrill, and Emily Consonni. If there is someone that could
be added to the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie
Lawrence by email at missjennae@yahoo.com.
QUESTIONS ABOUT GIVING? If you ever have any questions about
your financial gifts to Trinity, please contact Trinity’s financial
secretary, Alison Shaver, at alebeda@uwyo.edu. If you need an
up-to-date statement of giving, please contact the church office.

Serving in Worship
THIS WEEK — December 8, 2019
Lector: Jacob Burnett
Ushers and Greeters: OPEN
Stewards: Carolyn Hazlett
Altar Guild: Laura Buckner, Marie Frick, and Sara Muhsman
Fellowship: Helen Sussenguth and Betty Carstens
Flowers: OPEN

NEXT WEEK — December 15, 2019
Lector: Youth and Sunday School
Ushers and Greeters: Youth and Sunday School
Stewards: Carolyn Hazlett
Altar Guild: Laura Buckner, Marie Frick, and Sara Muhsman
Fellowship: Dottie Bock and Bev Gossett
Flowers: OPEN
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