
  

 



 

 

Welcome to Trinity! 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

GATHERING HYMN:  
Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10  

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 



  

 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

ADVENT PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING 
The Shepherds’ candle, the candle for the 3rd week in Advent is 
symbolic of the act of sharing Christ. 
 

After the angels told the shepherds about the birth of the Messiah it is 
written that they returned glorifying and praising God.  We too are 
shepherds.  We too have our paths.   
 

Sometimes they are smooth and sometimes the way is long and rough 
and difficult.   

God, come to us, abide with us, and be our Immanuel. 
 

We too, like the shepherd’s need the Gospel of God’s coming.  We too 
need the forgiveness and mercy of God presence.   
 

God of light, as we light this candle light our way like you did with the 
shepherds to the manger. 

God, come to us, abide with us, and be our Immanuel. 

 

ADVENT HYMN: Joy to the World (ELW 267, verses 1-3)  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray together.  
Holy God, your prophets have long spoken of the one who would 
come to save us.  Now the promise is fulfilled; now your kingdom 
has come near.  Send us as messengers of your way, to go and tell 
all the world of the wonders we have seen and the good news we 
have heard; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



 

 

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10  
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
 whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps promises forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed,  
 and food to those who hunger. 
 The Lord sets the captive free. 
8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind;  
 the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the Lord loves the righteous.  
9The Lord cares for the stranger; 
 the Lord sustains the orphan and widow,  
 but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The Lord shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!   

 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10  
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it 
until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, 
do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. 
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering 
and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord.  

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11  
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 



  

 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 
word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen 
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he.”  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: All Earth Is Hopeful (ELW 266)  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need.   
 

As the lector closes each petition: 
 Hear us, O God. 
The people respond: 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful 
expectation, that in each day and hour we may love and serve our 
neighbors, in Jesus’ name.   
Amen. 

 

PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN:  
     Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 
your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience 
and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 



  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 



 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that 
day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth 
to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your 
name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, keep you in his light 
and truth and love now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN: People, Look East (ELW 248)  
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE   
 



  

 

Trinity Happenings 

Sunday, December 15 9:00 am Worship 

3 Advent 10:15 am Fellowship 

 6:00 pm Beer and Hymns 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 10:00 am Women’s Bible study 

 7:15 pm Chancel Choir 

Thursday, Dec. 19 12 noon MUGG @ Rendezvous 
Sunday, December 22 9:00 am Worship 

4 Advent 10:15 am Fellowship 
Thursday, Dec. 24 6:30 pm Worship 

Christmas Eve 8:30 pm Worship 

Wednesday, Dec. 25 OFFICE CLOSED 

Christmas Eve  

Sunday, December 29 9:00 am Worship 

1 Christmas 10:15 am Fellowship 
 

THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following members 

in your prayers this week:  Ed Dolan, Addie Hopper, Marilyn Moen, 

JoAnn Merrill, and Emily Consonni. If there is someone that could 

be added to the Trinity Prayer Chain, please inform Jennie 

Lawrence by email at missjennae@yahoo.com. 

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT GIVING?  If you ever have any questions about 

your financial gifts to Trinity, please contact Trinity’s financial 

secretary, Alison Shaver, at alebeda@uwyo.edu.  If you need an 

up-to-date statement of giving, please contact the church office. 

 

2019 Year-To-Date as of November 30 

Expenses - $192.097.98 

Income - $203,823.08  



 

 



  

 



 

 

Serving in Worship 

THIS WEEK — December 15, 2019 

Lector: Youth 

Ushers and Greeters: Youth 

Stewards: OPEN 

Altar Guild: Laura Buckner, Marie Frick, and Sara Muhsman 
Fellowship: Dottie Bock and Bev Gossett 

Flowers: OPEN 

NEXT WEEK — December 22, 2019 

Lector: Martin Greller 

Ushers and Greeters: OPEN 

Stewards: OPEN 

Altar Guild: Laura Buckner, Marie Frick, and Sara Muhsman 
Fellowship: OPEN 

Flowers: OPEN 

Pastor …………………..……..… Pastor Nathan Keith 

Office Manager ………....….………... Andrea Toven    

Congregation President …..………... Jennifer Zenor 
Musicians ..…….…………………… The Trinity Combo 

Youth Minister ...……………………….....Sean Stayton 

Choir Director ……………………………. Larry Hazlett 

Financial Secretary ………….....…...… Alison Shaver 

Financial Director …...………………… Linda Lebeda 
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107 South 7th  ☩  Laramie, WY 82070  ☩  www.telclaramie.com 

Office: (307) 745-4222  ☩  telcofficemanager@gmail.com 

Pastor Nate: (307) 231-5371  ☩  pastornate3421@gmail.com 


