
 
 
 
 

There’s Something In Your Eye! 

Most people you meet can identify a phrase like "Don't take the splinter out of your 
neighbor's eye when there's a log in your own," as a Jesus-ism. It has that kind of 
slightly wordy, slightly obscure, pedantic beat to it. (And it is a Jesus-ism: It occurs 
with small variations in Matthew, Luke, and Thomas, but not Mark or John.) As 
with most Jesus-isms it has a traditional meaning that ignores it's biblical context. 
In common living it's a defensive phrase to say "Don't judge me! You are far 
worse!" The popularity of this defensive usage is probably because the phrase re-
verses and amplifies whatever criticism the speaker just received and directs it back 
at the person who made that criticism.  
 
In Matthew the "log in your eye" teaching is part of a long list of things that Jesus 
teaches his Disciples on a mountain. The list goes on and on, and by the end of it 
crowds seem to have appeared because all who heard him are amazed. Matthew's 
version is (7.3-7.5). In Luke the "log in your eye" teaching is part of a shorter list, 
but the list is part of what Jesus teaches to a crowd after healing them. The list ends 
abruptly, and Jesus travels to Capernaum. Luke's version (6.41-6.42) has address 
spoken to the brother, a reflexive pronoun added, and minor rewording, but other-
wise is an exact copy of Matthew's. Thomas, as always, is totally without context. 
Admittedly it might not have been spoken in a lecture setting like Matthew and 
Luke, but there's nothing to suggest otherwise (Verse 26) It's essentially the same as 
Matthew and Luke, but more concise. 
 
All three of these biblical uses of the "log in your eye" teaching include a second half 
that doesn't make it into the common-living-defensive-use. Depending on what the 
"log" is analogous to the meaning changes: 
 
1) Before you help someone, make sure you are not suffering the same problem you 
are trying to solve. 

2) After you've fixed a problem with yourself, you may fix that problem in others, 
but not before. 

3) If you are unenlightened, you won't know it, and can only enlighten others if you 
somehow become enlightened yourself first. 

4) Flaws are easily seen in others, but even a large flaw in yourself is invisible: 
Therefore fix whatever you see in others in yourself first. 

5) Judging others is okay as long as you are certain that judgement doesn't apply to 
you too. and more.... 

So the "log in eye" teaching could be one of many meanings, and because of the sec-
ond half of the teaching, few or none of those meanings align with the common-
living-defensive-use. The common use reminds me of family car rides "I'm not 
touching you!" "No, I'm not touching you!" And you can guess how productive those 
arguments were! 

Sincerely, Your Fellow Member, 

 Charles Nye 

November  2016 
Volume 16, Issue 8 

TRINITY 
EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Goodbyes ............................ 2 

Feedback Surveys .............. 3 

Fall Dinner ......................... 4 

Fiscal/Attendance .............. 5 

Calendar ............................. 7 

Servers for November ........ 8 



IVINSON             
MEMORIAL 

Ivinson Memorial is in  

desperate need of volunteer 

help to transport patients 

and/or family members to 

local areas. 
 

If you can help, please   

contact Rev. Rhett Ivey, 

Chaplain, at 307-755-4459. 

 

WE SAY GOODBYE TO HALCYON... 

Dearest Friends 
in Christ, 

 

The Service of Godspeed for 
Intern Halcyon Bjornstad was 
held at Trinity last month.  In 
discussion with church council, 
it was thought that the         
congregation would like to 
know more about the details of 
her departure and her future. 

About two weeks before her 
departure, Halcyon contacted 
the Internship Coordinator at 
Wartburg Seminary to discuss 
some concerns she had re-
garding her fit at Trinity.  She 
did not request or anticipate a 
transfer of internship sites, 
however, the Internship       
Program Director at Wartburg 
decided it would be the best for 
her to transfer to another site—
one which had recently lost an 
intern.  She is being placed in a 
large congregation in          
Wisconsin where their intern 
announced he was quitting 
seminary and left immediately.  
 

