
  

 



 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 

GATHERING HYMN:  

In The Bleak Mid-Winter (ELW 294) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister 

begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 

mercy endures forever. Amen.  

Jesus our Lord came into an indifferent world, yet his life revealed the inner 

thoughts of many. Let us confess our sins before God and one another, that 

we may receive release from our sin.  

Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your  faithful children. 

We have kept silent in midst of prejudice and hatred. We have been 

idle in the face of violence and injustice. We have not been a light to the 

nations, and our lives have not revealed your glory. Forgive us, 

Merciful God. Repair the ugliness of our sin and restore in us your 

beautiful grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen.  



  

 

Beloved of God, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, as a bride 

adorns herself with her jewels, God covers us with the robe of 

righteousness. Know that you are forgiven in ☩ Jesus Christ and live as 

God’s beloved Amen.  
 

LITANY OF THE INCARNATION  
God looked around and saw the world which he has made a long time ago. 

And what he saw upset him. In one place, preachers were talking about 

peace, priests were talking about peace, prophets were talking about peace. 

So much talking, but there was no peace. There was only talking to hide the 

noises of war.  God sighed a heavy sigh.  
 

In another place, people were building, building banks and storehouses, 

building monuments to their own greed, building ladders for their careers. 

So much building, while the poor became poorer and the scaled of justice 

were biased to the rich.  God sighed a heavy sigh.  
 

In another place, people were doing their own thing, doing their own thing 

about loving, doing their own thing about trusting, doing their own thing 

about healing. So much doing their own thing, but the truth was that 

nothing was being done, for all were divided, suspicious and lonely.  

God sighed a heavy sigh.  
 

In another place, people were worshipping, worshipping what their hands 

had made, worshipping what their money had bought, worshipping what 

their fantasies had imagined. So much worshipping, but no faith and no 

hope and no God.   God sighed a heavy sigh.  
 

Then God had a brainwave. I’ll send … I’ll send …  

I’ll go there myself … but how?  
 

God called a meeting of his three selves … the Creator, the Word, and the 

Spirit.  

I move that the Word goes,  

Said the creator.  
 

I second that.  

Said the Spirit.  
 

Wait a minute!  

Said the Word.  
 

But there was no minute, for there was no time. So the Word became flesh: 

tiny and frail flesh, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, the son of 

Joseph and Mary.  
 



 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  What Child Is This (ELW 296) 

 
GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together.  
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human 
nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let 
us share the divine life of the one who came to share our 
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen 
ephod. 19His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to 
him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "May 



  

 

the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she 
made to the LORD"; and then they would return to their home. 
26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor 
with the LORD and with the people.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM: Psalm 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord| from the heavens; praise God | in the    
heights. 
2Praise the Lord, | all you angels; sing praise, all you | hosts of 
heaven. 
3Praise the Lord, | sun and moon; sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
4Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens,  and you waters a- | bove 
the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name | of the Lord, who commanded, and they | 
were created, 
6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, giving them a law 
that shall not | pass away.  
7Praise the Lord| from the earth, you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, | snow and fog, tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s 
will; 
9mountains | and all hills, fruit trees | and all cedars; 
10wild beasts | and all cattle, creeping things and | flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, princes and all rulers | of 
the world; 
12young | men and maidens, old and | young together.  
13Let them praise the name | of the Lord, whose name only is 
exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for 
all | faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are 
near the Lord. | Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17  
12As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with 
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 
And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 
and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.  



 

 

17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

41Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 
Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual 
for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to 
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did 
not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they 
went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their 
relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; 
and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? 
Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
anxiety." 49He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50But they did not 
understand what he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and 
came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all 
these things in her heart. 
52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 
human favor.  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  
 



  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 

As the lector closes each petition: 
 Hear us, O God. 
The people respond: 

Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift 
these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING 
Please place offering at the end of service as you leave the church. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 
your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience 
and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 



  

 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in God’s grace.   Amen. 

 



 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in 
this meal we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take 
flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory 
made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with 

grace and mercy.  The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you 
peace.   
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN:  
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270)  



  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Happenings: 
Sunday, January 3:  9:00 am Worship Service 

Wednesday, January 6: 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study 

Sunday, January 10:  9:00 am Worship Service 

Sunday, January 31:  11:00 am Annual Meeting via Zoom 

 

*Women’s Bible Study will NOT meet on Dec 30 

 

 

 

 

THOSE NEEDING OUR PRAYERS: Please keep the following 

members in your prayers this week:  The Dockter Family, Tary 

Staton, Ed Dolan, Marilyn Moen’s Family, and Emily Consonni. If 

there is someone that could be added to the Trinity Prayer Chain, 

please inform Jennie Lawrence by email at 

missjennae@yahoo.com. 

 

QUESTIONS ABOUT GIVING?  If you ever have any questions about 

your financial gifts to Trinity, please contact Trinity’s financial 

secretary, Alison Shaver, at alebeda@uwyo.edu.  If you need an 

up-to-date statement of giving, please contact the church office. 

 

2020 Giving:  Year-To-Date as of November 30 

Expenses - $186,394.87 

Income - $188,802.84  
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107 South 7th  ☩  Laramie, WY 82070  ☩  www.telclaramie.com 

Office: (307) 745-4222  ☩  telcofficemanager@gmail.com 

Pastor Nate: (307) 231-5371  ☩  pastornate3421@gmail.com 

TODAY — Dec 27, 2020 

Lector:  OPEN 

Ushers and Greeters: OPEN 

Altar Guild:  Lindsay Conyers 

Sunday, Jan 3, 2021 

Lector: OPEN 

Ushers and Greeters: OPEN 

Altar Guild:  OPEN 


