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Ash Wednesday
March 1, 2017, 7:00pm

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!

e We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is available.
Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us to bring the bread and wine to you,
please notify one of the ushers.

e Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or someone you know would
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Nate or Secretary James.

WELCOME... We pray your worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

Ash Wednesday:

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the
baptismal waters of Easter. As we hear in today’s readings, now is the acceptable time to
return to the Lord. During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism
into Christ’s death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and
frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in
which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long
for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter feast to come.

GATHERING

The assembly gathers in silence.
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING HYMN “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” (ELW 608)

SERVICE OF LIGHT—HOLDEN
Please refer to The Holden Evening Prayer booklet, Page 1.

INVITATION TO LENT
The assembly is seated.

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’
passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.



We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy.
We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the
discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and
works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey
through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN

The presiding minister leads the following confession.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another,

and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault,

by our own fault,

by our own most grievous fault,

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to
you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.



Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we
confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

People may come forward to receive the ashes.

Ministers mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister
continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

FIRST READING: JOEL 2:1-2, 12-17
SECOND READING: ISAIAH 58:1-12
SERMON READING: PSALM 113: 1-9
SERMON

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (ELW 249)

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.

OFFERING

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All who thirst, all who hunger,
Come and be filled with the goodness of God.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Reflective music provided for Communion contemplation.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The assembly stands to receive the blessing.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



CONCLUDING PRAYER
Let us pray.

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of
baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-
indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

THE ANNUNCIATION—HOLDEN
Please refer to The Holden Evening Prayer booklet, Page §.

FINAL BLESSING—HOLDEN
Please refer to The Holden Evening Prayer booklet, Page 12.

When finished, please be seated for a time of quiet contemplation, and when ready,

depart in silence.
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