 
The Internship Coordinator at 
Wartburg informed me that the 
church was very pleased to 
have her come.  Also,          
Halcyon’s time with us will be 
fully credited to her internship 
requirement.  
 
In my discussion with the      

Internship Coordinator, he 
stressed that Trinity is still   
considered one of their        
preferred sites because of the 
campus setting, the involve-
ment of the congregation and 
the pastoral mentorship that we 
have provided to the interns 
currently and over the 
years.  They will be pleased to 
provide us with an intern in the 
future when we choose to do 
so.                                         

Halcyon is moving to a town 
close to Madison, WI, which is 
where the Internship             
Coordinator lives.  She is mov-
ing directly there and will start 
her new assignment soon 
thereafter.  She is very excited 
about the move.  
 
We wish her the very best as 
she moves closer to her goals.   
 

Signed Sincerely, 

Thomas Edgar,  

Internship Committee       
Chairman  

“Trinity is still considered one of their           
preferred sites…” 

PRAYER            
REQUESTS FOR 

NOVEMBER 

Please keep the following 

members in your prayers 

this month: Eleanore 

Barrett, Rylie Heggie, 

Shirley Heggie, Linda 

Anderson, Lindsey    

Meyer, Matthew Thissell, 

Justin Fredin, Derk 

Lyford, and Peter     

Munson. 
 

Please inform Jennie 

Lawrence of any prayer   

requests you may have. 
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Dear Trinity Friends: 
 
 

Over the past few weeks, Pastor Rachel has progressively entered into a            
significant depression, with marked anxiety. She is unable to do her work as pastor 

of Trinity Lutheran Church.   
 

Both Rachel and members of Church Council have discussed this with the Synod 
Office and we are going through the prescribed process to have Rachel placed on 
Disability through Portico/Liberty Mutual, the ELCA entity that manages retire-
ment and health benefits.  Council will keep the Congregation informed on our 

progress. 
 

Also, I want to make a comment about our Intern Halcyon who recently left     
Trinity.  Due to privacy and legal issues I can only release minimal details.      

Halcyon did not leave due to conflicts with our Pastor or with anyone else in the 
congregation.  In light of certain health issues on her part, Wartburg decided that 

she would do better in a different environment where the main Pastor was not also 
facing health issues.  The decision to reassign Halcyon was made by Wartburg 

Seminary in her best interests.    
 

More information will follow as we work through these issues. 
   

In Christ’s Love,  

Stephen C. Boss  
Trinity Council President 

FEEDBACK SURVEYS! 

 
Please take the time to fill out both your Updated Contact Information and the anonymous Feedback 

Form that were recently mailed to all members.  This information is vital and will be used to guide  
decisions for Trinity's future direction and focus. 

 
The Updated Contact Information and the Feedback Form can be filled out and returned to the box 

located on the table in the North Lobby Narthex here at Trinity.   
 

However, if you prefer, the Feedback Survey can also be taken anonymously online at this link: 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NZQ8XC2 

http://telclaramie.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c005a7f56edaf2c571e0ab4b&id=b01a892ab5&e=93c723739c


FALL FESTIVAL 
DINNER 

 

Our annual Thanksgiving 
Potluck will take place on 

November 6th, beginning at 
12 noon, in the Rohr Fellow-

ship Hall.  This is also All 
Saints Sunday, so we are 
calling it our Fall Festival 

Dinner!   
 

Once again we are asking 
members of our congrega-
tion to provide turkeys and 

all the trimmings!  A sign up 
list is posted in the Gruver 

room to aid in what you may 
wish to contribute.  

 
Drinks, plus plate settings, 

will be provided.   
 

Any and all that wish to help 
set up or clean up are        
encouraged to contact     

Kris Oolman at 399-8801.   
 

We will need help more on 
the actual day itself, carving 

turkeys, making  gravy, 
cleaning up, etc.   

 
We will meet in the kitchen 
by 10:45 on the 6th to get 

things organized. 
 

 

New Programs Continue! 

Wednesday Evening  

Education (WEE!) 
WEE! has started its new school year with great success, 

food, and attendance! We have had several members       

participate, including members who cannot attend on    

Sunday due to work commitments.   

