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PRELUDE: Prepare Ye from Godspell (Stephen Schwartz)

WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN: People, Look East (ELW 248)
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, 1is on the  way.
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" Aservice of hope an® healing -
‘Unijted Presbyterian Church
December 21 st at 7: OOpm

This special tifne'of worship offers

‘comfort, healing, and hope through

readings and music that give voice
to our feelings of grief and loss, and
the persistent Ilght of Christ in the
darkest areas of our lives.




FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus ‘it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LorD,
the majesty of our God.

Advent 2022

‘Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
‘Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

N
SO
If God
asks you to wait,

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
‘then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
'the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

be prepared to
get more than

what you ask for

°A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
"No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
""And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

In your prayers.

Trinity Waits

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



ADVENT PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING

As we light the Advent candles, we call upon Christ,
the Wisdom of God.

Christ, grant wisdom and understanding.

Grant counsel and might.

Grant knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

Come quickly to us, Christ Jesus.

The Spirit and the church cry out:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
All those who await his appearance pray:

In Worship

TODAY — Dec 11, 2022 NEXT SUNDAY — Dec 18, 2022
Altar: Conyers Family Altar: Conyers Family

Serving: Serving:
Ben Bredehoft Abby Haff
Lily Conyers
Alex Keith
Cara Keith

Cody Loseke
Ashtyn Witte

Preaching: Carson Curtis Preaching: Nathan Keith

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Fellowship: Fellowship:
The whole creation pleads: Confirmation Families Denise Greller
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
ADVENT HYMN:
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (ELW 490)

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling

stand;

ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand

Christ our God to earth descending comes full homage to

demand. Trinity Happenings:

Sun, Dec 11: 9:00am  Advent Worship

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lord in human vesture, in the body and the blood, he
will give to all the faithful his own self for heav’nly food.

Waiting for Purpose
10:15am  Fellowship in Gruver Rm
10:15am  CrossWalk Downstairs
3 Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the . .

way; Mon, Dec 12: 6:30pm Compassion Fatigue Class
b

as the Light of light, descending from the realms of endless in the Gruver Rm

day, o
comes, the pow’rs of hell to vanquish, as the darkness clears Wed, Dec 14: 10:00am  Women'’s Bible Study )
awa @ Helen Sussenguth’s (1721 Mercil Ct)
y.
Thu, Dec 15: 11:30am MUGG Campus Meeting

@ Rendezvous Cdafe

Sun, Dec 18: 9:00am  Advent Worship
Waiting for Grace
10:15am  Fellowship in Gruver Rm



SENDING HYMN: Joy to the World (ELW 267)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: All Earth is Hopeful (Alberto Taule)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray together.

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen
our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may
walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10

"Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LorD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
'who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those
who hunger.
The Lorb sets the captive free.
‘The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorb lifts up those
who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
"The LoRrbD cares for the stranger;
the LorD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way
of the wicked.
“The Lorb shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

6.

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10

'Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it
until it receives the early and the late rains. “You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. ‘Beloved,
do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged.
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! '’As an example of suffering
and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent
word by his disciples ‘and said to him, “Are you the one who is to
come, or are we to wait for another?” “Jesus answered them, “Go and
tell John what you hear and see: “the blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the poor have good news brought to them. “And blessed is
anyone who takes no offense at me.”

’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed
shaken by the wind? "What then did you go out to see? Someone
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. "What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you,
and more than a prophet. ''This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, [ am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
'"Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

COMMUNION
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC:
Keep Your Lamps (American spiritual)
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (ELW 254)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

Now may the body and blood of our lord and savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that
day when the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth
to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your
name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

As the nights grow longer, may God draw you into mystery.

As the days grow colder, may Christ invite you into stillness.

As the twilight grows deeper, may the Spirit lead you into wisdom,
And may the blessing of the holy Trinity, * one God,

rest upon you as you await the advent of our Lord.



LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

6% i =i vy

Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
gt —
(ESSSSSS= = ===t
mer -¢y on us. Lamb ol God, you take a-waythe sin ol the
8 : : : =
% . . n
lé B s B B SRR AT S
world; have mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin ol the
i Q #ﬁ# - ’ i > ; i = JI"""-' r G — 1 q
(FeE=Sre==it= == pes=—s==—
world; grant us peace, grant us  peace, Lamb of God,

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)

= " = e
o . ¢ * 4 s
J r N F - = o T9
1 Hark,the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind,  the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
. 4 |— | |
o 8 8 e e s
7/ I | i d I I I
' | I | |
0 . | .
)7 A Y [ | [ | | y 1 | | ]
= —
i :.i; [ | j- [ bt [ ]
¢ f f
prom - ised long; let ev Ty heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter - nal
1@ I | I I |
)y | 7 P 7 : M
vV 7 & [ i I [ [ 4 i ]
0 | | | | .
| | | \q f [ | | [ ™= [ Il |
| | | I P | | | I I |
1 f [ 7 v d [ | | Il |
@ 1 I [ . l |
% r\_/ <
pare a  throne and ev - ’ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be lov - ed name.
/\
o o I ol I I o —4 i |
5 —r === ]
I ¢ N




APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to yourchil-dren pray-ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
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PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and
may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING
Please place offering in one of the Bulletin Stand offering plates at
the end of worship as you leave the church.

OFFERTORY:
Glory (Matt Maher, Rachel Popadic, and Christ Stevens)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of
your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience
and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



