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Sunday, April 24, 2016
The Fifth Sunday of Easter



Sunday, April 24, 2016
Service of Holy Eucharist

To all who join in worship, we are grateful that you are here today!

e We invite all believers in Christ to receive the Sacrament with us. White grape juice is available in
the glass chalice. Gluten-free wafers are also available. If you would like us to bring the bread and
wine to you, please notify one of the ushers.

e Nursery attendants are available during worship just off the South Lobby area for children ages 5
years and younger. If you arrive and no one is in the nursery, please notify one of the ushers to get
the attendant. A changing table is available in the nursery.

e Pew Pads are located at the end of each pew. Please sign in and pass them down to the end of the
row so we can note that you attended worship with us today. If you or someone you know would
like a visit from one of our staff, please inform Pastor Rachel or Intern Jennifer.

e Prayer request cards are in the pew racks. Please hand to an usher during the hymn following the
sermon.

WELCOME... We pray this worship time is enriching for your spiritual life.

The Fifth Sunday of Easter:

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Lord is
making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today
the Lord Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.

PRELUDE

GATHERING

Christ is risen. Alleluia!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.



Let us come into the light,
the revealing and healing light of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of grace and glory,

you have brought us through the night of sin
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection.

Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin.
Make us alive in Christ, O God.

Make us new as you make all things new.
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin,
renew us in grace,

and restore us to living in your holiness,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne!
The light of the risen Christ

puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin,
restores innocence to the fallen,

casts out hate, brings peace,

and humbles earthly pride.

Jesus Christ loves you

and * frees you from your sins by his blood.

To him be glory and dominion forever and ever!
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” (ELW 377)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and
peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHOIR ANTHEM: “To His Garden” (§AM service only)
(1826 Kentucky Harmony, Arr. By Susan Matsui)

The Lord into his garden comes, the spices yield a rich perfume,
The lilies grow and thrive, the lilies grow and thrive.

Refreshing show ’rs of grace divine from Jesus flow to every vine.
And make the dead revive, and make the dead revive.

Come children, you who love the Lord, who taste the sweetness of his word,
In Jesus’ word now live, in Jesus’ word now live!

Unfurling to the Light divine, Let your leaves and blossoms intertwine,
Bearing fruit in Christian love, bearing fruit in Christian love.

YOUTH CHOIR ANTHEM: (10:30AM service only)



FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of pagan believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the
Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ own
testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.

A reading from Acts.

'Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. “So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers
criticized him, ‘saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?”” “Then
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and
in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven,
being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. “As I looked at it closely I saw four
-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 'I also heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” ‘But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ "But a second time the voice answered from heaven,
‘“What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” '“This happened three times; then
everything was pulled up again to heaven. ''At that very moment three men, sent to me from
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. '"The Spirit told me to go with them and not to
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. "He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; "he will give you a message by
which you and your entire household will be saved.” "And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. '°And I remembered the word of the
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit.” "'If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” ""When they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that
leads to life.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM HYMN: “You Are Mine” (ELW 581)

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already.
Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the
new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.

A reading from Revelation.



'I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. ‘And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. ‘And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;

‘he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
°And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” “Then he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give
water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer,
Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to
death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.

The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

""When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. “If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself
and will glorify him at once. "'Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME

All children are welcome to come forward to hear a special message for them.

SERMON / HYMN OF THE DAY: “All Are Welcome” (ELW 641)

The assembly is seated.

For the Sermon on this Youth Leadership Sunday, the congregation will sing the Hymn of the
Day in the following manner: After each stanza is sung, a youth member will deliver a brief
reflection and a prayer.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rooted in the abundant life and love of Christ Jesus, we pray for the life of the church, the
lives of people in need, and the life of all creation.

A brief silence.

Holy God, by your Holy Spirit reveal to us the saving work of Christ. Strengthen your church
with the good news that leads to limitless life for all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Send us to places far and near, and join our voices in chorus with all creation. Use us to show
others your abundant goodness in the created world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

End war and the human desire to hold on to power. Free all people to love both neighbor and
enemy, and make your church an example of such love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Surround people who are hurting with agents of your healing and messengers of your peace.
Provide safe communities for all who are in any need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Strengthen the bonds of shared service between congregations and social ministry
organizations, including Family Promise, Interfaith Good Samaritan, and Laramie Soup
Kitchen. Guide us in doing your work together. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In Christ’s death and resurrection you have fulfilled your work for the sake of your saints.
Come swiftly to dwell among us and to make all things new. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We deliver all this into your care, O God, trusting in the work of your Holy Spirit to bring all
things into the risen life of Christ our Lord.
Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace,
and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

CONGREGATIONAL OFFERTORY: “Come to the Table” (ELW 481)
The assembly stands and sings the offertory hymn as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING PRAYER

After the table is set, the assisting minister leads the prayer.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.