Our Theme for October was Jesus Feeds 5000! 

5:15-5:45 Supper 

6:00-6:20 Holden Evening Pray 

6:30-6:55 Education time 

7:00  Confirmation and Choir 

 

November will be just as fun, so be sure to join us!  

And remember, WEE! is for all ages!!  

 

Sunday Mornings 
There are still plenty of opportunities to learn on Sunday 

mornings as well! 

 

Trinity offers an educational program that is open to       

children Pre K- 6th grade.  This is a mix-aged group, but 

promises to be a fun-filled theological adventure.  Please 

join Becky Dill as she leads children in this educational time 

at 9:15. 

 

The Jr. & Sr. High Youth will also be meeting on Sunday 

mornings at 9:15am in the Youth Room, so be sure to attend 

so you can get involved with your fellow Trinity Teen    

members!  

EDUCATION AT TRINITY 
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Y 
our Trinity Church Council is 

here to serve you!  Please feel 

free to contact them or to   

attend a committee meeting to let 

them know what you think Trinity 

needs! 

The following is the list of            

Council Members and                   

Committee Assignments: 

 

 

Margot Birkholz—Fellowship 

Steve Boss—President/Property 

Lindsay Conyers—V.P./Worship & Music 

Edward Hiller—Stewardship 

Diahann Jablin—Evangelism/Youth 

Rachel Larson—Pastor/Vision 

OPEN—Social Ministry 

Mark Lyford—Finance/Stewardship 

OPEN—Campus Ministry 

Judy Moline—Christian Education 

Charles Nye—Property/Youth 

Kris Oolman—Secretary/Fellowship 

Mark Stayton—Mutual Ministries 

Attendance for the Month of October: 
 

Oct 2nd—83     
Oct 9th—74    Total for October:   307 
Oct 16th—77    2016 Avg Per Sunday:   72 
Oct 23rd—73                    
 

91 more members attended last Oct. than this Oct. 
2016’s Average Attendance is 55,  which is the same as last year’s 55! 

CURRENT FISCAL STATUS... 

As of October 28,  2016, Trinity’s fiscal status is: 

Oct. Income:   $22,505.86  YTD Income:  $187,660.34 

Oct. Expenses:  $19,387.51   YTD Expenses:   $204,212.28 

Net Income/Loss:  $3,118.35      -$16,551.94 

 

Please keep Trinity’s finances in your daily prayers and offerings! 

2016 TRINITY CHURCH COUNCIL! 
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TRINITY CLASSIFIEDS... 
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Things are always happening around here!   

Take a look at the many opportunities available, get involved, thank someone, make an 

announcement, or send an invitation to your fellow members! 

TURN IN YOUR 

PINK SLIPS! 

Please be sure to update your 

contact information on the 

pink slips located on the 

North Lobby table at Church.  

Even if nothing has changed, 

please turn in one of the slips 

so we can be sure we have the 

latest contact info! 

TURKEY TROT 

The 17th Annual Turkey 
Trot and Gobble Wobble 

will be Saturday, Nov. 
5th, starting at 9am , 

at the COMEA Homeless 
Shelter in Cheyenne. This 
Thrivent event helps raise 
awareness and funds for 

Cheyenne’s homeless 
shelter. For more info, 

please visit 
www.comearace.org. 

ALL SAINTS 

DAY 

November 6th is All 
Saints Sunday!  

Be sure to fill out 
one of the yellow 
slips if you would 

like to remember a 
beloved Saint      

during the service! 

CHRISTMAS 

SHOE BOX 

Operation Christmas 

Child Shoe Boxes 

must be completed 

and turned in by 

Nov. 20th.  

The Hillers could use 

help filling boxes as 

well! 

 Empty boxes are 

available at church, 

or you can bring    

donations to fill   

others’ boxes. 

We will also be    

participating in    

other Christmas   

giving opportunities, 

such as Lutheran 

Disaster Services,  

local  children’s 

backpacks, and     

donations for the 

Lakota people.   

