
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING 
The assembly gathers in silence. 

 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INVITATION TO LENT 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We 
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy 
Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that 
have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith 
that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we 
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 



HYMN:  The Glory of These Forty Days (ELW 320)  
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

People may come forward to receive the ashes. 

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying: 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

After those who desire ashes have received them, the minister continues. 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ . 
Amen. 

 



RESPONSIVE PSALM 51: 

Please join in the bolded refrains at the leader’s signal.  
Have mercy, Lord, in Your kindness, 
In Your compassion blot out my offences. 
Have mercy, Lord, in Your kindness, 
In Your compassion blot out my offences. 
 

Truly I know them all my offences 
My sin is ever before me, O lord. 
Against You alone have I sinned. 
 

Glorify me, then I shall be clean. 
Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Glorify me, then I shall be clean. 
Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

A pure heart create for me, O Lord. 

Put a steadfast spirit deep within me, 

Nor cast me away from Your presence. 

Deprive me not of Your Spirit, o Lord. 
 

O rescue me, God my Helper, 
And my tongue shall declare all of Your goodness. 
O rescue me, God my Helper, 
And my tongue shall declare all of Your goodness. 
 

For in sacrifice you take no delight in; 

Burnt offerings from me You would refuse. 

My sacrifice is a contrite spirit, 

My humble heart You will not spurn. 

My sacrifice is a contrite spirit, 

My humble heart You will not spurn. 
 

Have mercy, Lord, in Your kindness, 

In Your compassion blot out my offences. 
 

FIRST  READING: 2 Corinthians 5:20b-8a, 6:10 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our 

sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 
 

 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the 

grace of God in vain. 2For he says,  

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 



See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We 

are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 

found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended 

ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, 

hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 

sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, 

holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of 

God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 

left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute…treated as 

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-19 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; 
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does 
not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God's love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, 
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the 
Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 
God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us.  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

         
SERMON 
 



SERMON HYMN:  
Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)   



INTERCESSIONS 

OFFERING 
Please place offering in one of the Bulletin Stand offering plates at the end 

of worship as you leave the church. 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 
with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which 
we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 



MAGNIFICAT 



CONCLUDING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Re-
new us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are 
poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all 
that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

FINAL BLESSING 
 

When finished, please be seated for a time of quiet contemplation, and 
when ready, depart in silence. 


