
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING 
The assembly gathers in silence. 

 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO LENT 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We 
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy 
Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that 
have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the 
faith that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we 
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 

 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 



HYMN:  The Glory of These Forty Days (ELW 320)  
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding 
us 
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal 
life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

People may come forward to receive the ashes. 

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, 
saying: 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, 
and the minister continues. 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 



HYMN:  

God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-12 
1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
  Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me 
 and delight to know my ways, 
  as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
  they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 
 3"Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" 
  Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
  Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 



 5Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
  Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
  Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
  to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
  your vindicator shall go before you,  
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
  If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
  then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The LORD will guide you continually, 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
  and make your bones strong; 
  and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
  you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 

 

  Word of God, word of life. 
  Thanks be to God. 

 



SECOND READING: Genesis 3:14-19 
14The Lord GOD said to the serpent, 
  "Because you have done this, 
  cursed are you among all animals 
  and among all wild creatures; 
  upon your belly you shall go, 
  and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
  and between your offspring and hers; 
  he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel." 
 16To the woman he said, 
  "I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
  in pain you shall bring forth children, 
  yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
 and he shall rule over you." 
 17And to the man he said, 
  "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
  and have eaten of the tree 
  about which I commanded you, 
  'You shall not eat of it,' 
  cursed is the ground because of you; 
  in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
 18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
  and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
 19By the sweat of your face 
  you shall eat bread 
  until you return to the ground, 
  for out of it you were taken; 
  you are dust, 
  and to dust you shall return." 

 Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON         
 



HYMN OF THE DAY:  They’ll Know We are Christians  

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with 
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we 
receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



PREFACE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 

Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
Reflective music provided for Communion contemplation. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
The assembly stands to receive the blessing. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 



THE MAGNIFICAT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONCLUDING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. 
Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who 
are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above 
all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FINAL BLESSING 

 
When finished, please be seated for a time of quiet contemplation, and 

when ready, depart in silence. 