Please see Jennie 

Lawrence or        

Ed Hiller for                 

more details. 

Reach Out! 
Our shut-in members 

would love to hear from 
you, so please feel free to 
send them a letter or stop 

in for a visit. 

They are:  

Ed Dolan,                     
Joan Dana,                    

Bob Thymian,              
Jane Kidwell,                

Addie Hopper,              
and Daniel Travsky. 

Council Minutes 

The latest Trinity Church 

Council Approved 

Minutes are available 

now in the Gruver Room!  

Check them out and stay 

up to date! 
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David Montgomery 3 

Laura Ricklefs  5 

Hailey Anderson 7 

Caroline Bredehoft 7 

Christopher Henry 7 

Mary Beth Garson 8 

Libby Lankford 8 

Kris Oolman  8 

Andrea Blackmon 8 

Jerry Devin  9 

Georgia Mitchell 9 

Barb Rouse   9 

 

 

Elizabeth Edgar 10 

Gary McKim  10 

Tammy Heggie 14 

Maxwell Wine  15 

Rory Telander  16 

Margo Birkholz 17 

Garrison Bennett 19 

Sarah Sorenson 20 

Marilyn Johnson 22 

Norman Johnson 22 

 

 

 

 

Eric Schimek  22 

Nancy Shaw  22 

Rhonda Anderson 23 

Michael Renniesen 23 

Amy Wright  26 

Anna Brande  27 

Steve Marshall 27 

Lois Hiller  29 

Les Ommen  29 

Hank Cossairt  30 

Matthew Oolman 30 

Joe Rottman  30 

 

SERVING THE CHURCH—NOVEMBER 2016 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS! 

   

  
Nov 6 Nov 13 Nov 20 Nov 27 

Lector –  
E—Judi Weatherwax 
L—Debbe Conyers 

E—Wayne Sutherland 
L—Trey Sherwood 

E—Trey Muhsman 
L—Lindsay Conyers 

E—Steve Boss 
L—Martin Greller 

Acolyte –  
E—Carl Buckner 
L—Kent Henry 

E—Lauren Frick 
L—Rebecca Lyford 

E—MacKenzie Muhsman 
L—Beth Ferris 

E—Rylie Heggie 
L—Aidan Lavato 

Usher(s) –  

E—Laura Buckner & 
Betty Carstens 
L—Jan & Klaus      
Hanson 

E—Jennie Lawrence & 
Mark Rehwaldt 
L—Shirley Heggie & 
Georgia Mitchell 

E—Marie Frick &      
Keith Ensley 
L—Jason & Jolene   
Roesler 

E—The Anderson 
Family 
L—Mike Smith & 
Helen Sussenguth 

Greeter(s) –  
E—The Jablin Family 
L—Ed & Lois Hiller 

E—The Schimek  
Family 
L—Barb Rouse &  
Mike Smith 

E—Mike Nutter &        
Janet Talbott 
L—Sharon Leder &    
Helen Sussenguth 

E—Marie Frick & 
Judi Weatherwax 
L—Roger & Wendy 
Bredehoft 

Nursery           
Attendant –  

E—Kate Jablin 
L—Marygrace Buckner 

E—Madie Jablin 
L—Derk Lyford 

E—Kelcey Anderson 
L—Marygrace Buckner 

E—Kate Jablin 
L—Derk Lyford 

Altar Guild Mike Nutter Mike Nutter Mike Nutter Mike Nutter 

Stewards 
Mark Lyford &   
Charles Nye 

Mark Lyford & 
Charles Nye 

Mark Lyford &       
Charles Nye 

Mark Lyford & 
Charles Nye 

Fellowship The Andersons OPEN OPEN OPEN 

Flowers The Andersons The Schimeks OPEN OPEN 
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TRINITY  

EVANGELICAL  

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Pastor  

Rachel S. Larson 

pastorrachel@qwestoffice.net 

507-317-5047 

 

Church Secretary 

James C. Greening 
 

Financial Secretary 

Bev Gossett 
 

Treasurer 

Susan Manown 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 
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