


WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN: The Feast Is Ready (ELW 531)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Based on Exod. 17:1–2, 7c, Ps. 78:4,7 Matt. 21:30, and Phil. 2:2–8.
Praise the Lord who is our provider. 
The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God.
Trusting in the promise of forgiveness,
let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.

We pray together,
Almighty God, we have been wandering in the wilderness of sin,
and we have complained in the face of your mercy. 
Strike the rocks of our hearts and bring forth humility and gratitude. 
Infuse your spirit into our beings 
so that we might be reconciled to you. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
People of God, our sins are forgiven; 
The Lord is loving, and we are reconciled to God. Amen.

GREETING
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE



CANTICLE OF PRAISE PRAYER OF THE DAY
Based on Exod. 17:1–2, Matt. 21:30, and Phil. 2:2–8.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
We pray together.  
Gracious God,  
we thank you for being ever present with us. 
We know that we are never alone.  
Your mercies have been faithful and rich. 
Pour out your Spirit upon us, 
that we might do the work of your will. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1–7
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the L��� commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” 
Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 
the L���?” 
3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?” 
4 So Moses cried out to the L���, “What shall I do for this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.” 
5 The L��� said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some 
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 
you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on 
the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so 
that the people may drink.” 
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place 
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the 
L���, saying, “Is the L��� among us or not?”
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16
        1 Hear my teaching, O my people;
  incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a parable;
  I will declare the mysteries of ancient times—

3 that which we have heard and known, 
and what our forebears have told us,

  we will not hide from their children.



4 We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds 
and the power of the L���, and the wonderful works God has done.

12 God worked marvels in the sight of their ancestors,
  in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan,

13 splitting open the sea and letting them pass through;
  making the waters stand up like walls;

14 leading them with a cloud by day,
  and all the night with a glow of fire;

15 splitting the rocks in the wilderness
  and giving them drink as from the deep;

16 bringing streams out of a rock,
  making them flow down like a river.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1–13
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my 
joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let 
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

6 who, though he existed in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped,

7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
  assuming human likeness.
 And being found in appearance as a human,

8 he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross.

9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
  and gave him the name that is above every other name,

10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23–32
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” 
And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things. 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went 
to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He 
answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The 
father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ 
but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you 
did not change your minds and believe him.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON 
SERMON HYMN: 

O Master, Let Me Walk with You (ELW 818)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in the God who creates,
who calls life out of darkness,
who sees the world and calls it good,
and who never abandons what God has made.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
God with us,
who welcomed the stranger,
ate with sinners,
touched the forgotten,
challenged the powerful,
and proclaimed that the kingdom of God
has come near.
We believe that in the cross
God entered fully into human suffering,
and that in the resurrection
God declared that death, fear, and hatred
will not have the final word.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who breathes among us and within us,
calling us beyond fear,
opening us to grace,
and sending us into the world
to love our neighbors.
We believe the Church is not a gathering
of those who have everything figured out,
but a community of people
being formed by grace.
We believe in forgiveness,
in reconciliation,
in resurrection,
and in the stubborn hope
that God is still making all things new.
And we trust that wherever love is given,
wherever mercy is practiced,
wherever justice is sought,
and wherever the broken are welcomed,
Christ is already there.
This is our faith.
This is our hope.
This is the life to which we are called.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Through God’s steadfast compassion for us, 
God has filled us with concern for our world. 
Therefore, let us pray together for what we need.
As the reader closes each petition:
 God of compassion,

 The people respond:
hear our prayer.

Loving God, 
we know that you walk with us, and you answer when we call. 
With gratitude and trust, we pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and 
may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING

Please place offering in one of the Bulletin Stand offering plates at the 
end of worship as you leave the church.

OFFERTORY: This Little Light of Mine (Momoh Freeman)

OFFERING PRAYER
Based on Phil. 2:13.
Let us pray together.
Almighty God, 
we give you thanks and praise for your love shown to us 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Accept the offering of our lives in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
that we may work for your good pleasure; 
through Christ, with the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
All are welcome to join in the gift of Holy Communion.
White grape juice is available and all altar bread is gluten-free.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond
Amen.



LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION HYMNS: 
God Is Here! (ELW 526)
Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am (ELW 814)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may the body and blood of our lord and savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together.
God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING
And now may the generous grace of ☩ Christ attend you,
the astounding love of God find you,
and the surprising movement of the Holy Spirit guide you, 
everywhere and always. 
Amen.  

SENDING HYMN: The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!



Trinity Happenings:
Sun, Sep 27: 9:00am  Worship Service

9:00am  Sunday School in Downstairs Youth Rm 
10:15am Fellowship in Gruver Rm

   10:30am Confirmation behind Gruver Rm

Mon, Sep 28: 9:00am  NO Becoming
Tue, Sep 29: 11:00am Cabinet/Closet Hours til 1:00pm
Wed, Sep 30: 10:00am NO Women’s Bible Study
Thu, Oct 1:   11:30am NO Campus Ministry Lunch
Fri, Oct 2:  2:30pm  Rehearsal for Damion and Nicole
Sat, Oct 3:  3:00pm  Wedding of Damion and Nicole
Sun, Oct 4:  9:00am  St. Francis Sunday Worship

10:15am Fellowship in Gruver Rm



TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Contact Cards available in your pew!

Serving in Worship
TODAY — Sep 27, 2026

Altar: Cara Keith
Livestream: Larry Oolman

Reader: Thom Edgar
Assistant: Thom Edgar

Fellowship: Karen Dockter

NEXT SUNDAY — Oct 4, 2026
Altar: Sally Rafert
Livestream: OPEN

Reader: Lisa Guarnieri
Assistant: OPEN

Fellowship: Denise Greller

Congregation President ….…………..... Steven Barrett
Pastor …………………..……….……..…… Nathan Keith
Musicians ......………...….….. Momoh & Amy Freeman
Financial Director …...…….…..….……… Linda Lebeda
 Financial Secretary …………....……...… Alison Lebeda
 Custodian ……….….…...…………..……. James Apronti 
In the Office ………..........….….….…….. Lisa Guarnieri 

QUESTIONS ABOUT GIVING? If you ever have any questions about 
your financial gifts to Trinity, please contact Trinity’s financial 

secretary, Alison Lebeda, at alebeda@uwyo.edu.  If you need an 
up-to-date statement of giving, please contact the church office.

2026 Snapshot thru August
Income - $150,095.25

Expenses - $149,348.04
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