AM I A GOD NEAR BY,
SAYS THE LORD,
AND NOT A GOD FAR OFF




Sunday, August 14th, 2016
Service of Holy Eucharist

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!

We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is
available in the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us
to bring the bread and wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.

Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children
ages 5 years and younger. If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of
the ushers to get the attendant. A changing table is available in the nursery.

Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the
end of the row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or someone
you know would like a visit from one of our staff, please inform the Pastor.

Prayer request cards are in the pew racks. Please hand to an usher during the hymn
following the sermon.

WELCOME... We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided
attention and devotion. Today, in the assembly, we are surrounded by “so great a cloud of witnesses.”
In the word and in the holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith.”

PRELUDE
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
abounding in steadfast love toward us,
healing the sick and raising the dead,
showering us with every good gift.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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Just and gracious God,

we come to you for healing and life.
Our sins hurt others and diminish us;
we confess them to you.

Our lives bear the scars of sin;

we bring these also to you.

Show us your mercy, O God.

Bind up our wounds,

forgive us our sins,

and free us to love,

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The apostle Paul assures us:

“When we were dead in our trespasses,

God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross.”
Jesus says to you, + “Your sins are forgiven.”
Be at peace, and tell everyone

how much God has done for you.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: “Soli Deo Gloria” (ELW 878)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal
for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and,
following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies”

(by Rachel Aarons with text by Charles Wesley)
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FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s
reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false
prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw.

A reading from Jeremiah.

“Am I a God near by, says the LorD, and not a God far off? ““Who can hide in secret places
so that I cannot see them? says the LorD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LorD. I
have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have
dreamed, I have dreamed!” “"How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those
who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? “'They plan to make my
people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot
my name for Baal. ““Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has
my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD.
“Is not my word like fire, says the LorD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 82
The psalm for the day is sung.

'God stands to charge the divine coun- | cil assembled,
giving judgment in the midst | of the gods:
““How long will you | judge unjustly,
and show favor | to the wicked?
“Save the weak | and the orphan;
defend the hum- | ble and needy;
“rescue the weak | and the poor;
deliver them from the power | of the wicked.
"They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- | bout in darkness;
all the foundations of the | earth are shaken.
‘Now I say to you, | ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of | the Most High;
'nevertheless, you shall | d1e hke mortals,
and fall like | any prince.’
“Arise, O God, and | rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations | for your own.
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29--12:2

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find
examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of
witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.

A reading from Hebrews.

“’By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been
encircled for seven days. *'By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

”And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—"'who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, “quenched raging fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. “Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured,
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. “°Others suffered mocking
and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. *'They were stoned to death, they were sawn
in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented— "of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

“Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, “since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be
made perfect.

' Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is
set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at
the right hand of the throne of God.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to
God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection,
even from those they love.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed!
“'Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!
“From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three;
“they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

“He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately
say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you
say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. Y ou hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the
present time?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them.

SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “ Lift High the Cross” (ELW 660)
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in Christ and rising to serve, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A briefsilence.

God near to us, increase your people’s passion to share how Christ transforms lives. Raise up
prophets in your church, Lord, to interpret the word and the world today. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Renewing God, we pray for scorched places that need rain, those recovering from disaster,
and those needing balance. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of power, administer justice. Pour your spirit of compassion and mercy into those who
hold the lives of others in their hands. We pray for all who are persecuted or imprisoned for
their beliefs. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Compassionate God, save us from being overwhelmed by addictions, medical conditions,
competition, and fear. Comfort all in need in body, mind, or spirit. We pray especially

for Sharon Leder; Terry Beyer; Joe Fabian; Eleanore Barrett; Trey Sherwood; Trey Muhsman;
Barb & Tom Page; Lorraine Saulino-Klein; Judy Rohr; the family of Marion Klinger; and the
family of Pam Kruse. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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Give wisdom to our community, Lord. Help us discern your will for our life and ministry
together, even when it may divide or challenge us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We thank you, O God, for the great cloud of witnesses that surrounds us. Gather us with all
the saints around your throne on the last day. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting your promise to hear us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

LITURGY OF INTERNSHIP BEGINNING

PM:

CL:

INT:

It is the task of the intern, under the direction of the supervising pastor, to be fully involved in
the life and work of ministry in this congregation, so that she may obtain experience in the
practice of pastoral ministry. Together, we are a partner with Halcyon as she becomes a
learning colleague in this ministry. And so, today we celebrate the beginning of this
partnership between Halcyon and the members of Trinity Lutheran Church.