Day by day you shower us with blessings.

As you have raised us to new life in Christ,

give us glad and generous hearts,

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The table of life is spread before you.
Feast on the goodness and mercy of God.

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Let Us Break Bread Together” (ELW 471)
“Here Is Bread” (ELW 483)



POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The assembly stands to receive the blessing.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The assisting minister leads the prayer.

We give you thanks, O God,

that you make your home with us,
bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. 4
Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here,

that we may wipe away tears,

tend to those in mourning and pain,

seek the healing of the nations,

and bring to earth the presence of your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Y

BENEDICTION

The blessing of the Lord God Almighty,

the blessing of * Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

PARISH SHARING TIME

Brief announcements may be made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God'’s mission in the world.

SENDING HYMN: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” (ELW 674)
The assembly stands.

DISMISSAL
Alleluia. Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia.

POSTLUDE

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS017696. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



A WORD ABOUT THE GOSPEL

A Word for the Unraveled Community

When we have felt enough and withstood all
the shock and aftershocks from the
kaleidoscopic shuffling and shifting and the
torn patterns of our days, we might wonder
about where we fall in the design of life. We
are tucked in and yanked out, included and
excluded, recognized and ignored, placed and
replaced, confident and unstable, now here,
then there. How do we hold together through
all our physical and emotional dislocations?

Jesus had been with the disciples so
completely, so intimately, so dependably.
And Judas too had been with them, trusted,
wanted, and respected. They were tight.
Today on the streets, they might call one
another “bro,” or in a countryside village,
“neighbor.” Around the table that last night
together, how did they think of themselves?
As brothers, friends, compatriots, disciples?

Those twelve had become community with
Jesus, brought together from such unlikely
circumstances and places. But suddenly the
community began to unravel. Judas left the
Passover. Jesus said, “Where I am going, you
cannot come” (John 13:33). Their communion
broke apart through shame and death, scheme
and fear, anger, confusion, and
disillusionment. Yet into that chaos Jesus tells
his disciples that God is glorified and
commands them to love one another.

This gospel scene speaks the answer to our
losses and dislocations in three words: “love
one another.” One single commandment
transcends all the volumes of commandments.
“Love one another” is the one and only
commandment that will ever and always
restore, revive, renew, regain, rebirth, and
receive community when and where it has
frayed or shattered.

COMMEMORATIONS THIS WEEK

Mark, Evangelist
Monday, April 25, 2016

He was not numbered among the twelve apostles,
yet Mark was probably a member of the early
church community. The gospel that bears his name
is the shortest and most direct, and many scholars
think it was the first to be written.

Catherine of Siena, Theologian,
died 1380
Friday, April 29, 2016

This theologian was the first woman among Roman
Catholics to receive the title "Doctor [teacher] of the
Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known
for her mystical visions as well as her work on
behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned.

TEXTS FOR NEXT WEEK:
First Reading—Acts 16:9-15

Psalm— Psalm 67
Second Reading—Revelation 21:10-22:5
Gospel—John 14:23-29



Serving the Chureh

THIS WEEK—April 24, 2016

NEXT WEEK—May 1, 2016

Preacher: Mr. Adam Huck Preacher:
Lector: 8:00AM Trey Muhsman Lector: 8:00AM
10:30AM Kate Jablin 10:30AM
Acolyte: 8:00AM Rylie Heggice Acolyte: 8:00AM
10:30AM Silja Alexander 10:30AM
Ushers:  8:00AM MacKenzie Muhsman  Ushers: 8:00AM
Madie Jablin
10:30AM  Youth Sunday 10:30AM
Youth Sunday
Greeters: 8:00AM Marygrace Buckner Greeters: 8:00AM
Eric Van Wig
10:30AM  Youth Sunday 10:30AM
Youth Sunday
Nursery: 8:.00AM Kate Jablin Nursery: 8:00AM
10:30AM  Tracy Kidwell 10:30AM

Intern Jennifer Michael

Steve Boss
Trey Sherwood

Eli Jablin
Nick Ferris

Marie Frick
Laura Buckner
Georgia Mitchell
Barb Rouse

The Anderson
Family

Lois Hiller

Ed Hiller

Hailey Anderson
Kate Jablin

Stewards: Judy Moline & Charles Nye
Altar Guild: Judy Moline

Coffee Fellowship: The Buckner Family
Flowers: Andrea & Shane Toven in Honor of Their 12th Wedding Anniversary!
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