I ask you, Halcyon, are you willing to assume your partnership in ministry here and will you
seek under God’s guidance to fulfill that ministry to God’s glory? If so, answer “I am ready.
May God help and empower me in this ministry.”

“I am ready. May God help and empower me in this ministry.”

Congregation is invited to rise.

PM:

CL:

ALL:

PM:

It is your opportunity as members of this congregation to accept this intern as a worker within
our congregational ministry, to invite and welcome Halcyon into your homes, and in every
way strengthen and encourage her in this year of service.

Now I ask you, will you receive this servant of God as a laborer in the Gospel of Christ and
uphold and support Halcyon in every way? If so, answer “Yes, with God’s help.”

“Yes, with God’s help.”

Almighty God, by whose call we are at work, bless and empower us in our ministry together.
Let us pray...

Almighty God, we ask you to bless Halcyon and to bless this congregation. Offer your
continual help to us as we labor in your love and service; grant us your spirit and power, your

wisdom and steadfastness of faith, and your hope for all good things. We ask this through our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 1



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN: “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” (ELW 182)
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.
God of mercy and grace,

the eyes of all wait upon you,

and you open your hand in blessing.

Fill us with good things at your table,

that we may come to the help of all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet.
Welcome to the feast.

13



COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (ELW 697)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The assembly stands to receive the blessing.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the prayer.

O God, as a mother comforts her child,

so you comfort your people,

carrying us in your arms

and satisfying us with this food and drink,
the body and blood of Christ.

Send us now as your disciples,
announcing peace and proclaiming

that the reign of God has come near;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor

and + give you peace.
Amen.

PARISH SHARING TIME

Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in

God’s mission in the world.

SENDING HYMN: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (ELW 858)

The assembly stands.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Proclaim the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Serving the Chureh

THIS WEEK—August 14, 2016 NEXT WEEK—August 21, 2016
Preacher: Pastor Don Holmstrom Preacher: Intern Halcyon Bjornstad
Presider: 9:00AM Pastor Rachel Presider: 9:00AM Pastor Rachel
Lector: 9:00AM Intern Halcyon Lector: 9:00AM  Andrea Toven
Acolyte: 9:00AM Silja Alexander Acolyte: 9:00AM  Rebecca Lyford
Ushers:  9:00AM Cindy & Steve Ushers: 9:00AM  The Jablin

Barrett Family
Greeters: 9:00AM Roberta & Al Greeters: 9:00AM  Georgia Mitchell
Schimek Barb Rouse

Nursery: 9:00AM Kelcey Anderson ~ Nursery: 9:00AM  Susanna Holmstrom

Stewards: Margot Birkholz & Ed Hiller
Altar Guild: Janet Talbott
Coffee Fellowship: Cookies!!!

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

107 South 7th Street ~ Laramie, Wyoming 82070
(307) 745-4222 www.telclaramie.com

PASTON ...t Rachel Larson Email: pastorrachel@qwestoffice.net Cell: (507) 317-5047
INtEIN...uceveeevieeteeeeet e Halcyon Bjornstad Email: ipastor@qwestoffice.net

Parish Secretary...........ccooecevuveinnns James Greening Email: telc@qwestoffice.net

Congregation President.................. Stephen Boss
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Choir Director..........ccuevuecieceecrennan, Larry Hazlett

Financial Secretary.............cccccuueuuu.... Bev Gossett

TreasUrer ... Susan Manown ‘Th]}’ ij‘ CA"ij‘f'j' cﬁm‘cém
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